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PREFACE. 



If Slavery is ever abolished from the world, it ■will be done 
by the influence of the Christian Religion. Men never will 
abandon slave-holding, till they feel it to be a sin against God j 
and the reason why all who are now concerned in the support 
of this system, do not feel and act under this conviction is, 
because they have not examined it in the light of God's 
word. 

It is a solemn fact, that there is scarcely any one sin de> 
scribed in tho inspired writings, in all its parts, features, and 
consequences, so clearly and explicitly, as is the sin of holding 
and treating the human species as property ; and scarcely any 
other sin has been so frequently denounced in the Bible, with 
the fearful maledictions of Heaven. Let the reader examine 
the few passages quoted in the following pages, with a 
prayerful and unprejudiced mind, and let him ask himself, 
while doing this, what we may suppose God's design was, in 
dictating so much which we find in the Scriptures against 
oppression in all its forms, against man-stealing, against de- 
frauding the poor of his right, and against keeping back the 
hire which is due to those who reap down our fields ? Why 
has he, in so many instances, enjoined it upon man to show 
pity towards those of his species who are in distress, and to 
extend relief to all who are in trouble and unable to help 
themselves ? Such passages, it will be perceived, make up 
no inconsiderable portion of the preceptive part of the Bible ; 
and must these all be thrown away ? Is there no sin com- 
mitted by any of the human family now, against which they 
were designed to bear? Aie not these passages of Holy 
Scripture now " proJUable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, and for instruction in righteous-ness .* " 

In a word, who does not see", that if no part of the Scrip- 
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tuies may how be brought to bear, witli the utmost propriety, 
against the present system of oppression which prevails in 
this nation, merely because the circumstances under which 
tliis sin is now committed may differ, in some respects, from 
tliose in which men sinned when the various parts of the 
Bible were at first written, then it must follow, as an unde- 
niable consequence, that no sins of any kind can be reproved, 
at the present day, in Scripture language, nor from Scrip- 
tu-e authority. 

It is not pretended that all the passages in the Bible, which 
relate to this subject, are brought forward in this little work, 
but it has' been the' author's design to notice the most of those 
whicii,' it is believed j either directly or indirectly, show slave- 
holding t&bG a-5iK; 'and to do justice to; the subject, none of 
llHise are omitted which have been so frequently quoted, and 
si) blvangely torlured to prove that the Bible justifies the 
system. . • • ■ . . 

Tiio work is divided into chapters, and the different au- 
tliors (>r writers, from which the passages are quoted, are 
naiiiod at tile head of each chapter. The notes are numbered 
to correspond with the texts upon which they are written. 

Tlris woik has been prepared with the kindopt of feelings, 
bota towarJs the enslaver and enslaved; and if it should bo 
the meiarif of helping the friends of these two classes of our 
leliow-ciuzens, in any degree, to the use of those heavenly 
vuuipans, by which it is our duty to prosecute the great and 
gooci work of delivering the oppressed fjrom the hands of the 
ov]/ressor, the object will have been obtained. For the wea- 
pons of our warfare are not cnrnul, but mighty through God, 
to tlie pulling down if strong holds; casting down imagina- 
tiovs. and every high thing that ezalteth itself against the 
liiiowicdge of God. 

Sjil'TEMBElt 1836. 
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CHAPTER I. 



WHAT IS SLAVERY? 

The inquiry here is, not what was Roman ot 
Grecian slavery, but what is American slavery? 
What is that slavery which has been created and 
which is still sanctioned by law in these United 
States? 

We answer, it is the condition of those of our spe- 
cies who are held and treated as property. la 
South Carolina, this stale is described in the follow- 
ing language ; — " Slaves shall be deemed, sold, 
taken, reputed and adjudged in law to be chattels, 
personal, in the hands of their owners and possessors, 
and their executors, administrators, and assigns, to 
all intents, constructions and purposes whatsoever," 

The law of Louisiana declares: — 

" A slave is one who is in the power of the master 
to whom he belongs. The master may sell him, 
dispose of his person, his industry and labor ; he can 
do nothing, possess nothing, nor acquire anything, 
bttt what must belong to his master^* 

An act of the State of Maryland, declares slaves 
to be property, in these words : — 
2 
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" In case the personal property of a ward shall 
cons^ist of specific articles such as slaves, workino 

BEASTS, ANIMALS of ANY KIND, StOCk, fumiture, 

plate, books, &c., the court, if it shall deem it ad- 
vantageous for the ward, may, at any time, pass an 
order for the sale thereof." 

" Slaves shall always be reputed and considered 
real estate ; shall' be, as such, subject to be mort- 
gaged, according to the rules prescribed by law, and 
they shall be seized and sold as real estate." Act of 
Louisiana. 

Hence it appears that the distinguishing principle 
of slavery is this : slaves arc not to be ranked among 
rational, immortal beings, but they are to be consid- 
ered, held and treated as things, as articles of 
property. . 

Now, whether the Holy Scriptures afford any au- 
thority for the assumption of that right or power, by 
which the enslaved are held in this condition, and 
subjected to the evils which directly or indirectly 
flow from it, may be determined at once, when we 
shall have seen how far this power extends. 

From an examination of the slave laws, it will be 
found that the master's authority over his slave is 
as unlimited as.it is over any other property. 

He may at any time inflict any punishment upon 
the person of his slave. 

He may determine the kind and degree and time 
of labor to which the slave shall be subjected. 
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He may supply the slave with such food and 
clothing only, both as to quantity and quality, as 
may suit his own pleasure or convenience. All the 
power of the master over his slave may be exercised 
not by himself, but only by any other person whom 
he may appoint as his agent. , 

Slaves have no legal right of property, not even in 
themselves, nor in anything else, real or personal^ 
but whatever they may acquire, by labor, belongs, in 
point of law, to their masters. 

The slave, being a personal chattel, is at all times 
liable to be leased, mortgaged, or sold absolutely at 
the mere will of his master; or he may be sold by 
process of law for the satisfaction of the debts of a 
living, or the debts and bequests of a. deceased mas- 
ter, at the suit of creditors or legatees. 

A slave cannot be a party before a judicial tribu- 
nal, in any species of action against his master, no 
matter how atrocious may have been the injury re- 
ceived from hirn. 

Slaves cannot redeem themselves, nor obtain a 
change of masters, though the most cruel treatment 
may have rendered such a change necessary for 
their personal safety. 

Slaves being objects of property, if injured by third 
persons, their owners may bring suit, and recover 
damages for the injury. 

Slaves can make no contracts. 
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Slavery is hereditary and perpetual.* 

Here, then, we see that Slavery is not servitude 
merely, nor the right to the service of another, where 
there is an equivalent, or considerations which render 
the demand for service just ; but it is the assump- 
tion and exercise of that po>yer which holds and 
treats the human species as properii/. 

It does not allow to the slave the rights of his 
own reason and conscience. 

It annihilates the family state ; prevents the pa- 
rents from obeying the command of God, with re> 
gard to their children ; it prohibits, or nullifies, the 
marriage rites, and prevents husbands and wives 
from obeying the command of God with regard to 
each other. 

It enjoir.;;., or sanctions, promiscuous intercourse 
between the sexes, without the rites of marriage. 

It holds all the religious privileges of the slave at 
the mere mercy of his master, whether that master 
be infidel, papist, or protestant. 

It prevents the slaves from obeying that com- 
mand of God which makes it the duty of all men 
to " search the Scriptures." 

Its direct tendency is to crush the mind of God's 
intelligent creatures, by forbidding and preventing 
all schools for " mental instruction." 

It withholds the hire of the laborer. 
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It sanctions and covers the breach of the eighth 
commandment. It justifies the very same thing 
which our laws and the laws of nations punish as 
piracy, if committed on the coast of Afno-n.; or .on 
the high seas. It originates and justifies what the 
Bible calls " Man-stealing." 

It denies to the slave adequate protection for his 
f hiracter, his health and life, and more or less en* 
dangers his present aud eternal salvation. 

Such, then, is the condition of millions of our spe- 
cies in this Christian land ; and against that assumed 
power which keeps them in this state, God has 
left the instructions, warnings, and threalenings of 
His unerring word. 



CHAPTER II. 
MOSES. 

The. bondage of the Israelites in Egypt, and the 
measures which God look to liberate them. 

1. And the Lord said, I have surely seen the af- 
; fliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have 
I heard their cry by reason of their task-masters; for 
I know their sorrows. Ex. iii, 7. 
2* 
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I. Now, therefore, behold, the cry of the children of 
Israel is come unto me ; and I have also seen the 
, oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them. 
Ex. iii, 9. 

- 3. And it ca,rQe to pass, in process of time, that 
the king of Egypt died ; and the children of Israel 
sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried, 
and their cry*fcame up unto God, by reason of the 
bondage. And God heard their groaning, and God 
remembered his covenant, and God looked upon the 
children of Israel, and God had respect unto them. 
Ex. ii, 23. 

4. Thus saith the Lord God of the Hebrews, 
let my people go, that they may serve me. Ex. ix, 1. 

5. Thus saith the Lord God of the Hebrews, 
How long wilt thou refuse to humble thyself before me? 
letmy people go that they .may serve me Ex, x, 3. 

6. And Pharaoh commanded, the same day, the 
task-masters of the people, and their officers, saying. 
Ye shall no more give the people straw to make 
brick, as heretofore ; let them go and gather straw 
for themselves. And the tale of the bricks, which 
they did make heretofore, ye shall lay upon them ; 
ye shall not diminish aught thereof; for they be 
idle ; therefore they cry, saying. Let us go and sac- 
rifice to our God. Ex. v, 6. 

7. So the people were scattered abroad through- 
out all the land of Egypt to get their stubble instead 
of straw. And the task^masters hasted them, saying. 
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Fulfill your works, your daily tasks, as when there 
was straw. Ex. v, 12. 

8. And the officers of the children of Israel, 
which Pharaoh's task-masters had set over them, 
were beaten, and demanded. Wherefore have ye not 
fulfilled your task in making brick, both yesterday 
and to-day, as heretofore? Ex. v, 14. 

9. And the officers of the children of Israel did 
see that they were in evil case, after it was said. Ye 
shall not diminish aught from your bricks of your 
daily task. And they met Moses and Aaron, who 
stood in the way, as they came forth from Pharaoh 
and they said unto them, The Lord look upon you, 
and judge ; because ye have made our savour to be^ 
abhorred in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes, of 
hiS: servants to put a sword in their hand to slay us. 
Ex. v, 19. 

10. And Moses returned unto the Lord, and said, 
Lord, wherefore hast thou so evil-entreated this, 
people? Why is it that thou hast sent me ? ^px. 
since I come to Pharaoh to speak in thy name, he 
hath done evil to this people : neither hast thou de- 
livered thy people at all. Ex. v, 22. 

11. And God spake unto Moses, and said unto 
him, I am the Lord : I have also heard the- groan- 
ing of the children of Israel, whom the Egyptians 
keep in bondage ; and I have remembered my cove- 
nant. Wherefore, say unto the children of Israel, I 
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am the Lorp, and I will bring you out from under 
the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out 
of their bondage. Ex. vi, 2. 

12. And Moses spake so unto the children of Is- 
rael, but they hearkened not unto Moses for anguish 
of spirit and for cruel bondage. Ex. vi, 9, 

NOTES ON CHAPTER I. 

1. I have sureli/ seen the afflictions of my people. The 
people of God, at this time, were held in slavery by the Egyp- 
tians; and though the bondage which they were compelled to 
endure was certainly not so cruel and severe as that which 
nearly three millions of American citizens are now doomed to 
suffer; yet the Infinite Being manifested the most feeling pity 
for their sorrows. And how can a believer in the truth of the 
Bible suppose, for one moment, that this same unchangeable 
God is now an indifferent spectator merely, to the accumulated 
wrongs which thousands of the poor slaves are forced to en- 
dure in this Christian land, — thousands who are his people, 
who love him, but who are not permitted to read his word, nor 
to worship him according to the dictates of their own con- 
sciences ? 

2. I have also seen their oppression. Oppression is the 
spoiling or taking another's goods, or the fruit of his own la; 
bor, by constraint, terror, or force ; and men commit this 
crime whenever they ofler any violence to the persons, or es- 
tates, or consciences of others. If the Israelites were op- 
pressed by the Egyptians, what may be said of millionn of the 
human species in this land, who are every day robbed of the 
fruit of their own labor? 
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5. Jnd God heard their groanings. And does he not 
now hear the groanings of the enslaved ? Has he no respect 
nnto the sighings of millions who now cry nnto him by reason 
of their chains ? 

4. Let my people go. And now, if God uttered his tes- 
timony against the slavery which his people endured thou- 
sands of years ago, and if he commanded their oppressors to 
let thera go free, how can it be made to appear that he does not 
do this now ? 

6. Jlnd Pharaoh commanded the task-masters. The 
persons who were placed over the slaves in Egypt, were de- 
nominated " task-masters;" it was their office to appoint them 
their work, and exact its daily performance. In the Hebrew, 
they are called " princes of burdens," and in the Septuagint, 
" overseers of the works ; " in the dialect of this land, these 
officers are called ^'overseers," "masters," and "soul- 
drivers " 

6. Ye shall not diminish aught thereof. And how often 
Pharaoh has been denounced as a most unmerciful tyrant, for 
his having made this oppressive requisiUon ! And this, too, by 
thousands who seem never to have thought that similar exac- 
tions have, been imposed upon the slaves of this land. Their 
*' masters " tell us the slaves must not, and cannot, and shall 
not be set free, till they are fit, or prepared to make a good use 
of their freedom ; and yet these very " mr^sters " are con- 
stantly devising means to strengthen the chains by which the 
slaves have been, and still are, degraded and made incapable 
(as they say) of taking care of themselves. Though these 
same slaves now support themselves and their " masters " be- 
sides, with their chains on, yet we are told that if their chains 
were to be taken off, they could not and would not even take 
care of themselves ! 

That the people of the south are really desirous of prepar- 
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ing their slaves to enjoy their liberty, if, indeed, they should 
ever be favored with' it, take the following in evidence ; it is 
an act lately passed by the State of South Carolina, "To 
amemi the laws, in relation to the slaves and free persons of 
color." ■ •■ ■ ■ .■ . , 

Site. 2. Bp it enacted by the. Htoiiorablej the Senate and 
House of Repiesentativesi now met and sitting . iri General 
Assembly, and by the authority of the same ; if any. per-son 
shall hereafter teach any slave to read or write, or shall aid. or 
assist in teaching slaves to read or \vrite ; or cause, or pro- 
cure any slave to read .or write ; surh person, • if a free' 
white person, upon conviction thereof, shall, for each. and 
every otlence against tlm act, beiined not exceeding one hun- 
dred dollars, and.iniprisoned not. wore than six months; or if 4. 
free person of color, shall be whipped notexceeding fifty lashes, 
and fined not exceeding fifty dollars, at the discretion of the 
Court of Magistro.tes and free-holders before whom such free 
person of cqIoc is tried ; and if a slave, shall be whipped at 
the discretion of the Court, not exceeding fifty lashes ; the in- 
former to be entitled to one half of the fine, and to be a com- 
petent witness ;. and if any free person of color or slave, shall, 
keep any school or other place of ihstriiction for teaching any. 
slave or free person of color to read or write, such free person 
of color or slave, shall be liable to the same fine, imprison- 
ment, or corporeal punishment, as are by ibis section imposed 
and inflicted on free persons of color or slaves, for teaching 
daves to read or write." 

"Sko. 2. If any person shall employ or keep as a clerk, 
any slave orfrcij person of color, or shall permit any slave or 
free person of color, to act as a clerk or salesman, in or about 
any shop, store, or house, used for trading, such person shall 
be liable to be indicted therefor, and upon conviction thereof, 
shall be fined for each and every cifence, not exceeding one 
hundred dollars, and be imprikioned not exceeding six moaths ; 
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the informer to be a competent witness, and to be entitled to 
one half of the fine ". . 

7. dliey were in an evil ease. ■ Sure enough they were. 
The slavea of this age cannot be set free, becanse, forsooth, 
they are not properly instructed, and the above and many 
other similar laws declare, under the penalties of whipping, 
fine, imprisonment, and death, that the slaves must not, 
and shall not be instructed, lest they should be set free, or by 
this means obtain their liberty ! This is certainly an " evil • 
case." 

8. Ye have made our savour to be ahhorsd in the eyes 
of Pharaoh. So it seems those Israelites did really find 
their bondage increased by the very efibrts which God and his 
servants were making to get them free. But Moses did not 
consider this a sufficient reason why he should cease to plead 
for their freedom. And shall we, of the present age, forbear 
to preach the truth because some sinners will not repent ? Does 
it alter the course of our duty, when some " harden their 
hearts," and " wax worse and worse," after they " have re- 
ceived the holy commandment delivered unto them?" If 
not, why then should we be so often reproached with having 
retarded the abolition of slavery in this land ? And this is 
the strongest, and in fact about the only objection which many 
serious and good people can bring against the Anti-Slavery 
movements of the present day. We try to do something, — 
they do nothing, except to denounce our means and measures, 
yet we retard the abolition of slavery ! " The 1 ord be judge 
between us and them. 

There can be no doubt that the hearts of many " masters," 
in this nation, are now hardened in precisely the same way 
that Pharaoh's was; and God has just as much agency in hard- 
ening their hearts now, as he ever had in hardening the heart 
of Pharaoh. God says nov/, as he has long been doing to 
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tUem, " Let these slaves go free ! ** and they hear this voice of 
God in the dictates of reason and humanity, they hear it in the 
precepts of the Bible, and they acknowledge it in the great 
charter of onr national existence ; yet they refase to ohey it, 
and in doing so they harden their hearts. 



CHAPTER III. 
MOSES. 

The different kinds of servitude allowed among 
the Hebrews, 

1. If thou buy an Hebrew servant, six years he 
shall serve; arid in the seventh he shall go 'ut free 
for nothing. Ex. xxi, 2. 

2. And if a man sell his daughter to be a maid- 
servant, she shall not go out as the men-servants do. 
If she please not her master who hath betrothed her 
unto himself, then shall he let her be redeemed; to 
sell her unto a strange nation he shall have no power, 
seeing that he has dealt deceitfully with her. And if 
he have betrothed her unto his son, he shall deal 
with her after the manner of his daughters. If he 
take him another wife, her food, her raiment, and 
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her duty of marriage, shall he not diminish. And 
if he do not these three unto her, then shall she go 
out free without mpnpy. Ex. xxi, 7. 

3. If a thief be found breaking up — he should 
make full restitution ; if he have nothing, then be 
shall be sold for his theft. Ex. xxii, 2. 

4. And if a man smite his servant or his maid, 
with a rod, and he die under his hand; he shall be 
surely punished. Notwithstanding, if he continue 
a day or two, he shall not le punished, for he is his 
money. Ex. xxi, 20. 

5. And he that siealcth a man and selleth him, or 
if he be found in his hand, he sh.ill surely be put to 
death. Ex. xxi, 16. 

6. Thou shalt neither vex a stranger, nor oppress 
him ; for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt. 
Ye shall not afflict any widow or fatherless child. 
If thou afflict them in anywise, and they cry at all 
unto tne, I will surely hear their cry, and my wrath 
shall wax hot, and I will kill you with the sword; 
and your wives shall be widows and your children 
fatherless. Ex. xxii, 21. 

7. Ye shall not steal, neither deal falsely, neither 
lie one t > another. Lev. xix, II. 

8. Thou shalt not defraud thy neighbor, neither 
rob him; the wages of him that is hired shall not 

*>^««ljide with thee all night until the morning. Lev. 
xix, 13. 

3 
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9. Thou shall not curse the deaf, nor put a stum- 
bling block before the blind, but shall fear thy God. 
Lev. xix, 14. 

10. Thou shall not avenge nor bear an}' grudge 
against the children of thy people, but thou shall 
love thy neighbor as thyself ; I am the Lord. Lev. 
xix, 18. 

11. And if thy brother be waxen poor, and fallen 
in decay with thee, then thou shall relieve him ; yea, 
though he be a stranger, or a sojourner ; that he may 
live v/ith thee. Lev. xxv, 35. 

12. And if thy brother thai dwelleth by thee be 
waxen poor, and be sold unto thee, thou shall not 
compel him to serve as a bond-servant. But as an 
hired servant, and as a sojourner, he shall be with 
Ihee, and shall serve ihee unto the year of jubilee ; 
and then shall he depart from thee, — for they are 
my servants — they shall not be sold as bond-men. 
Thou shall not rule over him with rigor, but shall 
fear thy God. Lev. xxv, 39. 

13. Both thy bond-men, and thy bond-maids 
which thou shall have, shall be of the heathen thai 
are round about you : of them shall ye buy bond- 
men and bond-maids. Lev. xxv, 44. 

14. And if ye go to war in your land against 
the enemy that oppresseth you, then ye shall blow 
an alarm with the trumpets; and j'e shall be remem- 



AGAINST SLAVERY. 



21 



bered before the Lurd your God, and ye shall be 
saved from your enemies. Num. x, 9. 

15. Thou shall not steal, neither shalt thou de- 
sire thy neighbor's wife, neither shalt thou covet thy 
neighbor's house, his field, or his man-servant, or his 
maid-servant, his ox, or his ass, or anything that is 
thy neighbor's. Deut. v, 19 — 21. 

16. For the Lord your God is God of gods, and 
Lord of lords, a great God, a mighty, and a tcrri-' 
ble, which regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward. 
He doth execute the judgment of the fatherless and 
widow, and ioveth the stranger, in giving him food 
and raiment; love ye, therefore, the stranger; for 
ye were strangers in the land of Egypt. Deut. x, 17. 

17. If there be among you a poor man of one of 
thy brethren within any of thy gates, in thy land 
which the Lord thy God giveth' thee, thou shalt not 
harden thine heart, nor shut thine hand from thy 
poor brother ; but thou shalt open thine hand wide 
unto him, and shalt surely lend him sufficient for 
his in that which he wanteth. Deut. xv. 7. 

18. Beware that there be not a thought in thy 
wicked heart, saying, The seventh year the year of 
release, is at hand : and thine eye be evil against thy 
poor brother, and thou givest him nought ; and he 
crj'' unto the Lord against thee, and it be sin unto 
thee. Deut. xv, 9. 

19. Thou shalt surely give him, and thine heart 
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shall not be grieved when thou givest unto liim ; be- 
cause that for this thing the Lord thy God shall 
bless thee in all thy works, and in all that thou 
puttest thine hand unto. Deut. xv, 10. 

20. For the poor shall never cease out of the land ; 
therefore I command thee, saying, Thou shall open 
thine hand wide unto thy brother, to thy poor and to 
thy needy in thy land. Deut. xv, 11. 

21. And if thy brother, an Hebrew man, or an 
Hebrew woman, be sold unto thee, and serve thee 
six years, then in the seventh year thou shall let him 
go free from thee. And when thou sende'st him out 
free from thee, thou shall not let him go away empty. 
Deut. XV, 12. 

22. Thou shall furnish him liberally out of thy 
. flock, and out of thy floor, and out of thy wine- 
press ; of that wherewith the Lord thy God hath 
blessed thee thou shall give unto him. Deut. xv, 14. 

23. It shall not seem hard unto thee, when thou 
sendest him away free from thee ; for he hath been 
worth a double hired servant to thee, in serving thee 
six years; and the Lord thy God shall bless thee in 
all that thou doest. Deut. xv, 18. 

24. Thou shall not deliver unto his master the 
servant which is escaped from his master unto thee ; 
he shall dwell with thee, even among you, in that 
place which he shall choose, in one of thy gates, 

' where it liketh him best ; thou shall not oppress him. 
Deut. xxiii, 15.. 
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25. If a man be found stealing any of his breth- \ 
ren of the children of Israel, and maketh merchan- 
dize of him, or selleth him; then that thief shall . 
die ; and thou shalt put evil away from among you. 
Deut. xxiv, 7. 

26. Thou shalt not oppress an hired servant that 
is poor and needy, whether he be of thy brethren, 
or of thy strangers that are in thy land within thy 
gates; at his day thou shalt give him his hire, 
neither shall the sun go down upon it ; for he is poor, 
and setteth his heart upon it; lest he cry against 
thee unto the Lord, and it be sin unto thee. Deut. 
xxiv, 14. 

27. Thou shalt not pervert the judgment of the 
stranger, nor of the fatherless, nor take the widow's ^ 
raiment to pledge; but thou shalt remember, that 
thou wast a bond-man in Egypt, and the Lord thy 
God redeemed 'thee thence; therefore I command 
thee to do this thing. Deut. xxiv, 17. 

NOTES ON CHAPTER III. 

We are so much accustomed to think of a man's going to 
a slave market, and buying servants for a tiiird person, just 
as he would buy an ox or a horse, that we can hardly imagine 
any other way in which a person should obtain servants with 
money. But how was it in ancient times, when the Bible 
w^as written ? Let us look and see what was the usage, and 
who it was that sold, when they bought servants. 
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There was Joseph, who bought the Egyptians for Pharaoh, 
not with money, but with corn, and they became Pharaoh's 
servants. Who sold in that case ? They sold themselves. 
See Genesis, 47. So it is said to Ahab, " Thou hast sold 
thyself to work evil in the sight of the Lord." 1 Kings xxi, 
20. And in 2 Kings, xvii, 17, it is said the childten of Israel 
*' sold themselves to do evil in the sight of the Lord.'' So 
the tern\s bought and sold are permanently applied to a mu- 
tual contract to do service for a compensation. Indeed, I 
may say, this is the general idea in the Scriptures. " His 
servants ye are to whom ye obey." In examining the Scrip- 
tures it IS necessary always to take care and not suffer 
modern practices to fix images in our minds to exclude the 
truth. 

I ask if there is anything to show that Abraham or any of 
the patriarchs ever sold a slave ? Did they belong to his 
estate, and descend to his heirs.'* What became of them 
when Jacob went to Padan-Aram, and was a servant himself 
for twenty years? When he returned to Canaan, he had 
servants himself in large numbers. But we find alitor that, 
his sons keeping sheep. Then, after that, he went into Egypt. 
What became of all those servants They were not sold. 
The truth is, they were voluntary servants, tlie obligation 
was atan end, and they remained in their own country. 

There is another fact showing the nature of the service 
that existed in those early days. When the enemy came 
from Egypt, and took Lot and his neighbors, and all their 
substance, Abraham determined to pursue after them, and he 
took 318 of these servants, born in his own house. Is theru 
a slaveholder in the United Slates, who would do this, would 
arm his slaves to pursue an enemy ? Put arms into the hands 
of involuntary servants, and you may well expect they will 
use them against their masters. Abraham's servants, there- 
fore, were doubtless voluntary seivants, serving him by a 
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contract of their own, whether for wages, or for a living, and 
for protection Abraham was then, what many an Arab 
chief is now, the head of a tribe. The children of Heth un- 
derstood the institutions of their own time, and they tell us 
just how it was, when they aay to Abraham, " Hear us, my 
lord ; thou art a iniglity prince among us." penesis xxiii, 6. 
And as such, he had a large number of followers, who were 
dependent on him, obeyed him, labored for him, and were 
protected and supported by him. But it was onl^' a volun- 
tary service. The father of the faithful was not a slaveholder, 
nor was he a man who would go to the slave-markets, and 
human shambles, to make merchandize of the bodies and souls 
of men. 

It is commonly said by our learned men, who write on 
Biblical antiquities, just as it was said by the Popish writers 
from whom thoy borrow their learning on this subject, such 
as Calmct, Jahn, &c., that tiie law of Moses sanctions slavery. 
And the reason which is given, is, that it is said he found 
slavery so deeply rooted among the Jews that he could not 
root it out, and therefore he let it remain, and contented 
himself with regulating it. Now, look at this doctrine. The 
Jews had been slaves themselves, for generations, and were 
only just three months out of bondage, when the law of 
Moses was given. Is it credible that they could in that time 
have become such an incorrigible set of slaveholders, that 
Moses, tiiough clothed with divine authority, was not able to 
manage them ? 

Let us now look at the law itself, in reference to the coun- 
tenance it is supposed to give to modern slavery. It is ssiid 
by the writers, that tlie Jews had slaves lawfully in several 
ditFerent ways. One is by captivity, as where they spared 
the lives of the Canaanites wlio were doomed to death, and 
these tliey might hold as slaves. But there is no truth in 
this. Tiiey had an express law respecting the Canaanitea. 
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It is given in Deut. xx, 16 — 18. " But of the cities of these 
people, which the Lord thy God giveth thee for an inheri- 
tance, thou shalt save alive nothing that breatheth ; but 
thou shalt utterly destroj' them, as the Lord thy God hath 
commanded tiice, that they teach you not to do after th«ir 
abominations," &.c. This leaves none to be taken prisoners, 
without a direct violation of the commandment. Where 
then is there room for slavery ? There is none. The Jews 
were never allowed, in any circumstances, to make slaves of 
the Canaanites. 

In regard to the surrounding idolatrous nations, without 
the limits of the devoted Canaanites, the law is different. 
We have it in a preceding verse of the same chapter : 
" When thou coraest nigh unto a city to fight against it, then 
proclaim peace unto it." And if they would not accept the 
offer of peace, then they were to make war, and beseige, and 
take it. And then they were to smite every male. There 
could be no male prisoners of war to be made slaves. But 
the females and the little ones were to be taken. What for 
For slaves That is not in the text. They were to be taken 
as a part of the spoil. The text does not direct what shall be 
done with them. It only says, " Thou shalt eat the spoil." 
No one would argue from this that the Jews were com- 
manded to eat their prisoners. But there is a groat deal 
more authority for that in the passage, than there is for en- 
slaving them. What tiien were they to do with the women 
and children .' I answer, They were to take them home and 
treat them kindly. And especially, they were not to bo op- 
pressed. The law is very full on this point, in Exodus xxii, 
22. " Ye shall not afflict any widow or fatherless child." 
You see all these women and children would be widows or 
orphans, and therefore not to be oppressed. And if they 
should oppress such, God said he would hear their cry, and 
Would visit the oppressor with judgments. Does this look 
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like a permission to make slaves of them ? I wish every 
slaveholder, and every apologist for slavery, would read the 
law on this point, in the following verses: " If thou afflict 
them in amjwise, and they cry at all unto me, I will surely 
hear their cry, and my wrath shall wax hot, and I will kill 
you with the sword ; and your wives shall be widows, and 
your children fatherless." That is the provision which the 
law of Moses made for the security of these widowed and or- 
phan captives against oppression. And then they were to 
be incorporated with the people of Israel, and every third 
year a tenth part of the produce of the fields was to be set 
apart for the very purpose of maintaining persons in this 
situation — for the poor, the widow, and the fatherless. 

God often reminds his people not to oppress strangers, be- 
cause they had been strangers; and he says to them, " Ye 
know the heart of a stranger." Did he at the same time 
authorize them to seize upon strangers, and claim them as 
property, and reduce them to the condition of a mere appen- 
dage, a chattel, a thing ? He says, " Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself." Any specific action that is contrary 
to that, is against the law of God. 

We have further evidence that God did not intend to 
sanction slavery. It was a standing law, that " He that 
Btealeth a man and selleth him, or if he be found in his hand, 
he shall surely be put to death." Another standing law of 
Israel was this : " Thou shalt not deliver to his master the 
servant which is escaped from his master unto thee : he shall 
dwell with thee, even among you, in that place which he 
shall choose in one uf thy gates ; thou shalt not oppress him." 
Deut. xxiii, 14 — 15. Take these two laws together, and it is 
impossible that slavery, or involuntary servitudo should exist. 
It is not to be understood as applicable to men who have re- 
ceived the pay for their labor, and then refuse to complete 
their own contract, but of men who are held to involuntary 
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servitude, that is, to Blaves from among the heathen, where 
slavery was a common thing ; for, by the supposition, there 
were and could be none among the Israelites. There the 
law was, that if a slave escaped from bondage, and fled to 
the land of Israel, the whole nation should rise up and pro- 
tect him. So sacredly does the law of God regard human 
liberty. 

On the other side, we often hear it granted, that the Jews 
were not allowed to enslave their brethren, nor to steal slaves 
from the heathen. But it is said, they might go to the slave 
markets in the surrounding heathen nations, and buy slaves, 
and hold them forever. But I iind it difficult to see how this 
can be done at any rate, without robbery. Suppose a man 
goes to the slave-market, and buys a slave — can he buy any 
better title than the seller sells? The transfer is in fact only 
exchanging the robbery, and putting the stolen property into 
other hands. Would God sanction such a practice ? See 
how it is spoken of incidentally in other cases. 

There is the case of Joseph, who was sold to the Ishmael- 
ites. That was as fair a slave deal as ever I heard of. But 
what does Joseph say to it " For indeed," says he, " I was 
stolen away out of the land of the Hebrews," Gen. x1. 15. 
Those Arabs stole him, although they bought him, and paid 
•their money for him. This settles the question, that buying 
a man and paying money for him is man-stealing, according 
to Scripture language. 

Again, it is said, that debtors, who could not pay their 
debts, might lawfully be reduced to slavery, and sold for 
payment. This is laid down as law in almost every mod- 
ern commentary on the laws of Moses. Now, look at it. 
Here is a man who has been unfortunate, and is not able to 
pay a debt which he has contracted, and it is said that the 
law enacted by the Almighty allows him to be sold into 
perpetual slavery, extending to his children and his poster- 
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ity forever. If God has sanctioned this, I will yield the 
point ; but let us look at the proof, and see if he really has 
lent his sanction to such a method of procedure. What is 
the spirii. of the Levitical law in regard to debts ? Read 
Duet. XV, 1—10. 

Does that look like selling poor debters into slavery ? Our 
hearts are so calculating and avaricious now, that we cannot 
receive such a law in its simple and obvious meaning. We 
can hardly conceive of society organized on such a principle, 
as that no debt should be binding over seven years. Such a 
society would be almost like Heaven. Every kind disposition, 
every generous feeling is encouraged, and no sanction or 
authority given to any liarshness or severity towards unfor- 
tunate debtors. That law places the poor under the special 
protection of Heaven, and leaves them no longer subject to 
the gripe of the unmerciful. No wonder David loved the 
law of God. How his mind glows and burns as he contem- 
plates that law. It was sweeter to him than honey, or the 
honey-comb. 

But was there no servitude among the Jews? Yes, doubt- 
less there was The relation of servant is as necessary to 
the happiness and comlbrt of society as any other relation. 
The chapter before us, Deut. xv, assures us that " the poor 
sliall never cease out of the land." And the poor have need 
of the rich, as well as the rich need of the poor. There is a 
mutual dependence, and mutual obligati<m. But their natu- 
ral rights are the same, and both are recognized and estab- 
lished and s-ecured by the laws of Moses. 

But it is said that some are horn slaves. So it is said in 
the flchools; so it is said in the commentaries; so it is ex- 
tensively believed and practised ; that if a parent is a slave, 
that alone condemns the child to slavery. But how say the 
Scriptures.'' "They shall say no more. The fatiiers have 
euten sour grapes, and tlie children's teeth ate set on edge." 
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Jer. xxzi, 29- Here it is laid down as a maxim of the divine 
law that children shall not suffer the penalty of their father's 
sin, but that "every one shall die for his own iniquity." 
And therefore it is not reasonable to suppose that (^od would 
sanction the practice of enslaving children on account of 
either the conduct or the condition of their parents. 

But if we look further into the Scripture usages, we shall 
find that a home-born servant, instead of being enslaved, was 
considered entitled to peculiar privileges. David alludes to 
this relation, and claims or asks for the benefit of it, in Psalm 
1 16, where he exclaims, " I am thy servant, and the son of 
thy handmaid, thou hast loosed my bonds." Jeremiah 
alludes to it, " Is Israel a servant .* Is he a home-born slave ? 
Why is he spoiled Jer. ii, 14. There, if you will look in 
your Bibles, you will see that the word sluzc is in Italics, 
because theie is no word for it in Hebrew, but the transla- 
tors put it in to fill up the sense, as they thought, but it is 
plain, from what follows, that they erred. The inquiry is 
this, " Is Israel a servant, yea, a home-born, i e. a privileged 
one Why is he spoiled ? " The prophet wonders to see 
him despoiled of the rights and privileges which belonged to 
him. The truth is, that a home-born servant, so far from be- 
ing a slave, had advantages secured to him which a hired 
servant was not entitled to. — [iJen. James H. Dickey.} 

2, If a man sell his daughter, " This the Jews allowed 
no man to do," says Dr. A. Clarke, on this place, " but in ex- 
treme diatress, when he had no goods, either moveable or im- 
moveable, left, even to the clothes on his back ; and he had 
this permission only while she was unmarriagable. It may 
appear at first view strange, that such a law should be given ; 
but let it be remembered, that this servitude could extend, at 
the utmost, only to six years ; and that it was nearly the same 
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as in some cases of apprenticeship among ns ; where the pa- 
rents bind the child for seven years, and have from bis master 
so much for work during that time." 

3. He shall be sold for his theft. And how many slave 
masters in this nation would now have to be sold themselves 
into slavery, were they to be judged by this law ! 

4. He shall be surely punished. And here is another 
feature of the Mosaic law, in relation to servants, which shows 
how unjust and cruel ^hat system of slavery is, which prevails 
in this land ; among the Jews, if a servant was killed by the 
cruel treatment of his master, that master was punished with 
death. See Gen. ix, 5 — Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by 
man shall his blood be shed. But not so now among us ; in 
the United States, scores and hundreds of slaves have been 
killed by the treatment of their "masters" and "drivers," 
and not a single instance was ever known here of a white 
man being hung for the murder of a slave ! And yet these 
very persons refer us to this passage of Scripture, as a justifi- 
cation of slave-holding, because it is added, nottoithstanding, 
if he remain a day or two, he shall not be punished, for 
he is his money. That is, if the servant survive a day or 
two after he had been deservedly beaten by his master, and 
then died, it might be presumed in that case that he died from 
some other cause, and consequently the only punishment 
which the master should suffer was the loss of the servant's 
time, for the servant was to him, for the tioje being, instead of 
money. This passage is far from asserting that the servant 
was his master's property, in the same sense in which slaves 
are supposed to be the master's property by the enslavers of this 
country ; the sense of it is, simply, the servant is to his mas- 
ter instead of money ; he represents, for the time being, his 
master's money. 

5. He shall surely be put to death. And would Ameri- 

4 
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can Christian enslavers be wiliing to be judged by this law ? 
And is there one solitary slave-holder in this nation, who, ac- 
cording to this precept, is not either a man -thief, or a receiver 
of those who have been stolen ? It does not and cannot alter 
the case, as. to the. manner in which one. has come into the 
possession of those human beings whom he claims as his prop- 
erty ; if they are found in his hand, this law says be should be 
put to death. 

6. I will surely hear their cry. The people of this land 
once felt themselves oppressed by the government of Great 
Britain. At that time they were comparatively poor and de- 
fenceless ; but they cried unto the Lord and entreated Him to 
undertake for them ; and now the most sceptical acknowl- 
edge that God did hear their cries, and that He did undertake 
for them against those who oppressed them. And now, who 
can read these words, and think cf the millions of poor slaves 
who are so cruelly oppressed by this nation, and not tremble 
in view of the danger to which it must, according to the prin- 
ciples of God's government, be exposed ! Are there no or- 
phan children, no afflicted widows, among our millions of 
slaves, who«;e cries God, in justice, may yet hear? And was 
it in answer to the cries of such, and in fulfillment of the 
threatening here denounced, that he permitted the dreadful 
.scenes which occurred at Southampton, in Virginia, a few 
years ago ? 

7. JWither deal falsely, neither lie one to another. The 
following fact may be given for thousands of the kind, which 
are constantly occurring among the enslavers of the human 
species ; it is from the Hudson (Ohio) Observer ; and it is 
said to have taken place not long since. " Mr. R., a public 
officer, boarding at the same place with myself, is a slave- 
holder, and a strong advocate for slavery. He came home a 
few days since and related the following circumstanced. 
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" The Rev. Mr. B. is the owner of several slaves, one of 
which has a wife that belongs to another man in the city. The 
slave had been guilty of some crime and was confined in jail ; 
and the Rev. Mr. B. came to me, not more than half an hour 
after preaching a funeral sermon, and offered to sell him to me. 

I went to the jail with Mr. , a noted slave-trader, to see 

the st<ive, and then returned and closed the bargain with the 
Rev. Mr. B., his master. «]\ow,'. said Mr. B., «do not tell 
the slave that you have bought him, but that I'have let him out 
to yon.' No, said 1, 1 shall tell him no lies. We then went 
again to the jai!, and Rev. Mr. B. said to the negro, " Robert, 
I have hired you out to this man for a time, you must go with 
him.' 

" But Robert, suspecting the horrid truth from his having 
been just before examined by the slave-dealer, looked up to. 
Mr. B. and said, ' No, you liave sold me to go down the river. 
Now, Mr. B.,' he continued, 'you profess to be a Christian, 
and a preacher of tlie gospel, but how do you expect to get 
to Heaven, v>hen you will sell me from my toife to he sent 
down the river ? ' " Here, this preaching slave-holder and 
slave-dealer tells a lie himself, and attempts also to induce his 
neighbor to tell another, and all this in addition to his crime of 
having sold for money the image of the infinite God, and 
parted forever a husband from his wife ! 

8. The wages of him that is hired. If it was a sin 
against God for one under the Mosaic economy to retain the 
wages of a hired servant for the space of one night only, how 
much more guilty must one be now, under the gospel dispen- 
sation, who compels a man to work during hi.=> whole life time, 
and pays him nothing for hire? 

9. A stumbling-block before the blind. And is it no 
critne in the sight of a holy God, to make millions of hU' 
man beings blind, as the slaves in this country are made. 
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by the unjust and oppressive laws which forbid their instruc- 
tion, even in a Sabbath school ? This the laws of Louisiana 
do under the penalty of five hundred dollars fine for the first 
ofience, and death for the second ! 

10. Love thy neighbor as thyself. Do those who vio- 
lently withhold their neighbors' liberty from them, love their 
neighbor as themselves ? And bow near do those come to 
the fulfilling of this command, who sell husbands and part 
them forever from their wives? who sell children and part 
them forever from their parents ? , Do those love their neigh- 
bors as themselves, who take the avails of their labor without 
paying them for it ? 

11. Thou shalt relieve him. No class of men in the 
known world suiTer a greater amount of evils than the slaves 
of this country ; but from what part of these evils the slave- 
holders or their apologists are now endeavoring to relieve 
them, it is not very easy to determuie. See Chapters one and 
six. 

12. Thou shaltnot compel him tr- -ler -<t a bond-servant. 
No Hebrew could be compelled tc jaster more than 
six years; but a bond-servant, »' • , one who was not an 
Hebrew, might be compelle'' " /e till the year of jubilee. 
A Hebrew might be retain iorvitude till the year of ju- 
bilee, if it was his own cl . , Mot otherwise, fc-'ee Ex. xxi, 
5 — 6. Nor, indeed, could u Hebrew, nor any stranger, be 
retained in servitude any time afler he was abused and treated 
with unjustifiable severity by his master. See Ex. xxi, 26 — 
27. Are all slaves in this land set free as soon as they are 
maimed by their masters or drivers ? 

Every seventh day among the Jews was a Sabbath, or day 
of rest ; every seventh year was also a Sabbath year, during 
which the land and the people rested, and all Hebrew servants 
wore at liberty to go free from their masters. And then every 
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fiftieth year was termed a jubilee, beyond which time no ser- 
vant could be held to the service of his master. See Chap, 
iv, 11. 

13. Of them shall ye buy bond-men and bond-maids. 
The word used here by our translators is bondmen, but in the 
original Hebrew it is the same that is commonly translated 
servants, and it is not easy to see why the translators changed 
the word. As it is, this is the great proof-text of the slave- 
holder, to which he always retreats as his final strong hold. 
It would not answer his purpose half so well if it had been 
translated servants, as it is in other places. But let us exam- 
ine it a little. This text is said to authorize both buying slaves 
us merchandize, and holding men in perpetual, and hereditary 
slavery. But in the first place, it nowhere authorizes the 
enslaving of children born of these bondmen. It is one 
mistake of the slave-holder, in supposing that the Israelites 
were allowed to hold such children in slavery. On the con- 
trary, they were required by the Abrahamic covenant to be 
circumcised the eighth day, and thus enrolled among God's 
visible people. It is another mistake in supposing that these 
bondmen were purchased in a slave-market, as slaves are 
purchased in this country. The Jaws that prohibited man- 
stealing, and the delivering up of fugitive servants are totally 
inconsistent with the idea that there could be slave-markets in 
the nation of Israel. And as to the supposition that they 
were permitted to go out as soul drivers, on a voyage of spec- 
ulation, into the surrounding heathen nations, to buy up slaves, 
it is too forbidding to be believed without evidence. How 
then were they to acquire these bondmen ? If we observe 
the language of scripture carefully, it will set us right ou this 
point. Read two or three of the succeeding verses : 

" And if a sojourner or a stranger wax rich by thee, and 
thy brother that dwelletb by him wax poor, and sell himself 
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unto the stranger or sojourner by thee, or to the stock of the 
stranger's family : after that he is sold he may be redeemed 
again ; one of his brethren may redeem him." 

Here you see how they became bondmen. They sold 
themselves ; that is, they made a contract of service, it may 
be for a term of years, or for life, or indefinitely, but it was a 
contract of their own. And if it was indefinite, or whatever 
it might be, the year of jubilee put an end to it, and pro- 
claimed liberty to all. 

It is understood by some that the word forever, in the forty- 
sixth verse, refers not to the duration of the servitude at all, 
(though if it did, the jubilee would terminate it) but to the du- 
ration of the law ; and then the meaning would be, that you 
shall forever obtain your bondmen from the surrounding na- 
tions — [Rev. James H. Dickey.^ 

And it should always be borne in mind, in the examination 
of this subject, that, though the ancient Hebrews were per- 
mitted to buy servants and keep them for a limited time, yet 
they were never authorized to steal them, or to buy or keep 
those who had been stolen, and not only so, but those who 
were bought sold themselves, as may be seen by consulting 
the forty-seventh verse of this chapter, and also 1 Kings xxi, 
20 ; 2 Kings vii, 17 ; and Gen, xlvii, 24. 

14. Ye shall be remembered. Here God promised the 
Jews success, when they went to war against those that op- 
pressed them ; would not the same principles of his govern- 
ment lead him to favor the oppressed in this land, in an attempt 
to gain their freedom ? At the same time, no Christian, who 
is opposed to slavery, would, or could for one moment, either 
propose or encourage such an attempt, otherwise than in the 
use of moral means. The true friends of the enslaved in 
this land, do not believe it would be right for the oppressed to 
use any violence, (not even the whips with which their own 
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backs have been so often lacerated) for the purpose of obtain- 
ing their rights. Yet, should the slaves ever attempt this by 
any means, says the immortal Jefferson, " The Almighty has 
no attribute which could take sides with us in such a contest." 

15. Thou slialt not steal. This commandment would 
certainly have prevented all slave-holding among the Jews, 
had it not been for the express permission of God ; just the 
same as the coir;rnand which says. Thou shalt not kill, 
would have prevented the nearest of kin, among the Jews, 
from killing the murderer of his friend, without a piocess at 
law, if God had not given them his permission to do this. 

Now, here is a man who holds in his possession the liberty 
of one of his species ; it is the liberty of a slave, who was 
born in his own house ; this slave never gave this master hia 
liberty, he never sold it to him, nor has he ever forfeited it by 
crime, hut yet the master has got it in his possession, and he 
holds it fast. How came this master by the liberty of this 
man ? He never bought it of the slave, and the slave could 
not have sold it, if he would ; nor has he bought it of a third 
person, for it never was possessed by a third person. 
How came he by it, if he did not steal it? We know 
indeed, it may be said, that the laws gave the master a 
title to this man's liberty ; but who made those laws ? Why, 
slave-holders, to be sure ! And where did slave-holders ob- 
tain their authority to make laws, which controvene the law 
of the infinite God, which says, 7^07^ shalt not steall The 
truth is, they have no such authority, they never had, and they 
never can have ; and hence every man who holds the person 
of a human being as his property, does so in violation of the 
eighth commandment, which says, Thozt shalt not steal ! 

But suppose again, that the liberty of this slave is sold to a 
third person ; is the man's title to the liberty of this enslaved 
human being any better than his who sells it ? Does not the 
purchaser know, as every man in this nation knows, that this 
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man has been robbed of his liberty, — that he never has been, 
and that he never can be paid an equivalent for it ? And yet, 
he buys and holds in his possession that which he knows has 
been stolen, and to which he cannot have, in the nature of 
things, any just title ! Now let the reader suppose a case, if 
he can, of one slave in this land whose liberty has not been 
stolen, and which is not now withheld by an act of fraud and 
theft, similar to that stated above. 

JVeither shalt thou covet anything that is thy neighbor'' s. 
And how can one withhold from his neighbor, his peroonal 
LiBKRTY, his wife, his children, and keep hack the fruit of 
his labor, and not break this command of God ? And yet, I 
once heard this very precept quoted in the Theological Semi- 
nary at Andover, to prove that shivery must continue to exist 
to the end of time, or this commandment, it was supposed, 
could not.be fu'filled ! So persecution must continue to the 
end of the world, or Christians cannot have the privilege of 
praying for their persecutors ! And human intelh'gcncies must 
always continue in a course of sin, or the Deity will not have 
the glory of forgiving them I 

18. And it be sin unto thee. And think you not, reader, 
that there are a few Christian enslavers in this land who need to 
have those and the foregoing cautions repeated in their hearing? 
Mark how strictly the Jews were commanded to remember 
and pity the poor, the fatherless, and widows ; and give 
them sufficient for their need, in that which they might want 
for their souls and their bodies. And is the great God less 
merciful, less just, less jealous now, for the welfare of the 
poor slave ? 

1!). Thoji shalt surely give htm, — and thy heart shall 
not be grieved when thou givest unto him. We not un- 
frcquently hear of the liberal gifts which many enslavers be- 
8tgw for the advancement of some particular objects ; but 
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how seldom does ever one slave have his liberty restored to 
him, and how seldom do any of them receive anything like a 
just equivalent for their toils and labors ! If we request those 
who have grown rich and fed upon the slave's unrequited labor 
ever since they were born, to restore to the injured slave his 
rights, without even making any gift to him at all, their 
hearts are "grieved" at once, and we are told that we are 
only rendering the slave's condition worse than it was before, 
by making such a request ! 

21. Thou shalt not let him go aioay empty. This was 
a matter of justice. From this and the following passages, 
it appears that in six years a servant among the Hebrews 
brought a sufficient profit to his master to pay him double for 
his freedom, and to furnish himself with grain and stock to 
begin to labor for his own support. How will the conduct of 
the slave-masters in this land, who refuse ever to let their ser- 
vants go free at all, and who perpetually withhold from them 
all remuneration for their labors, compare with this law ? 

" Here we see that a poor man might be brought into such 
a state of embarrassment that he could not pay his debts, and 
fae was allowed to sell himself for six years. It is not said 
that the creditor had authority to sell him. But it was a 
mutual contract, by which the debtor bound himself. And so 
careful is this precious law of God of human liberty, that it 
would not allow a man to bind or sell himself for more thaa 
six years. And when the term of service was out they were 
not to be sent out empty, as if their liberty was grudged. And 
if a mar. liked to remain in his plitce, he could be bound to 
serve for a longer term ; in which case he was to be takea 
before a magistrate, to see that no undue advantage was taken, 
and then have his car bored, as a token that he was a servant 
*' forever." But this does not mean perpetual slavery. The 
word translated forever means throughout the term ; that is. 
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whatever may be the subject of discourse, the word means, 
throughout its continuance. !n this case there was a univer- 
Eal rule that no servitude could lawfully continue beyond the 
year of jubilee. The mim that had his ear bored was, 
therefore, bound to remain in his place till the jubilee, when 
liberty was proclaimed to all, without exception. 

" In order to understand the .subject, it is necessary to con- 
sider the very peculiar structure of society in the Hebrew 
commonwealth. The land was all in the hands of a few 
persons, each one of whom was the head of his family or clan. 
When he died, his eldest son inherited all the real estate. The 
younger sons, and the descendants of younger sons, not hiv- 
ing land, were obliged to seek such employment as the vari- 
ous departments of society require. This elder son was the 
person to whom the right of redemption belonged, the god 
kinsman, or redeemer. He was also the head of the family, 
and all his brethren being employed under him. were his serv- 
ants. These common people were provided for by the sab- 
batical year, when they, all became free. But for the land- 
holder himself, if he was reduced to the necessity of alienat- 
ing his land, and for the strangers or foreigners who were 
bound to service, the jubilee was provided. If the landholder 
was poor, and obliged to sell his land, he had a right to redeem 
it. Cut at any rate, in the fiftieth year it would revert to the 
family, of course If he had become so dependant as to be 
obliged himself to become a servant, he was not to be treated 
as a common laborer, but with respect, because he was a type 
of the Messiah, or glorious elder Brother. This was the dis- 
tinction between the common Israelites and the landholders 
who became poor, and were employed as servants. 

There was another class of servants among the Israel- 
ites ; that is, the heathen, strangers us they were called, who 
came into the nation for employment. And the law encour- 
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aged their coming in. They never could be landholders, Jbat 
they might be employed, and they enjo)'ed not only protection, 
but the advantJiges of God's house, religious instruntion, &c. 
Under this idea it is that fsaiah says, in reference to a period 
of great prosperity, ' Strangers shall stand and feed your flocks, 
and the sons of the alien shall be your ploughmen and your 
vine dressers.' — Isaiah Ixi, 5." — [Rev. James H. Dickey.^ 

24. Thou ahalt not deliver unto his master, 8fC. This 
is supposed to refer to the case of a servant who had fled from 
an idolatrous master, and gone over to the children of Israel ; 
if so, ad.'nitting the justice of the present system of slavery, 
would there not be precisely as much propriety in applying 
this passage to the cases of those slaves who now run away 
from their wicked and cruel masters, as there is in quoting 
other passages of Scripture to justify this system of slavery ? 

25. That thief shall die. Many thousands of the peo- 
ple of color who are legally free in this land, have been stolon, 
kidn:ipped, and sold into interminable and hopeless bondage ; 
and there is abundance of evidence which may be relied on to 
protfe that scores of such are stolen and sold mto slavery in 
this country every year, besides the two hundred, or more, who 
are seized and made slaves of, every day, as soon as they are 
born. How will this law apply to these facts ? 

27. Thou shall remember that thou toast a bond-man 
in Egypt. And how can Americans forget the bondage 
which they once suftered, and from which they fought and 
bled to be free ? Well has Jefferson exclaimed, — " What an 
incomprehensible machine is man ! who can endure toil, 
famine, stripes, imprisonment, and death itself, in vindication 
of his own liberty, and the next moment be deaf to all those 
motives whose power supported him through- his trial, and in- 
flict on his fellow-men a bor.dage, one hour of which is fraught 
with more misery, than ages of that which he roea in rebellion 
to tipi<oefe.** 
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" But," adds this truly great man, " We must wait with 
patience the workings of an overruling Providence, and hope 
that, that is preparing the deliverance of these our sufl'ering 
brethren. When the measure of their tears shall be full, when 
their groans shall have involved Heaven itself it darkness — 
doubtless a God of justice will awaken to their distress, and by 
diffusing light and liberality among their oppressors, or at 
length by his exterminating thunder, manifest his attention to 
the things of this world, and that they are not left to the guid- 
ance of -2 blind fatality." 

Upon a careful examination of the foregoing scriptures, we 
come to the follo\f ing conclusions in respect to the servitude 
allowed among the Jews, and its dilference from American 
slavery : 

1. The Hebrews held some in servitude for a limited pe- 
riod, by the special permission and direction of God ; and 
this permission was given on the very same ground that a He- 
brew was permitted to kill a man who had murdered his friend, 
(Num. XXXV, 19,) and he might do this without the process of 
a trial. And upon the same ground, the Jews were permitted 
to commence and carry on exterminating wars against the 
idolatrous nations around them. Hence we suppose that it is 
as really wrong for any man in thi.-^ age of the world, to take 
away the liberty of his innocent neighbor, or to lipid it from 

'him in any way, without an express permission from God, as 
it would be for one to kill the murderer of his friend now, 
without the forms of law. 

2. Two-thirds of all the servants in Israel were free at the 
end of six years ; and the fiftieth year all were set free. 
There was no such thing as hereditary servhude among the 
Jews. 

But American slavery is perpetual, to the very last moment 
of the slave's earthly existence, and by law it is entailed upon 
ali of bia descendants to the latest posterity. 
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3. Jewish servitude was voluntary, except in those cases 
where it was the penalty annexed to crime. 

But American slavery is invohintary. No one who is now 
a slave in this land, was ever consulted, before his liberty was 
taken away, whether he would be a slave or not ; and if he 
had been, he could not have given his master a just and 
proper title to his body as his property. 

4. Under the Mosaic economy, servants might contend 
with their masters about their rights; and to despise the 
cause of such was considered a heinous crime. (See Job 
xxxi, 13.) 

But here, in this land of Christians, slaved can make no 
contracts of any kind ; they can haVe no legal right to any 
property ; all they have and are, belongs to their masters. 

5. The laws of Moses granted freedom to a servant who 
had been cruelly treated. (See Ex. xxii, 26 — J27.) 

But our Christian laws allow the master to punish hit 
slave, as much as he desires, and afford the slave no redress ; 
nay, if the slave makes any resistance, the laws expressly 
justify the master in putting him to death. In Kentucky, 
" any negro, mulatto, or Indian, bond or free," who " shall at 
anytime" even "lift his hand in opposition to anv white 
person, shall receive thiktv lashes on his or hex bare back, 
WELL LAID ON, by order of the Justice." 

6. Servants were carefully protected among the Jews, in 
their domestic relations; so that husbands and wives, parents 
and their children must not be separated. And in case the 
mother did not get her freedom as soon as her husband, the 
children remained with her ; and her master was bound to 
receive him to service again, in' case he chose to live with 
his wife and children. 

But here, slaves are entirely unprotected in their social 
and domestic relations; husbands and their wires, parents 
5 
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and their children may be, and they are separated and parted 
forever, at the irresponsible will of the master. 

7. The laws of Moses secured to servants the necessary 
mean&of instruction and consolation. 

But no such laws exist in this land ; here the operation of 
the laws tends directly to deprive the slaves of all " mental 
and religious " instruction," for their whole power is exerted 
to keep their slaves in the lowest kind of ignorance. 

8. The laws of Moses require every one to pity and love the 
stranger who might chance to come among the Jews, and un- 
der severe penalties they were forbidden to vex or oppress 
thom in any way. 

Here, the laws view every colored stranger as an enemy, 
and they consider him a slave until he proves his freedom. 

9. If a servant escaped from his master and fled to the land 
of Israel, the law of Moses commanded every one to protect 
him; and forbade any one to deliver such to his master 
again. 

But here, if a slave escape from his master, and flee to any 
part of the United States, the law forbids any one to protect 
him, and commands that he be delivered up to his master. 

10. The Mosaic law forbade man-stealing as the highest 
kind of tbeit> and condemned the perpetrator to suffer death 
as the penalty. 

But here, thousands of legally free people of color have 
been stolen, and sold into hopeless and involuntary servitude, 
as many now are every year, in this nation; and there is no 
law by which thoy can redress their wrongs. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

JOSHUA, JOB, AND EZRA. 

tjrod has always delivered his people from the op'- 
pression of their enemies, when they cried unto 
Him for deliverance. 

1. And when the Lord raised Ihem up judges, 
then the Lord was with the judge, and delivered 
them out of the hand of their enemies all the days of 
Ihe judge: for it repented the Lord because of their 
groanings by reason of them that oppressed them 
and vexed them. Jud. ii, 18. 

2. Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, I brought 
you up from Egypt, and brought you forth out of the 
house of bondage : and I delivered you out of the 
hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of all 
thnt oppressed you, and drove them out from before 
you and gave you their land. Jud. vi, 8. 

3. And Zidonians also and the Amalekites and 
the Maonites did oppress you; afld ye cried to me, 
and I delivered you out of their ha»3. Jud. x, 12. 

4. Now therefore ye are cursed, and there shall 
none of you be freed from being bondmen, and hew- 
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eis of wood and drawers of water, for the hottse of 
my God. Josh, ix, 23. 

5. There the wicked cease from troubling, and 
there the weary be at rest. There the prisoners rest 
together; they hear not the voice of the oppressor. 
The small and the great are there ; and the servant 
is free from his master. Job, iii, 17. 
• 6. To him that is afflicted, pity should be showed 
from his friend. Job, vi, 14. 

7. The wicked man travaileth in pain all his days, 
and the number of days is hidden to the oppressor. 
A dreadful sound is in his ears; in prosperity the 
destroyer shall come upon him. Job, xv, 20. 

8. Because he hath oppressed and hath forsaken 
the poor ; because he hath violently taken away an 
house which he builded not, surely he shall not feel 
quietness in his belly; he shall not save of that 
which he desired. Job, xx, 19. 

9. This is the portion of a wicked man with God, 
and the heritage of oppressors, which they shall re- 
ceive of the Almighty. Job, xxvii, 13. 

10. V^hen the ear heard me then it blessed me, 
and when the eye saw me, it gave witness to me ; 
because 1 delivered the poor that cried, and the fath- 
erless and him jhgt had none to help him. The 
blessing of hiin^iat was ready to perish came upon 
me: and 1 caused the widow's heart to sing for joy. 
Job, xxix, U. 
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11. I was eyes to the blind, and feet was I to the 
lame, I was a father to the poor ; and the cause 
which 1 knew not, I searched out. Job, xxix, 15. ^ 

12. If 1 did dispise the cause of my man-servant, 
w of my maid-servant, when they contended with me ; 
what then shall I do when God riseth up ? And when 
he visiteth, what shall I answer him ? Job xxxi, 13. 

13. If I have withheld the poor from their desire, 
or have caused the eyes of the widow to fail ; or 
have eaten my morsel myself alone, and the father- 
less hath not eaten thereof ; if [ have seen any per- 
ish for Want of clothing, or ahy poor without cover- 
ing, if his loins have not blessed mo, and if he werfe 
not war.tied with the fleece of my sheep ; if I have 
lifted up my hand against the fatherless, when I saw 
my help in the gate; then let mine arm fall from ray 
shoulder-blade, and mine arm be broken from the 
bone. Job, xxxi, 16. 

14. By reason of the multitude of oppressions,' 
they make the oppressed to cry ; they cry out "by 
reason of the arm of the mighty. Job, xxxv, 9. 

15. He deliverelh the poor in his affliction, and 
openeth their ears in oppression. Job, xxxvi, 15. 

16. And now for a little space grace hath been 
showed from the Lord our God, to lca\'e us a rem- 
nant to escape, and to give us a nail in his holy 
place, that our God may lighten our eyes, and give 
'us a little reviving in -oUr bondage^j^ Ezra, ix, 8. 

5* 
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NOTfiS ON CHAPTER IV. 

i ^em that oppressed them. The Jctva were delivered 
into the huncfs of their eneiiiieSj not nnfreqaently, as a chas- 
tisement for their sins ; yet, even in these cases, God regarded 
their groanings; and when they cried nnto him^ he saved then) 
from the powe;r of their oppressors. But the bondage which 
the slaves of this land are now safTering, is not a panishment 
for any sin which they tan have committed ; they are guilty 
of no crime either against God or man, for which they are now 
enslaved ; and hence there is so mnch the more reason to be- 
lieve, that when they cry onto the great avenger of wrongs/ 
be will hear and deliver them. 

2. Jtnd gave you their land. And will not this language 
apply, with some degree of propriety, to the people of this 
nation ? Have ^e not been delivered front the hand of the 
oppressor ? Do we not now inherit the land that once be- 
longed to' others i And shall we now, in our turn, become the 
oppressors of the poor and defenceless? It is a remarkable 
fact, that this nation does now oppress a greater number of its 
own citizens, by the system of slavery which it upholds, than 
the whole number of our forefathers who were oppressed for- 
merly by the government of Great Britain ! Yes, a greater' 
number of the citizens of these United States are now far 
more cruelly oppressed by our own government, than our an- 
cestors were, who rose in rebellion sixty years ago against the 
government of England ; and one hour of that bondage which 
we now inflict on three millions of our own citizens, as Jef- 
ferson remarks, is fraught With more misery and guilt, than 
ages of that which we rose? in rebellion to oppose ! 

8. Ve . cried, to m^) aatd. I delivered you. The opp^e^sioo 
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herd referred to, as remarked above, waa what the Jews sni'- 
fered as a chastisement, fqr their sins ;, and yet God. delivered 
them, from, it, as: soon as they repented and. cried nnto him. 
And is it presumption in us to infer that. God, will ncm deliver 
the oppressed, in answer to prayer, and, especially sQ.ch,a3 bav0 
not sinned against him ? Will not. God hear his own people^ 
who cry day and night unto him, in the behalf of those that 
are in. bonds, and. who have Committed no crime ? 

4. Ye are cursed. This, as the reader will have perceived^ 
refers to the Gibeouites ; they were among the nations. whom 
the Hebrews were commanded utterly to destroy for their idol-" 
atry. Deut xx, 17. But by stratagems, and lies, they so de- 
ceived Joshua that he entered into a covenant with them, and 
gave them a solemn oath that they should be spared. For this 
wicked deception, this curse was pronounced upon them, by 
which, their national existence Was annihilated. The state of 
servitude to. which these, idolaters were reduced Was a blessr 
ing to them, because without it they must have, been put to 
death. And has God ever given a' command tp any. of the 
people of this country- to commence a. wa.r of exterminatioa 
against. Africa,, and to make, slaves, of all who. ar^ no,t put, to 
death ? 

6. The servant is free from his master. How often the 
weary, Worn-out slaves look to the grave as the. place of their 
rest ; and how many thousands of them. must, in all probabil- 
ity, die without any well grounded, hope of rest, beyond it !. 

" Let sorrow bathe each blusliing cheek, 

Be.nd piteous- o'er the tortured slave,, 
Wb«3e wroogs compassion cannot speab. 

Whose only refuge is the grave." 

6. Piiy should b6 shoibn. But let a white man or woman 
at the South manifest the least pity for the afflicted slaves, and 
it will be sure to bring down. upQq.himsisIf the ^CQrjSian^.QOlir 
tempt of moEft of their " raaBtera " and " drivers." 
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V. A dreadful soufid is in his eats. Or as the iWargltl 
irieads, & sound of feat is in his ears. This is said of thd 
oppressor ; and a raore striking illastratibn of this truth could 
not well be giv^n, {)erhaps, than that made in a speech dcliv* 
fered in the bouse of delegates of Virginia, in Jahuary, 1832, 
on the policy of the State with regard to her Slave population, 
by Jahies McDowell, Jr. 

One of the members of the hodse had remarked, that the 
insurrection at Southampton, when scores of the whites had 
been murdered by thi^ slaves, ^t^a^ a "petty affair;" upon 
vVhich Mr. McDowell read extracts from a niimber of letters 
written by soiiie of the most respectable men in the State, td 
show the terror and dismay which prevailed in the minds of 
the citizens in every part of the d6mmunity, and then pro- 
ceeded as follows : — 

" Now, sir, I ask ybii, I ask gekitl^men in conscience to say, 
v/as this a « petty affair ? ' I ask you whether that was a * petty 
affair,' which startled the feelings of your whole population — 
which threw a portion of it into alarm — a portion of it intd 
panic ; which wrurig put from an affrighted people thn thrilling 
tery, day after day conveyed to yotir executive, • We are in 
peril of our lives — send us an army for defence.* Was that d 
• petty affair ' which drove families from their homes ? which 
Assembled women and children in clfbwds, and without shelter, 
at places of common refuge, in ev^ry condition of weakness 
and infirmity, under every suffering Which want, and pain, and 
terror could inflict, yet willing to endure all — willing lo meet 
death from famine^ death from Climate, death from hardships, 
preferring anything rather than the horrors of nieeting it from 
a domestic assassin ? Was that a < petty affair ' which erected 
a peaceful and confiding portion of the State into a military 
teamp, which outlawed from pity the unfortunate beings whose 
brothers had ofiended, which barred every door, penetrated 
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^rery bosom with fear or suspicion, which so banished every 
sense of security from every man's dwel'ing, that let but a 
hoof or a born break upon the silence of the night, and an 
aching throb would be.drlven to the heart ; the husband would 
look to his weapon, and the motbier would shudder and w^ep 
upon her cradle ! 

" Was it the fear of Nat; Turner, and bis deluded, drunken 
handfuU of fellows, which produced such ciFects ? Was it 
this that induced distant countries, where the very name of 
Southampton was strange, to arm and equip for a struggle ? 
No, sir, it was the suspicion ■ eternally attached to the slave 
himself — the suspicion that a Nat. Turner might be in every 
family ; that the same bloody deed could be acted over at any 
time and in any place ; that the materials for it were spread 
through the land and always ready for a like explosion. Noth- 
ing but the force of this withering apprehension, nothing 
but the paralyzing and deadening weight, with which it falls 
upon and prostrates the heart of every man, who has helpless 
dependents to protect,, nothing but this could have thrown a 
brave people into consternation, or could have, made any por- 
tion of this powerful Commonwealth, for a single insteint, to 
have quailed and. trembled." 

Yes, it is the " withering apprehension " which every 
slave-holder in this land carries in his own conscience, that the 
slaves have been otaraged, insulted^ and wronged, which 
makes the sound of fear in his ears. 

8. JSe shall not feel guiltless. How true it is that no 
enslaver in this land feels guiltless, every person at all; ac- 
quainted with the subject of slavery well knows. The re- 
marks, of Mr. McDowell show that a general sense! of danger 
and. insecurity, everywhere prevails to a great extent in the 
slave^ Sta^tes. Hence the, enslavers often, go armed^. and keep 
their arms constantly about their beds at night, for. f^ai; the 
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slaves may rise and take vengeance upon those who have op" 
pressed them. 

9. They shall receive of the Almighty. The evils '^e* 
scribed b the following verses, by the direction of God some'' 
times come upon tyrants and such as oppress their fellow men. 

10. The blessing of him that was ready to perish. And 
how very desirable is snch a blessing ! How much to be 
preferred before honors, or silver, or gold, or all that this 
world can afford ! And let every friend of the oppressed 
pray that it may come npon all the slave-holders in this, and 
<)very other part of the world ! 

11. The cause which I knew not, I searched out. I 
spared neither time nor pabs to find oat the condition of the 
oppressed and afBicted, that I might afford them all possible 
relief. And is it not likely that some of Job's contemporaries 
reproached him with " meddling with that which did not con- 
cern him ? " 

12. If I did despise the cause of my servant. As 
thongh he had said: — I have not denied my servants any 
privilege, whether civil or religions, which I enjoyed myself ; 
if they had any cause of complaint against any one, or even 
against myself, I gave Ihem a candid and impartial hearing, 
and rendered a just judgment in the case. Can the Christian 
enslavers of this land say this, now, of themselves ? And 
what will they do when God riseth up, if they have not done 
this? 

IS. Then let mine arm fall from my shoulder-blade. 
This is a most solemn asservation, that he never had wronged 
or oppressed the poor in any way, but that he had always ad- 
ministered to the wants of such, as far as it had been in his 
power. O that all who profess the Christian name could 
now say this with as much truth aa it wa« said by this ancient 
patriarch ! 
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14. They cry out by reason of the arm of, the mighty. 
The Rev. Mr. Giigrass, one of the Wesleyan Missionaries in 
the West-Indies, relates the following fact : " A master who 
lived near us in Kingston, Jamaica, wanted some money : and 
one of his female slaves having two fine children, he sold one 
of them, and the child was torn from her maternal affection. 
In the agony of her feelings, she made a hideous howling, 
and for that crime was flogged. Soon after, he sold her other 
child. This 'turned her heart within her,' and impelled her 
into a kind of madness. She howled night and day in the 
yard, tore her hair, ran up and down the streets and the parade, 
rending the heavens with her cries, and literally watering the 
earth wiih her tears. Her constant cry was, « Da wicked 
masaa Jew, he sell me children. Will no buckra massa 
pitynega? What me dot Me have no child.' As she 
stood before my window, she lifted up her hands towards 
Heaven and said : — * My massa, do me massa minister pity 
me! Me heart do so, (shaking herself violently) me heart 
do so because me have no child; me go a massa house, in 
massa yard, and in me hv*, and me no see em!' " 

15. He openeth their ears in oppression. He gives 
them instruction and comfort, notwithstanding their chains, 
when they look unto God for it. The Infinite Being is the 
great author and patron of science, nor can there scarcely be 
a more flagrant sin against Him, than to prevent the instruc- 
tion oC the IMMORTAL Minos whom He has made, and 
which he has endowed with a deathless capacity, and an insa- 
tiable thirst for the lights of science and religion. 

And yet, in this republican, this Christian land, we have 
numerous laws made and sanctioned with the heaviest penal- 
ties which it is in the power of human governments to inflict, 
for the very purpose of putting out the eyes of the mind, for 
the very purpose of preventing the instruction of millions of 
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the cilii'ens of these free and independent States ! In view of 
this one appalling fact, what American will not " tremble for 
fais country, when he reflects that God is just ! " 



CHAPTER V. 
DAVID. 

God has always manifested a peculiar pity and re- 
gard for the oppressed — and he promises his 

blessing upon all such as imitate Him in this 
thing. 

1. Lord, thou hast heard the desire of the hum- 
ble : thou wilt prepare their heart, thou wilt cause 
thine ear to hear; to judge the fatherless and the 
oppressed, that the meri of the earth may no more 
oppress. Ps. X, 17. 

2. When he maketh inquisition for blood, he re- 
tnembereth them ; he forgetieth not the cry of the 
humble. Ps. ix, VZ. 

3. For the oppression of the poor, for the sighing 
of the needy," now will I arise, saith the Lord ; I 
will set him in safety from him that.pufieth at him. 
Ps. xii, 5. 
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4. For he. hath not despised nor abhorred the af- 
fliction of the afflicted, neither hath he hid his face 
from him ; but when he cried unto him he heard. 
Ps. xxii, 24. 

5. Blessed is he that considereth the poor; the 
Lord will deliver him in time of trouble. The 
IjOrd will preserve him, and keep him alive; and 
he shall be blessed upon the earth ; and thou wilt 
not deliver him unto the will of his enemies. The 
Lord will strengthen him upon the bed of languish- 
ing ; thou wilt make up all his bed in his sickness, 
Ps.xli, 1. 

6. The LoKD will command his loving kindness 
in the day time, and in the night his song shall be 
with me, and my prayer unto the God of my life. 
I will say unto God my rock, Why hast thou for- 
gotten me? Why go I mourning because of the 
oppression of the enemy! Ps. xlii, 8. 

7. But unto the wicked, God saith, What hast 
thou to do, to declare my statutes, or that thou 
shouldst take my covenant in thy mouth ? seeing 
thou haiest instruction, and castest my words behind 
thee. When thou sawesl a thief, then thou consent- 
edst with him, and hast been partaker with adulter- 
ers. Ps. 1, 16. 

8. Give the king thy judgments, O God, and thy 
righteousness unto the king's son. He shall judge 
the poor of the people, he shall save the children of 

6 
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the needy, and shall break in pieces the oppressor. 
Ps. Ixxii, 1. 

9. For he shall deliver the needy when he crielh ; 
the poor ulso, and him that hath no helper. He 
shall spare the poor and needy, and shall save the 
souls of the needy. He shall redeem their soul from 
deceit and violence ; and precious shall their blood 
be in his sight. Ps. Ixxii, 12. 

10. Defend the poor and fatherless; do justice to 
the afflicted and needy. Deliver the poor and need}' ; 
rid them out of the hand of the wicked. Ps. Ixxxii, 3. 

11. Blessed is the people that know the joyful 
sound ; they shall walk, O Lohd, in the light of thy 
countenance: in thy name shall they rejoice all the 
da}''; and in thy righteousness shall they be exalted, 
Ps. Ixxxix, 15. 

12. The Lord executeih righteousness and judg- 
ment for all that are oppressed. Ps. ciii, 6. 

13. Deliver me from the oppression of man, so will 
I keep thy precepts. Ps. cxix, 134. 

14. 1 know that the Lord will maintain the 
cause of the affhcted, and the right of the poor. 



i. cxl, 12. 
15. Tlie Lord 



loosoth the prisoners; the Lord 



oppneih the eyes of the blind; the Lord raiteih 
them th:t are bowed down; the Loud loveth the 
righteous; the Lord preservpth the strangers; he 
relieveth the fatherless and widow; b'.:i the way of 
the wicked heturnfih upside ilown. Ps. cxlvi, 7. 
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NOTES ON CHAPTER V. 

1. Thou toilt prepare their heart. Thou wilt give them 
a disposition to seek after thee. So the great and good Being 
often sheds light upon the dark mind of the poor slave, who is 
oppressed, notwithstanding the unjust and cruel laws which 
are enacted to keep him in darkness. And when the heart of 
the afflicted is thus prepared, God hears the prayer which they 
offer unto Him. 

2. Heforgetteth not the cry of the humble. Let no one 
be discouraged in praying for the deliverance and salvation of 
the enslaved ; God may seem not to bear for awhile, but the 
prayer of faith shall not bo forgotten, it shall be answered in 
due time. God remembers not only the oppressed, but also 
those who make inquisition for their blood. The following 
account of some of the bloody inquisitions of this land, is 
from the pen of Dr. J. Torry, of Philadelphia. He says : 

" Thomas Clarkson states, in his ' History of the Abolition 
of the Slave-Trade,' that the arrival of slave-ships on the 
coasts of Africa, was the uniform signal for the immediate 
commencement of wars for the attainment of prisoners, for 
sale and exportation to America and the West-Indies. In 
Maryland and Delaware, the same drama is now performed in 
miniature. The arrival of the Man-Trafficerst laden with 
cash, at their respective stations near the coasts, or at their sev- 
eral inland posts, near the dividing line of Afaryland and Del- 
aware, (at some of which they have great prisons for the pur- 
pose) is the well known signal for the professed kidnappers, 
like beasts of prey, to commence their nightly invasions upon 
the fleecy flocks; extending their ravages, (generally attended 
with bloodshed and sometimes with murder,) and spreading 
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terror and consternation, among both freemen and slaves, 
throughout the sandy regions, from the western to the eastern 
shores. These hlood-hounds, when overtaken, which is rare, 
by the messengers of the law, are generally found armed with 
instruments of death, sometimes with pistols with patent spring 
daggers attached to them." In this way thousands of inno- 
cent unoffending men, women and children, have been stolen and 
carried from their friends and homes in this land of boasted 
freedom, and themselves and posterity doomed to suffer all 
the horrors of an unending bo ndage. 

3. JVow will J arise, saith the Lord. ' 

With snch promises as these, the Bible abounds ; and as sure 
as God is true, so surely he will yet undertake for the op- 
pressed. At the same time, we should keep in view his long- 
suffering and patience towards the oppressor; He pities these 
also, and commands them to repent, and it becomes our duty 
to pity them, and pray for them accordingly. 

4. jHe kath not despised — the affliction of the afflicted. 
The poor and the afflicted are generally despised by those 

who are the cause of the evils which they suffer; bat the afflic- 
tion of the oppressed is not despised by the Great God. 

5. Considereth the poor. 

By findmg oat their condition, visiting them, and adminis- 
tering to their wants. ; As a most remarkable example of this 
kind, let the reader consult the life of John Howard, and he 
will perceive how strictly the promise >yBS folfflled, which is 
made here to those who perform this heavenly work. 

6. Why hast thou forgotten me? 

This inquiry the Psalmist was sometimes led to make when 
he was in trouble; and when we reflect for a moment upon 
the accumulated wrongs which millions of the population of 
this country are doomed to suffer by the slave-system, can we 
wonder that some of them should adopt this langaage ? l» it 



& tbdrireiloDS thing, that matiy oT thdm sliduld he t^m^ted td 
think that there id tio God of justice?-^ That their masterSi 
wbb profess to love him and their felldvcr men as themselves^ 
are hypocrites ? 

7. ThoU consentedst iaith him. 

And by what process of reasoning catt it be shown that 
ev^ry slaveholder in this land does not, in some s^n^e, coun- 
tenance lh& fconduct 6f the adulterer and the man-thief? Tbd 
man who makes a habit of using intoxicating liquors, even if it 
be ^ver so temperately, is now set down by the voice of nearly 
the vvhole Christian world, as countenancing and promoting th& 
cause of intemperance; andifhebea professed Christian ot 
Christian minister, his example is believed and known to be so 
much the more pernicidus and fatal in its inflil^ncd. For Tvho 
does not knovv that the nriprincipled, idi^mperatci rum-drinker, 
does invariably refer to the habit of the very good Christian 
who uses the liquid poison, as a safficient jUstiiitiation df his 
intemperance ? 

And the more good which may bd said o^ sufib a professing 
Chrifitian, in some rdspects, the m6re dependence vtrill be 
placed, by the intemperate, tipdn his example. And it iii 
precisely so of the very kind and Christian enslavers of the 
human species; they do the very same to perpetuate the crime 
and the evils of siaveholding, which the respectable and Chris* 
tian rum-drinker, tfr the Christian distiller, does, to perpetuate 
the evils of intemperance. AtiS it is remarkable, that the 
most conclusive argument which dati be adduced at the present 
day in favor of siaveholding under any Circtimstances, is the 
fact, that both Christians and Christian ministera, nay, 
some of tiie most kind and respectable people at the South 
and West are slaveholders ! ! ! Now cati any candid 
observer fail of seeing that these very respectable, kind, and 
OhrisHaH esscavers cfthe human species, ttand jOBt a« 
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hiuch in the way of the final abolition of slavery, and the do- 
mestic slave-trade in this country, as the respectable and 
Christian i)I8tii.i<ers and bvm-dri27Ker8 do in the way 
of the temperance reformation ? 

How frequently the opposers of slavery arfe bow tauhtingly 
asked, " why do ybu not send yoUr agents to the South, wherd 
slavery exists ? " We answer, for the very same reason that 
temperance agents do not spend thtiur strength in preaching to 
the intemperate. We know that all successful action in th6 
anti-slavery cause, as well as in the temperance cause, must 
be carried on by those who arfe tiot " partakers with " sach as 
commit the evils which it is intended to remove^ 

8. He shall break in pieces the oppressor. 

This is said of Christ ; and so far as Christianity has pre-* 
Vailed in other civilized countries, it has already annihilateii 
slaveryi and broken the iron arm of the oppressor^ 

10. Deliver the poor. 

We shall see in the course of these chapters, that there ard 
as many commands in the Bible to a third person to delivet' 
the oppressed out of the hand of the oppressor as there are 
commands to the oppressor to let the oppressed go free. 

11. The joyful sound'. 

The sound of the trttrapetj on the morning of the first day 
of the jubilee. Then shall thou cause the trumpet of the 
jubilee to sound on the tenth day of the seventh months 
on the day of aionement, shall ^e nidke the trumpet id 
vouTid throughout all youlr land. And ye shall hallow 
the fiftieth year^ and proclaim liberty throughout all the 
land unto ali. the inhabitants thereof; it shall be d 
jubilee unio you ; and ye shall return every man unto 
his possession, arid ye ■ shall return every man unto his 
family. Lev. xxv, 9. Hence it appears, that on the arrival 
bf this joyful dayi all ihe inhabitants of the land of Jaded 
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^^r^free, aad every 6M tUcAved agaifi bis forfeited or lost 
|>ossessions. 

13. So USUI ikeep thy precepts. 

Hence the sin of oppression} it indapacitaies the oppressecl 
from obeying all the precepts of God. Hotv can those fe-* 
males in this land fulfil^ or boW inay th&y be expected td 
fulfill, all of God's Commands, when they are not permitted td 
jread them, aniu. when they have no p'rotCctionj either in the' 
laws or in public sentiment^ for their purity or persons? 
They may be compelled to siibmit io the beastly Ibsts of any 
White rtian, by the stroke of the Cowhide, or td avoid deathj 
without the possibility of any redress ! How cab those slaves 
Who are husbands, (in the sight of God,) and who are fathers 
also, fulfili that command Which makes it their duty to lovd 
their Wivfes, and provide for their families, when they are torn 
from their wives and children^ and sold into a distant part of* 
the country ? The dommand of God makes it their duty td 
bring up iheir children " in the knowledge and disciplme of* 
God," but they are not suffered either to read the Bible them- 
selves, or to teach their Children to read it ! God commands 
all children to honor their parents^ and obey them in the Lord, 
but the children of mOr^ than a million of parents in this land, 
are prohibited, and hindered from doing this, by the laws of* 
the States where they live; and the same laWs prohibit all 
colored persons. Whether slavbs or fre^, from Worshipping God 
according to the dictates of their oWn consciences. Th6 
Statutes of Virginia ordain that any free person of color; 
Whether ordained or nbt, for preaching or exhorting at any re-> 
ligious meeting, may be seized by any persofa ivithout d 
warrant; and punished with thirty-iiine lashes ; and any 
free person of color attdndiiig sudh a meeting may be seized 
and punished in & like manner. Similar laws are in forc^ 
in the other slave States; so true it is, that civil and religioiu 
liberty generally stand or fall together. 
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CHAPTER VI. 
SOLOMOIJ. 

ixod has threatened his displeasure against all such 
as forbear to deliver the poor and the needy froiA 
the hands of those whv oppress ihem. 

1. The poor is hated evert bf hiis owii neighbor; 
but thie rich hath miany friends. He that despiseth 
his neighbor, sinnoth ; but he that hath mercy on 

• the poor, happy is he. Prov. iv, 20. 

2. He that oppresseth the poor, reproacheth his 
maker • but he that honoreth him hath mercy on 
the poor. Prov. xiv, 31. 

3. He that oppresseth the poor io increase his 
riches, and he that giveth to the rich shall surely 
come to want. Prov. xxii, 16. 

4. Rob not the poor, because he is poor; neither 
oppress the afflicted in the gate ; for the Lord will 
plead their cause, and spoil the soul of those that 
spoiled them. Prov. xxiii, 22. 

5. Remove not the old landmark ; and enter not 
into the fields of the fatherless ; for their Redeemer 
is mighty; he shall plead their cause with thee. 
Prov. xxii, 20. 
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6. If thou forbear to 'deliver them that are drawn 
unto death, and those that are ready to be slain ; if 
thou sayest, Behold we knew it not ; doth not he 
that pondereih the heart consider it? and he that 
keepeih thy soul, doth he not know it? and shall 
not he rendi r to every man according to his works?" 
Prov. xxiv, 1 1. 

7. The righteous considereth the cause of the 
poor; but the wicked regardeth not to know. it. 
Prov. xxix, 7. 

8. Open th^ mouth for the dumb, in the cause 
of all such as are appointed to destriiction. Open 
thy mouth, judge righteously,' and plead the cause^ 
of the poor and needy. Prov. xxxi, 8. 

9. So I returned and considered all the oppres- 
sions that are done under the sun ; and, behold, the 
tears of such as were oppressed, and they had no 
comforter; and on the side of their oppressors thiere 
was power; but they had no comforter, Eccl. 
iv, 1. 

10. If thou seest the oppression of the poor, and 
violent perverting of judgment and justice in a 
province, marvel not at the matter ; for he that is 
higher than the highest re^^ .deth, and there be 
higher than they. Eccl. v, 8. 

11. Surely oppression raaketb a wise man mad ; 
and a gift destroyeth the heart. Eccl. vii, 7. 

12. All the brethren of the poor do hate him ; how 
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much more do his frieads go far from him ; he pur* 
sueth them wilh words, yel they are wanting to 
him. Prov. xix, 7. 

13. Better is a little with righteousness, than 
great revenues without right. Prov. xvi. 8 

NOTES ON CHAPTER VI. 

1. Sated even of his own ne^hbor. 

Are not the enslavers of this land the neighbors of those 
whom they enslave ? Are they not indebted to the slaves for 
their living, and in fact, generally all the substance they pos- 
sess ? And yet who hates the slave and the race of which 
they form a part, if the enslavers do not? 

He that deapiseih his neighbor, sinneth. 

Hence it is cKarly proved, that to indulge any kind of 
prejudice against one who has committed no crime, merely 
because he is poor, cr differs from us in complexion, is a sin 
against God ; and this sin becomes the more aggravating as it 
deprives him of any of the rights or privileges to which he is 
entitled by the dictates of reason and religion. 

2. Reproacheth his Maker. 

The poor are Christ's representatives on earth ; and if it 
is a nn againet God to despise and oppress one who is poor in 
the ordinary course of Providence, or one who has become so 
through some unavoidable calamity, how much more wicked 
must it be-to make men poor by oppressing them ? Surely, 
if it is a sin and a reproach against God to oppress such as are 
already poor, it roust be a greater sin, and more of an insult to 
the infinite Being, to make men poor, and to enact laws and 
enforce them, for the very purpose of keeping them not only 
poor bat degraded and ignorant 



AGAINST SLAVERT. 



65 



3, To increase his riches. 

And for what other purpose are the poor slaves oppressed 
and kept in bondage, but to increase their masters' riches ? 
But it is really difficult for one who never was a broker ia 
the trade of blood,'' to determine how any man, especially 
how any Christian, can enjoy the riches which he knows were 
earned by others, under the stroke of the cart-whip, perhaps, 
and by those, too, who were never paid one penny as an 
equivalent for their labors ! 

4. Because he is poor. 

It is because the slaves are poor, and unable to assert and 
defend their rights, that their masters compel them to labor, 
and then take the fruits of their unrequited toil. This, God 
calls robbing them because they are poor ; and shall we 
call it by any other name ? 

JVeither oppress the afflicted in the gate. 

Courts of justice were usually held in the gates of cities in 
the east; hence, the text means that the poor and afflicted 
should have a fair and impartial hearing when (hey appeared 
at the court for judgment in any case. 

In twelve of these United States, no person of color, 
whether male or female, can be heard as an evidence in a 
court of justice, against a white person. And another law, 
which is general among the slave States, prevents the slave or 
any person fur him, from commencing u suit at law, in certain 
cases, unless ho first give security for the costs of court ; and 
if the action should be tried and should fail, the costs are 
doubled I If this be not oppressing the poor in the gate, 
reader, what is ? 

Here is a " master,'* who, for some slight offence, strikes 
the child of a slave in the presence of fiily other persons of 
color who are slaves, and who see the " master " inflict the 
blow, which causes the instant death of the child. Eut for the 
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parents who look on and see their ofTspring gasp in death, 
there is no redress ; the deed iiot being witnessed by any 
white person, it is passed over in silence, and so, indeed, such 
atrocities often are, when they occur under the eye of the 
whites. A slave may be compelled to see the person of Lis 
daughter or wife abused, as they often are, without being 
soiTered to speak one word, or to move a finger in their de> 
fence. And will not the Great God plead the cause of such ? 
6. He shall plead their cause. 

The slavery system now has many excuses and apologies 
made for it; but there is not one among them all, but which 
s<ny Christian would be ashamed to make at the judgment of 
toe great day. But when God pleads the cause of the op- 
pressed, who will answer him, then ? 

6. We knew it not. 

And how many thousands say thus at the present day, in 
reference to the slaves of this land who are drawn unto death. 
«< We are not enslavers, — we know not what the condition of 
the slave is — we do n't live at the south' — what have we to 
do with the subject ? " Answer, — 

1. If we do not know what the moral and political condi- 
tion of nearly three million of slaves is, in this land, we are 
in fault, because, we may know, and we ought to know ; nor 
indeed, will God consider it a sufficient excuse for the neglect 
of our duty when we say, we knew it not. 

2. If we are not enslavers ourselves, we are partakers of 
the sins of those who are slaveholders, unless we set our faces 
against it, and use our utmost Christian-lilie endeavors to de- 
liver the enslaved. 

8. Our not living at the South, or indeed in America, is not 
a sufficient reason why we should do nothing to deliver those 
that are ready to be slain in this country. We do not live 
in Africa, and shall we do nothing to Cliristianize and civilize 
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that country on this account ? Though, by the way, it is ac- 
knowledged, that before we can do anything consistently, as 
a Christian people, for that nation, we should liberate her 
children whot< we now keep in chains, and give them the 
Bible, and all the other blessings which Christianity is designed 
to confer upon the world. 

v. Regardeth not to know it. 

How truly characteristic this is of many, very many. Chris- 
tian ministers and rulers in this nation, with regard to tho 
wrongs of the poor slaves ! They would be glad not to know 
them ; they feel so much reluctance against saying or doing 
anything upon the subject. And who would not like to be 
ignorant upon this subject, if his iguorance would annihilate 
slavery from the nation and from the world ? 

8. Open thy mouth for the dumb. 

The slaves of this land are dumb, in a most aflecting sense, 
inasmuch as they never have been, and are not now permitted 
to speak for themselves ; and how can any Christian or Chris- 
tian mmister, neglect the duty which God here enjoins upon 
him in relation to these human beings ! And this, too, when 
he knows that they are made and kept poor and needy by 
the bondage which they arc violently compelled to endure ! 

9. / considered all the oppressions. 

The Hebrew ashakim, here rendered oppressions, signi- 
fies all those kinds oC injustice or injury which one can suffer 
in his person, property or character. To withhold from a 
man his personal liberty, to compel him to labor without 
giving him any just equivalent for his labors, is to injure him 
in his person, property, and character ; this is robbery and op- 
pression in their very worst forms. 
' On the side of their oppressors there was power. 

The enslavers of this land have law and prejudice, and 
riches on their side ; these are indeed powerful. Bat all 

7 
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these together, cnnnot witlistand the arm of omnipotence, 
when God shall arise to plead the cause of the oppressed. 

And is it not true, that the slaves huve no comfoTter? 
Who is permitted to pour into their desponding hearts the 
consolations of hope, oi the balm of God's promises ? Let 
the following extract from the laws of Louisiana, say who. 

" If any person in Louisiana, Jrom the box, bench, stage, 
pulpit, or any other place, or in conversation, shall make use 
of any language, signs, or actions having a tendency to pro- 
duce discontent among free colored people, or insubordina- 
tion among the slaves, (such as may give them a hope in the 
promise of God, that they shall be free) such persons shall 
be punished with imprisonment from three to tioenty-one 
years, or with death, at the discretion of the court." 

And this is but a transcript of similar laws which are in 
force in nearly all of thu slave States. Twenty-one years' 
imprisonment, or death upon the gallows, for speaking one 
word, or happening to make «oine kind of a. gesture which 
may be interpreted as having a tendency to cause certain 
acts! ! ! Was the like ever heard of before in the annals of 
the whole world i ! 

And yet, as often as we quote the word of God, or attempt 
to say anything against these most cruel and wicked of all 
laws that were ever passed by any government since the 
world began, we must be asked, in scorn, " Why do you not 
go into those States where slavery exists, and labor for its 
overthrow ? " And those persons who so tauntingly make 
this inquiry, are " opposed to slavery," they tell us ! Very 
well, and if they are opposed to it, pray, why do they not go 
into the slave States, and tell the people that tiiey are op- 
posed to slavery, and not tarry here, at the north, and oppose 
all that others are striving to do for the removal of this great 
and growing evil ? If they are, indeed, willing to be ^nerf, 
imprisoned for ttsenty-one years, or to be hung like a pirate 
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upon the gallows or gibbet, for speaking a loord or making a 
sign merely, let them go to the South, and proclaim their op- 
position to " slavery in the abstract," in the ears of those 
who enforce the laws above noticed ; then we will believe 
them. 

10. Higher than the highest. 

We cannot be reminded too often of this solemn truth ; — 
God is infinitely acquainted with everything that in any 
way concerns the oppressor and the oppressed ; and he is 
pledged to deliver all such as are afflicted, when they call 
upon him in faith. 

11. Muketh wise men mad. 

The word here rendered t?»z(Z,isfrom halal, which signifies, 
among other things, to be havghtxj, arrogant, wicked. If mad 
be the correct rendering of it, here, we might inquire, 
whether oppression produces this eftect upon the enslaver, 
or the enslaved, or whether this effect be produced upon 
both as well as upon those who look on and witness its 
effects in others. Admitting those are tnad v/ho are praying 
for the abolition uf slavery, as some pretend to believe, this 
state of mind is produced, it must be remembered, by the 
crimes of others, and perhaps it were as desirable to suffer it, 
as it is to be 

«' Frighted when a madmnn stares." 

But it is, however, a well-known fact, that one of the first 
and most direct influences which the slave system produces 
upon the minds of all who become connected with it, is to 
render their dispositions arrogant and haughty. The follow- 
ing testimony from Thomas Jrfferson, may be considered as 
conclusive evidence upon this point. 

" The whole commerce between master and slave is a pei- 
petunl exercise of the most boisterous passions, the most un- 
remitting despotism on one part, and degrading submissions 
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on the other. The parent storms, the child looks on, catches 
the lineaments of wrath, puts on the same airs in the circle 
of smaller slaves, gives a loose to his worst of passions; and 
nursed, educated, and daily exercised in tyranny, cannot but 
be stamped hy it with odious peculiarities. The man must 
be a prodigy who can retain his manners and morals unde- 
piaved by such circumstances." 



CHAPTER VII. 
ISAIAH. 

God commands the oppressor most explicitly to let the 
oppressed go free. 

1. Cease to do evil ; learn to do well ; seek judg- 
ment, relieve the oppressed; judge the fatherless; 
plead for the widow. Isa. i, 16. 

2. For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the 
house of Israel, and the men of Judah his pleas- 
ant plant ; and he looked for judgment, but behold 
oppression; for righteousness, but behold a cry. 
Isa. V, 7. 

3. Therefore the Lord shall have no joy in their 
young men, neither shall have mercy on iheir 
fatherless and widows for every one is a hypocrite 



n 



and an evil doer, and every mouth speaketh foUyi 
Isa. ix, 17. 

4. And they shall take them Captives whose cap- 
tives they -were, and they shall rule ovfer their op* 
pressors. And it shall come to pass in the day that 
the Lord shall give thee rest fro.n thy sorrow, and 
from thy fear, and from the hard bondage wherein 
thou wast made to serve. Isa. xiv, 2. 

5. For they shall cry uhto the LoRl^, because of 
the oppressors, and he shall send them a Saviour^ 
and a great one, and he shall deliver them. Isa< 
kix, 20. 

6. Wherefore thus sailh the Holy One of Israel^ 
Because ye despise this word, and trust in oppres* 
sion and pervei'seness, and stay theredn; therefore 
this iniquity shall be to you as a breach ready to 
fall, swelling out in a high wall, whose breaking 
Cometh suddenly at an instant. Isa. i^xx, 12. 

7. He that despiseth the gain of oppressions, that 
shaketh his hands from holding of bribes, that stop* 
peth his eftrs from hearing of blood, and shutteth 
his ej'es from seeing evil ; he shall dwell on high j 
his place of defence shall be the munitions of rocks j 
bread shall be given him, his waters shall be sure. 
Isa. xxxiii, 15. 

8. I have raised him up in righteousness, and I 
will direct all his ways ; he shall build my city, and 
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he shall let go my captives ; not for price noi U* 
ward, saith the Lord of hosts. Isa. xlv, 13. 

9. Thus saith thy Lord the Lord, and thy God 
that pieadeth the cause of his people. Behold, I have 
taken out of thine hand the cup of trembling, even 
the dregs of the cup of. ray faxy : — but I will put 
it into the hand of them that afflict thee ; which 
have said to thy soul, bow down* that we may go 
over ; and thou hast laid thy body as the ground, 
and as the street to them that went over. Isa. 
ii, 22. 

10. Cry aloud, spare not; lift up thy voice like 
a trumpet, and show my people their transgression, 
and the house of Jacob, their sins; Isa. Iviii, 1. 

1 1. Is not this the fast that I have chosen ? to 
loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy 
burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and that 
ye break every yoke ? Isa. Iviii, 6. 

12. Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and 
that thou bring the poor that are cast out, to thy 
house 1 when thou seest the naked, that thoU cover 
him ; and that thou hide not thyself from thine own 
flesh? Isa. Iviii, 7. 

13. Then shall thy light break forth as the 
mornin*, and thine health shall bring forth speed- 
ily ; and thy righteousness shall go before thee, 
the glttry of the Lord shall be thy rearward. Isa. 
Iviii, 8. 
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14. Then shalt thou call, and the Lord shall 
ianswer ; thou shall cry, and be shall say. Here I 
am. If thou take away from the midst of thee the 
yoke, the putting forth of the finger, and speaking 
Vanity. Isa. Iviii, 8. 

15. And if thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, 
and satisfy the afSicted soul ; then shall thy lighl 
rise in obscurity, and thy darkness be as the noon- 
day. Isa. Iviii, 10. 

16. And the Lord shall guide thee continually, 
and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy 
bones; and thou shalt be like a watered garden, 
and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not. 
Isa. Iviii, U. 

17. And they that shall be of thee shall build 
the old Waste places ; thou shalt raise up the foun- 
dations of many generations; and thou shalt be 
■called the Repairer of the breach> the Restorer of 
paths to dwell in. Isa. Iviii, 12. 

18. For your hands are defiled with blood, and 
your fingers with iniquity; your lips have spoken 
lies, your tongue bath muttered per\'erseness. Isa. 
lix, 3. 

19. Their feet run to do evil, and they make haste 
to shed innocent blood ; their thoughts are thoughts 
of iniquity, wasting and destruction are in their 
paths. The way of peace they know not; and 
there is no jufl^ment in their goings, they have 



made them crooked paths ; whosoever goeth theWiti 
shall not know peace. Isa. Ux, 7. 

20. Therefore is judgment far from us, neiihef 
doth justice overtake us; ■^ve wo.it for light, but 
behold obscurity; for brightness, but We walk in 
darkness. Isa. lix, 9. 

21. For our transgressions are multiplied before 
thee, and our sins testify against us ; — in transgres-" 
sing and lying against the LoRb, and departing 
away from our God, speaking oppression and revolt* 
conceiving and uttering frorh the heart words of 
falsehood. Isa. lix, 12. 

22. And judgment is turned aWay backward, 
and justice standeth afar off: fort. nth is fallen in' 
the street, and equity cannot enter. Yea, truth 
faileth ; and he that departeth from evil maketh 
himself a prey | and the LoRt> saw it, and it dis- 
pleased him, and there -vfras no judgment. Isa. 
lix, 14. 

23. Cast ye up, cast ye up, prepare the way, take 
up the stumbling-block out of the way of my peo-' 
pie. Isa. Ivii, 14. 

NOTfiS ON CHAPTER Vll. 
1. Ceaae to do evU. 

And when this oimple command of God is obeyed, slavery 
in all its forms will have been banished from the nartb. 
f be right of property in tb« toule sad bodies of tbe buBUUi 
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species, will have ceased forever. But, alas ! how many 
frightful bug-bears have been conjured up in the imagina- 
tions of men, against an immediate compliance with this 
command of God ! To substitute, for the present authority 
of the " slave-master," a system of legal restraint, which 
should be adequately and impartially administered upon the 
slave population of this land, and to maintain such a system 
of laws by police regulations, as severe as the case might 
require, would, in the opinions of not a few, dissolve the 
unity of this nation ! To abolish tyranny immediately, and 
establish law to supersede the right of the private master to 
use the club, and the cowhide, — to make a magistrate, in- 
stead of the irresponsible master, the judge of what consti- 
tutes an offence, and to let an impartially-chosen jury judge 
whether such offence has been committed, would, in the 
fears of many, be the greatest curse which could come upon 
the nation ! And yet, this is all that is meant by immediate 
abolition. 

3. ^hypocrite. 

Such, many, if not most of the persons who do not profess 
the Christian name, believe the generality of slaveholding 
Christians to be ; and that there is a manifest and glaring 
inconsistency in the conduct of those Christians and Chris- 
tian ministers, who give their support to the slave-system, 
all persons know who have reflected at all upon the subject. 

4. Take them captives whose captives they were. 

This was fulfilled in the restoration of the Jews from their 
state of captivity, when they took their enemies captives 
who had held them in bondage. So God has often caused 
the scales to turn in favor of the oppressed. The principles 
by which he governs the world are immutably the same ; he 
may do this again. 

6. Because ye despise tfiis word, and trust in oppression. 

And is it not true to the very letter of this passage, that 
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llie enslavers both nt the North and the South, in this lan J, 
do despise every effort which lias been made to rid the coun» 
try of slavery Do they not trust in oppiession, and appeal 
to the laws by which they oppress the slaves, to prove their 
" rights," and to show how secure they are in the enjoy, 
ment of them ? And if we may believe the truth set forth in 
this text, can we suppose that such are exposed to no danger, 
while in such a course of conduct ? 

8. Jlnd he shall let go my captives, not for price nor 
reward. 

This evidently refers to Cyrus, the Persian king, whom 
God made a special agent for the liberation of the Jews from 
their Babylonian captivity. When he had captured the ciiy, 
he let the Jews go free, without any price or rtWard ; but 
certainly there would have been a thousand times more jus- 
tice in his demanding a j>rice for (heir liberation, than there is 
in the demand which the enslavers of this country make, for 
the freedom of those who have been laboring for their good, 
ever since they were born. If justice in the latter case were 
to be done, the slaves would not only have their freedom 
restored to them, of which they have been so unjustly de- 
prived, but they would also receive a large price, not as a 
gift, indeed, but as a jvst dibt for their long and arduous 
labors, and for the wrongs and sufferings which they have 
endured. 

10. Spare not. 

It is certainly painful to any sincere Christian, to feel him- 
self under the necessity of reproving another for sin ; but it 
is, nevertheless, a necessity which every faithful Christian 
will bear rather than sin himself against God and the souls 
of his fellow men. It is God who Ims said, — Thou shaft in 
anyuise retmke thy neighbor, and ni<t sniffer sin vpon him; 
or as the margin reads, that thou bear not sin for him. Lev. 
six, 19. He that sees his brother sin, and neglects, through 
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&ar, or a false view of things, to reprove him, in a suitable 
way for it, becnmcs, thereby, in a moasure, responsible for 
the sin of his neighbor, and he sins hiin^lf moreover in dis 
obeying the above command of God. 
1 1 . Let the oppressed go free. 

On this passage, the learned and pious Dr. A. Clarke, 
makes the following remarks : — " How can any nation pretend 
to fast or to worship God at all, or dare to profess that they 
believe in the existence of fiuch a Being, while they carry on 
what Is called the slavc'tiade ; and traffic in the souls, bluod, 
and bodies of men! O ye moat flagitious of knavks, and 
TOfirst of HYPOCKITKS, cast off at once the mask of religion; 
and deepen not your endless perdition fay professing the faith 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, whilst ye continue in this traffic !" 

The trade -liere spoken of, is carried on now, as it has been 
for years past iu this country, and thousands on thousands of 
men, wonien and children are every year bought and sold in 
this Christian land ! 

16, TAh Lord shall guide thee continnaUy. 

Let the reader observe how many heavenly and most en- 
couraging promises are held out in this and the four preced- 
ing verses, to such as comply with God's command concern- 
ing such as they now hold in bondage. What a pity that 
any Christian sliould lack faith to yield a ready obedience to 
God's word, and claim their present fulfillment! 

17. The old waste places. 

That there are such places in the slave States, places 
which are made waste by the slave-system , the following 
extract will prove. It is fiom a speech delivered in the 
bouse of Virginia delegates, Jan, 14, 1832, by Thomas Mar^ 
phali, Esq. 

" Wherefore then object to slavery ? Because it is ruinous 
i.0 the whites — retards improvement — roots out an indiistri- 
pus population-!— banishes the yeomanry of the country — 
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deprives ihe spinner, the weaver, the smith, tho carpenter of 
employment and support. The evil admits of no kkmkdy. 
It is increasing, and will continue to increase, until the 
whole country will bu inundated with one black wa\e, cover- 
ing its whole extent, with here and there a few white faces, 
floating on its surface. The master has no capital but what 
is vested in human flesh; the father, instead of being riclutr 
for his sons, is at a loss to provide for them. There is no 
diversity of occupations, no incentives to onterprize. Labor 
of every species is disreputable, because performed mostly 
by slaves. Our towns are stationary, our villages almost 
everywhere declining ; and the general aspect of the coun- 
try marks the curse of a wasteful, idle, reckless jiojndaluin, 
whf* have no interest in the soil, and care not how mucli it is 
impoverished. Public improvements are neglected ;' and tht* 
entire continent does not present a region ft.r which nature 
har! dont! so much, and art so little." 

Iri. Yit'ir hnidsare defiled with blood. 

H')W true to the very letter, this and some of the following 
verses describe ths conduct of many in the»e United States, 
the following testimonies will show ; thoy are from scores of 
the kind which might be adduced. 

" The Winchester (Va.) Republican, has an interesting 
narrative of a case of kidmjtpin^, in whi-;Ii a wojnan v/as 
rescued, though the wretch who sold hur to a trader in hu- 
man flesh escaped. Dealing in slaves has become a lariip. 
business. Establishments are made at several places in 
Maryland and Virgmia, at which they are sold like cattle. 
Those places of deposit are strongly built, and well supplied 
with iro7i thumh-screios and gags, and ornamented with cuic- 
skins, and other whips, oftentimes bi oonv. But the laws of 
these Slates permit the traffic, and it is suiFered." — JVt/e's 
V/eekly Register for 1829. 

" To enumerate all the horrid and aggravating instances 
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«f men-stealing, which are known to have oocurted in iba 
State of Delaware, , within the recollection of* many o( th^ 
citizens of that State, would require a volume. In many 
Vases, tohole families of free colpred people have been atn 
tacked in the night, beaten nearly to death with clubs, 
^a^^ett and bouidd, and dragged into distant and hopeless 
slavery, leaving no traces behind, except the blooo &om 
their tbounds. 

" The ingenuity and stratagems employed by kidnappers 
in ejecting their designs, are sttch as to prove that the most 
consummate cunning is no evidence of wisdom or moroS 
purity, nor incompatible with the most consummate villainy. 
A monster in human shape was detected in Philadelpha, 
|)ursuing the occupation of courting and marrying mulatto 
Women, and selling them as sl&Ves. 

" From the best information that I have had opportunities 
to collect, I am fully convjiieed that there are at this time, 
within the jurisdiction of thf! United Staies, severidtkousands 
Iff legally free people oftolor, toiling under Ike yoke of imoU 
VTitary scrtilude, and transmitting the same &te to their pos> 
terity." — Portraiture t^Dom, Slav, fyc, by Dr. J. Torry. 

22. Maketk himself a prey. 

It is so common for men generally to practice iniquity, - 
that he who repents and forsakes it, becomes a prey, a by- 
Word, and a reproach among his neighbors. The Rev. J. D. 
Pazton, formerly minister of a cougregation at Cumberland, 
Va. in right of his wife, was a slaveholder. But having with 
his pious companion become convinced of the sin of enslav- 
ing the human species, be repented of his error, and set his 
•slaves free. He very soon after become a prey to the ill-will 
of those whose sins his conduct reproved, and was accord- 
ingly reproached and dismissed from his people. 

A writer in the Christian Advocate and Journal, a religious 
t>aper published at New-Torh, stated, not long since, thattho 
8 
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Key. Dr. Coke, o^e oiE the first bishops of the MefhodiBi 
E]:iBCopal chiirc&, sud and preached so much against the^ 
sin' of stavefy, lit t^e' ^outh, that it was thirty years before 
the enslaversy.whom it irritated,- ceased to reproach the tir^ 
and the people with wholn he was connected, on this account^ 
This was said to show the ii/tpoticy '<>{ pie&ehaig agahist 
slavery, rt the present day ! 



dHAPTER VIU. 
JEREMIAH. 

God has pronounced the bitterest of woes upon alt 
such as are concerned in stealing men, — and 
upon all such as use the labors of their species 
without wages. 

" ' . \. 1. For among ray people are found wicted men j 
• ^j^hey lay wait, as he that setteth snares;- they set a 
/%ap, they (satch men. Jer. v, 26. 
^ ; 2. They are -vt^axen fat, they shine j yea, they 
overpass the deeds of the wicked ; they judge not 
the cause, the cause of the fatherless, yet they 
prosper; and the right of the needy do they not 
Judge. Jer. r, 28. 
3. For if ye thoroughly amend your ways, and 
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your doings; if ye thoroughly execute judgment 
between a man and his neighbor if ye oppress not 
the stranger, tfee fatherless and the widow, and 
shed not innocent blood in this place ; then will I 
, cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that T 
gave to your fathers, forever and ever. Jer. vii. 5. 

4. Oh that my head were waters, and mine eyes 
a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and 
night for the slain of the daughter, of my peopla 
Oh that I might leave my people, and go from 
them! for they be all adulterers, an assembly of 
treacherous men. Jer, ix, 1. 

5. Tbussaith the Lord, Execute judgment in the 
morning, and deliver him that is spoiled out of the 
hand of the oppressor, lest my fury go out like fire, 
and burn that none can quench it, because of the ° 
evil of your doings. Jer. xxi, 12. 

6. Thus saith the Lord, Execute ye judgment 
and righteousness, and deliver the spoiled out of 
the hand of the oppressor; and do no wrong, do 
no violence to the stranger, the fatherless nor the 
widow, neither shed innocent blood in this place. 
Jer. xxii, 3. 

7. Woe unto him that buildeth his house by un- 
jrighteousness, and his chambers, by wrong; that 
useth his neighbor's service without wages, and 
giveth him not for his work, Jer. xxii, 13. 

8. But thine eyes and thine heart are not but 
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for thy covetousness, and for to shed innoccnl bloody 
and for oppression, and for violence to do it. Jer. 
xxii, 17 

9. And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye 
shall search for me with all your heart. And I 
will be found of you saith the Lorp ; and 1 will 
turn away your captivity, and I will gather you 
from all the nations, and from all the places whither 
I have driven you, saith the Lord. Jer. xxix, 13. 

10. Now when all the princes and all the people 
which had entered into the covenant, heard that 
every one should let his man-servant, and every one 
his maid-servant go free, that none should serve 
themselves of them any more, then they obeyed 
and let them go. Jer. xxxiv, 10. 

11. But afterward they turned, and caused the 
servants and the handmaids, whom they had let go 
free, to return, and brought, them into subjection for 
servants and for handmaids. Jer. xxxiv, 1 1. 

12. Therefore thus saith the Lord j ye have not 
hearkened unto me, in proclaiming liberty, every 
one to his brother, and every man to his neighbor j 

i behold I proclaim a liberty for you saith the Lord, 
' to the sword, to the pestilence, and to the famine. 
Jer. xxxiv, 17. 

13. Thus saith the Lord of hosts, The children 
of Israel, and the children of Judah were oppressed 
together ; and all that took them captives held them 
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fast ; thej' refused to let them go. Their Redeemer 
is strong; the Lord of hosts is his name; he shall , 
thoroughly plead their cause, that he may give rest 
to the land. Jer. 1, 33 — 34. 

NOTES ON CHAPTER VHI. 

I. They set a trap ; they catch men. 

The Rev. G. Bourne, who resided some time in Virginia, 
remarks concerning the " man catchers " and their " traps " 
in this country as follows : 

" Nothing is more common than for two of these white 
partners in iniquity, Satan-Iilse, to start upon the prowl, 
and if they find a free man upon the road, to demand his 
certificate, (a certain writing which all free colored people 
at the South must have with them, or be deemed and taken 
for slaves) tear it in pieces or secrete it, tie him to one of 
their horses, hurry to some jail, while one whips the citizen * 
along as fast as their horses can travel. There, by an under- 
standing with the jailor, who shabes in the spoil, all possi- 
bility of intercourse with his friends is cut off. At the earliest 
possible period, the captive is sold to pay the felonious claims 
of the law, brought through jugglery by this trio of man- 
stealers ; and then transferred to some of their accomplices 
in iniquity, who fill every part of the Southern States with 
fraud, rapine and blood." 

Dr. Torry, before mentioned, describes another kind of 
" trap " by which thousands of poor souls have been " caught" 
in this land of Christians; he says: — They have lately, 
(this was in 1817,) invented a method of attaining their ob- 
jects through the instrumentality of the laws. Having se- 
lected a suitable free colored person, to made a pitch upon^ 
8* 
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the oohjtiring kidnapper enoploys a confederate, to ascertain 
the distinguishing marks of bis body, and then claims and 
obtains him as a slave, before a magistrate, by describing 
those marks, and proving the truth of his assertions by his 
well instructed accomplice." 

And here is another; it is given by a member of the Lane 
Seminary, and it may be relied upon as a correct representa- 
tion of scores of similar "traps" which are set in many 
other parts of the nation. He says : — 

"A member of this institution, recently visiting among 
fh^' Colored people of Cincinnati, entered a house where was 
a mbtlier and her little son. The wretched appearance of 
the house induced the visiter to suppose that the husband ot 
the woman must be a drunkard. He inquired of the boy, 
who was about two or three years old, where his father was? 
rte replied, * Papa stole.' The visiter seemed not to under- 
stand, and, turning to the mother, said, ' what does he mean ? 
She then telated the following circumstances. About two 
years ago, one evening her husband was sitting in the house, 
when two men came in, and professing great friendship, per- 
suaded him, under some pretence, to go on board a steam- 
boat, then lying at the dock, and bound down the river- 
After some hesitation he consented to go. She heard nothing 
from him after this, for more than a year, but supposed he 

had been kidnapped, in the spring of 1833, Dr. , of 

CineSnnati, saw him and recognized him, in a drove of slaves 
at Natchez, Miss., and in a conversation which he held with 
him, he learned that the negro had been driven about from 
place to place, since he was decoyed from home, by the * soul- 
drivers,' had been bought and sold two or three times, and 
once had been immured within the walls of a jail for safe 
keeping." And see the 18th note in the preceding chapter, 
where other hinds of " man-traps " are described, and by 
which the free and nnoiiendiDg citizens of this Repablic are 
caught and enslaved. 
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4. Thei/ be all adulterers. 

And in view of the crimes of this nature, ■^bich are fostered, 
legalized, and perpetuated by the slaye-system, with what 
propriety may one adopt the language of this text ! Take 
the following as evidence upon this point; in redding these 
facts, the reader will see, perhaps, the reasons why we are so 
often desired by the pro-slavery party not to touch- this " deli- 
cate subject " 

" There is one feature of this nefarious traffic, (the Domes- 
tic Slave Trade) which no motives of delicacy can induce niie 
to omit mentioning. Shall we conceal the truth, because its 
revelation will shock the finer sensibilities of the sool, when 
by such concealment we shut out all hope of remedying an 
evil which dooms to a dishonored life and to a hopeless death 
thousands of the females of our country ? Ts this wise? Is 
it prudent ? Is it right ? I allude to the fact that large 
numbers of female> mulattoes are annually brought up, and 
carried down to our southern cities, and sold at enormous pri- 
ces for purposes of private prostitution. This is a fact of uni- 
versal notoriety in the south-western States. It is known to 
every soul-driver in the nation. And is it so bad that Chris- 
tians may not know it, and, knowing it, apply the remedy ? 
In the consummation of this nameless abomination^ threats and 
the lash come in, where kind promises and money fail. And 
will not the mothers of America feel in view of these facts? " 
iff. B. Stanton.} 

"The law does not recognize marriages among slaves, so 
as to clothe them with the rights and immunities, which are 
given to this State, among citizens. The owner of either 
party may, the next day, or hour, break up the connection in 
any way he pleases. In fact, these connections have no pro- 
tection, and are so often broken up by sales, and transfers, and 
removals, that they are by the slaves often called * taking up 
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together.' The sense of marriage fidelity must be greatly 
weakened, if not wholly destroyed by such a state of things. 
The effect is most disastrous. 

■■ *' Bat there are other circumstances which deserve our no- 
tice. What effect is likely to be produced on the morals of 
the- whites, from having about thvm, and under their absolute 
authority, female slaves who are deprived of the strongest 
motives to purity and exposed to peculiar temptations to op- 
posite conduct ! The condition of female slaves is such, that 
promises and threatenings and management can hardly fail to 
conquer them. They are entirely dependent on their master. 
They have no way to make a shillmg to procure any article 
they need. Like all poor people, they are fond of finery, and 
wish to imitate those who are above them. What, now, are 
not preaents and kind treatment likely to efi'ect on .such per- 
sons ? And the fact that their children, should they have any 
through such intercourse, may expect better treatmeht from so 
near relations, may have its influence. That the vic^ prevails 
to a most shameful extent, is proved from the rapid increase of 
mulattoes. Oh, how many have fallen before this temptation ; 
so many, that it has almost ceased to be a shame to fall ! Oh, 
how many parents may trace the impiety and licentiousness 
and shame of their prodigal sons, to the temptations f jund in 
the female slaves of their own or their neighbors' households ! 
And many a lovely and excellent woman, confiding in vows of 
affection and fidelity, trustbg to her power over her devoted 
lover, has, after uniting her fate with his, and giving him all 
that a woman has to give, found, when too late, how incorrig- 
ible are those habits of roving desire formed in youth and 
kept alive by the temptations and facilities of the slave system. 

"Now, when we read the repeated d'jclarations, that 'for- 
nieatora and adiiUetera shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God,' and eall to mind the teachings of onr Lord, that all in- 
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terconrse between the siezes, ioxcept wbiit takes place between 
one man and one woman in marriage faith, amounts to those 
crimes; how can we, as believers in' Cbristianityj upheld a 
systei a which presents this temptation both td the bond and 
free/an'd yet escape a pahic]ps(ti6n^k the ^nili? "-^ [ile». /. 
JbJ Paxfdri.y ' 

Agairt,' staves, iii consequence of the manner in which 
th^yare raised, are generally prone to vicioiik indnlgencies, 
and many of them iare exceedingly profligate '; their master's 
chOdren often tnlngle with them, ' and not only witness their 
vicious practibe^, but aldo listehi to th^ir lascivious conversa- 
tibn, and thiis frdni infancy' th^y; become familiar with sdmost 
every thing wicked and obmiiBhe. And this,, in' coiinectibn 
with ^aisy^ access, becomes a strong temptation to lewdne^. 
Hence it often happens that the master's children practice the 
^inQ vices' which prevail among bis slaves ; and even the 
Qiaster ^himself isliabfe tb' jbe oyenvhelmed' hy'the fl'odds of 
teiuptation.' jihd in some 'instances the fhtHer^d his sons 
are involved in one common ruin ; nor do the daughters al- 
ways escape this impetuous fountain of pollution. 'Were it 
necessary, I could refer you to several instances of slaves ac- 
tually seducing the daughters of their masters ! Such seduc- 
tions sometimes happen, even in the most respectable slave- 
holding families." — [Rev. John JtankinJ] 

Other testimonies of a sunilar kind, and from the most 
credible persons residing in the slave States, might be ^ven, 
were it necessary. Perhaps the reader is aware how often 
we have been told, by the pro-slavery party, that, to abolish 
tho slave system, would lead to an amalgamation of the whites 
and blacks of this country ! The persons who make the 
above objection, however, against the anti-slavery movements 
of the present day, do not seem to feel any great repugnance 
against the *' amalgamation " described in the above extracts, 
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which now prevails to such an alarming and disgraceful extent 
at the sonth and west ^ , 

7. Woe unto him, that useth his neighbor's seroieea 
iffithout wages. .- ' 

. And how conid there .be a more faithful description of the 
dave-holdmg which prevails in this country, than is found in 
tbia passage of Scripture i Nor does it invejidate this remark, 
to say that the prophet did not have this aystsm in his mind 
when he uttered these words; who knows that he did not? 
The truth is, there is not one sin of any kind, committed at 
the present day, which is more directly and explicitly described 
in the language of the Bible, than the sin of slave-holding 
is in this text ; — not one ! Who builds his house by wrongs 
by the fruits of another's labor ? •— the enslaver of the.hur 
man species. Who mes his neighbor's services without 
giving him wages in return? Who compels his net^A&or 
to toil from day to day, and from year to year, without giving 
him wages for his work?— the si.avs-hoi<sc:r ! And, 
reader, what does the iofioite God say concerning sncb in this 
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CHAPTER IX. 

laEKIEL — DANIEL --HOSEA--JOEL^AMOS --JO- 
NAH — MICAH — NAHUM — HABAKKUK — ZECH- 
ARIAIt— ANb MALACHI. 

.■ ' 
■ 1 t' 

Various feaiurh of the slave'spstem, most aptly rife* 
scribed in the language of the Bible. 

1. Thus sailh the Lord God, Woe fo the -women 
that sew pillows to all arm-holes, and make kerchiefs 
upon the head of every stature to hunt souls ! Will 
ye hunt thie souls of ray people, — and will ye pol* 
lute me among my people, for handsful of batley 
and for pieces of bread, to slay the souls that should 
not die, and to save the souls alive that should not 
live, by your lying to my people, that hear yoiir lies ? 
Ezek. xiii, 18. 

2. If a man be just — and hath not oppressed any, 
but hath restored to the debtor his pledge, hath 
spoiled none by violence, hath given his bread to the 
hungry, and hath covered the naked with a garment ; 
hath executed true judgment between man and man, 
he shall surely live, saith] the Lord God. Ezek. 
xviii, 5 — 9. 
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8. Ilelr pHnces in the midst thereof aye like 
Wolves ravening the prey, to shed blood, and to de» 
Btroy souls, to get dishonest gain. Ezek. xxii, 27. 

4. And her prophets have daubed them with un» 
tempered mortar, seeing Vanity, and divining lies 
Unto them, saying, Thus saith the Lord God, when 
the LoRt) hath libt spoken. Eaeki xxii, 28. ' 

5. The people bf the .land have its^d oppression, 
and exercised robbery, and have vexed the poor and 
heedyj yea, they have oppressed the stranger wrong» 
fully. Ezek. xxii. 29. 

6. Thej' '»•& ' ' the pefsons of men, and vessels of 
brass in ...et. E^ek. ^xyii, 13; 

7. ^ a .off thy sins by righteousness, and thine 
ini'- i by showing mercy to the poor. Dan. iv, 
27 

8. tie is a merchanti the balances of deceit are in 
his hand^ he loVeth to oppress. Hos. xii, 7. 

9. And they cast lots for my people; and have 
given a boy for an harlot, and sold a girl for wine, 
that they might drink. Joel iii, 3. 

10. The children also- of Judah, and the children 
of Jerusalem have ye sold unto the Grecians, that 
ye might remove them far from their border. Behold, 
I will raise them out of the place whither ye have 
sold them, and will return your recompense upon 
your own head. Joel iii, 6. 

11. Thus saith the Lord, for three transgressions 
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of Israel, and for four, I will not turn away the punish' 
tnent thereof, because they sold the righteous for sil- 
ver, and the poor for a pair of shoes j and a man arid 
bis father will go in unto the same maid, to profane 
my holy name. Arnps i\s 6. 

12 Let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, 
and cry mightily unto God 5 yea, let them turn every 
one from his. evil way, and from the violence that ia 
in their hands ; , who can tell if God will turn and 
repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that we 
perish not ? Jonah iii, 8. 

13. He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; 
and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do 
Justly, and to loVe mercy, and to walk humbly with 
thy God ? Mic. vi, 8. 

14. Woe to the bloody city ! it is all full of lies 
and robberies ; the; prey; depart cth not ; the noise of 
a whip, — because of the multitude of the whore* 
doms of the welUfavored harlot, the mistress of 
witchcrafts, that selleth riatiohs through her whore- 
doms, and families through. her witchcrafts. Na. iii, 

1—4. ■ : 

15. Therefore the law is slacked, and judgment 
doth never go forth ; for the wicked doth compass 
about the righteous ; therefore wrong judgment pro- 
ceedeth. Hab. i, 4. 

16 Thus saith the Lord my God; Peed the 
flock of the slaughter, whose possessors slay them, 
9 



and hold themselves not guilty j and they that sell 
them say, Blessed be the Lord, for I am rich ; and 
their own shepherds pity them not. Zee. xi, 4. 

17. Have we not all one fathet? hath not one 
God created us? Why do we deal tfeacherously 
every man against his brother, by profaning the 
covenant of ouir fathers ? Mai. ii, 10. 

18. And I will come near to you to judgment ; 
and I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, 
atid against the adulterers, and against false swear- 
ers, and against those that oppress the hireling in his 
wages, the widow, ohd the fatherless, and that turn 
aside the stranger from his right, and feat not me, 
saith the LorD of hosts, Mai. iii, 5. 

NOTES ON CHAPTER IX. 

1. tVill ye hunt the souls qf mi/ people ? 

A negro hant is a common occurrence in the slave States. 
" When negroes run away from the happiness which their 
masters say they enjoy at home, a hunt is immediately set on 
foot In the pursuit, with dogs and guns, there appears to be 
not the least hesitation hi shooting the fugitives, or tearing 
them in pieces I recollect an extract from a private letter 
written near Edenton, N. C, two or three years ago, (before 
the Southampton insurrection) which, among other matters of 
no great moment, mentioned that they had had • great negro 
shooting lately.^ I have heard of shooting negroes from 
trees tvith as little concern, and apparently with as keen a zest, 
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as a nprthera sportsman drops asqairrel or a quail." 7-..[2>. £. 

Childj, JEsq.2 

. *' Occasionally armed parties of whites go .in pursuit of 
theiDj who make no secret of their determination to .shoot 
down all that refuse to surrender — - which thpy sometimes do. 
In one instance, a negro who was closely pursued, instead of 
heeding the . order to, surrender, , waded into a shallow pond, 
beyond the reach of his pursuers ; refusing still to yield, he 
was shot through the heart by one: of the party. This , oc- 
curred .near Natchez, but no notice was taken of it by the civil 
authorities ; but in this they were- consistent, for the city pa- 
troles, or night-watch are allowed to do the same thing with 
impunity, though it is authorized by no Jaw. . 

f^Another jnode of capturing ixm-aways, is by blood-hounds; 
this I hope is rarely done. , . An instance was related to ine in 
Clairborn.e, county,; Miss, ; ,.A .runaway, was hear^ about the 
bouse in the night. : The hound vras, put npon.his track, and 
in the morning was found washing the, dead body of the ne- 
gro. The dogs are trabed to this service while young. ,A 
i;iegro is directed to go into the woods, and secure,himself upon 
a tree. When sufficient time has been aljlo.wed for doing this, 
the hound is put upon his track. .. The blacks, also, are com- 
pelled to worry the hounds, till they make them their implaca- 
ble enemies ; and it is common to, naeet .with dogs which will 
take no notice of whites, though enture strangers, but .will suf- 
fer no black, besides the house servants,, to .enter the yard. 
Captured slaves are confined, in jail till claimed by their own- 
ers, .If they, are not claimed, within the. time prescriljed by 
law, they are sold , {^t public sale, and in the mean time are 
employed as scavengers, with a heavy ball and cbai^ fastened 
to one of their ancles." — S. Record for March, 1835.] 

2. ! Hath spoiled none by violence. 

How oflen are we told that , the, slaves of this country are 
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SO ignorant and degraded, that they are incapable of taking 
care of themselves. Bat how came they thus ignorant and 
degraded? ' Has the great God created a race of haninn be- 
in'^8, and made them incapable' of taking care of themselves ? 
If not, who has spoiled these hutnan inteiligiences of that ca» 
jiacity? Who prevents their instruction?' Who takes the 
fruit of their labors ? And will a system which spoils millions 
of men, women atid children in this wiay, regenerate itself and 
restore what it has so wickedly taken away? Or will those 
who in any way uphold this system, be the persons to fit the 
slaves for their liberty ? And how will they do this while 
they countenance and uphold slavery ? 

S. To shed blood and to destroy soiits. 

It is ^ted in the preamble to some resolutions introduced 
by Mr. Miner to the House of Reprepentativesi in I82i9j that 
*< Officers of the federal goverhinent have been employed^ and 
derive emoluments from carrying oh the Domestic Slave- 
Trade." ' Indeed, the prihees of this land are at the head of 
ihe slave-lsystem. 

■ «e Droves' of slaves are purchased by members of Congress, 
and'oonducted by themselves in person or by proxy, to their 
quarters. An honorable senator has been seen, several hun- 
dred iniles from Washingtoni conveying a 1.0T of slaves, pur- 
chased during Ms oiBcm! attendance in that city, almost to the 
very doors of the huts intended for their residence." — [Lei' 
iir cf J. G. Bimey, Esq-I 

4; Ber prophets have daubed them. 

■ Add whether those ministers of this land, who attempt to 
justify the system of slave-holding' from the Scriptures, do not 
imitate the conduct of the prophets mentioned in this text, let 
the reader judge. A si.AvE-Hoi.DiN'G preacher! There 
is, certainly, something indescribably repulsive in the thought 
of joraing these two einploytnents together ! And how would 
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the idea strike tlie reader, to contemplate Jesus Christ as an 
enslaver of the human species ? How would it sound in the 
ear of a Christian, at this age of the world, to speak of St. 
Paul as a " soul-driver," or a " slave-holder ? " 

5. The people of this land have used oppression. 

And what wonder is it, if the people become oppressors} 
when their rulers and their ministers set them the example ? 

6. Traded the persons of men. 

This was their sin ; they made merchandize of the souls 
tind bodies of men, the same as many do now ! 
9. Cast lots fot my people. 

How aptly this passage of Scripture describes a part of the 
slave-system in this land, the following extract will show. It 
is from the Picture of Slavery in the United States, by the 
Rev. Mr. Bourne, before referred to. In accounting for the 
very great number of mulattoes which, may be found upon some 
of the plantations at the south, whom he saw, he says : — 
" According to my companion's account, (a gentleman with 
whom he was travelling in Virginia,) there Was a regalaf sys- 
tem established, by which it was scarcely possible for a child 
to be born without having some approximation to white, beyond 
that of the darkest of its generations ; and that) between the 
owner of the plantation and his boys, and the overseer and 
his son, and their other artificers, he presumed that soon he 
Would not have one black person upon the plantation." So 
true it is, that every abomination which was ever practiced 
among men, is now fostered and perpetuated by the slave- 
system I 
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CHAPTER X. 

JESUS CHRIST. 

Our blessed Saviour did as really describe and con- 
demn the sin of slave-holding, as he did the sin of 
any other practice to which men are now addicted. 

1. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain 
mercy; Matt, v, 7. 

2. Blessed arie ye when men shall revile you and 
persecute you, and say all manner of evil against 
you falsely, for my sake. Matt, v, 11. 

3. Whosoever, therefore, shall break one of these 
least commandments, and shall teach men so, he 
shall be called the least in the kingdom of Heaven ; 
but -whosoever shall do and teach them, the same 
shall be called great in the kingdom of Heaven. 
Matt, v, 19. 

4. Therefore, if thou bring thy gift to the altar, 
and there rememberest that thy brother hath aught 
against thee, leave there thy gift before the altar, 
and go thy way ; first be reconciled to thy brother, 
and then come and offer thy gift. Matt, v, 23. 

5. Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, 
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do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
that despitefully use you, and persecute you. Matt. 
V, U. 

6. Therefore, all things whatsoever ye would that 
men should do to you, do ye even so to them, for 
this is the law and the prophets. Matt, vii, 12. 

7. Go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will 
have mercy and not sacrifice. Matt, ix, 13. 

8. Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind. This is the first and great 
commandment. And the second is like unto it, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. Matt, 
xxii, 37. 

9. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo- 
crites! for ye pay tithe of mint, and anise, and 
cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of 
the law, judgment, mercy, and faith; these ought 
ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone. 
Matt, xxiii, 23. 

10. Then shall they also answer him, saying, 
Lord, when saw we thee a hungered, or athirst, or a 
stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not 
minister unto thee? Then shall he answer them 
saying, Verily, 1 say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did 
it not to one of the least of these, ye did it §ot to 
me. Matt, xxv, 44. 

1 1. The Spirit of the Lord is" upon me, because 
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he halh ai;ioii:ited me to preach the gospel to the poof ; 
/ he hath sent liie to heal the broken-hearted, to preach 
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight 
to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 
to preach the acceptable year of the Lord. Luke 
iv, 18. 

12. Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also 
is merciful. Luke vi, 36. 

18. Take head and beware of coVetousness ; for a 
man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the 
things which he possesseih. Luke xii, 15. 

14. These things I command you, that ye love 
one another. John xv, 17. This is my command- 
ment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you. 
John XV, 12. 

15. God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Ghost and with power ; who went about doing 
good, and healing all that were oppressed of the 
devil. Acts x, 38. 

16. Which now of these three, thinkcst thou, was 
neighbor unto him that fell among the thieves ? And 
he said. He that showed mercy on him. Then said 
Jesus unto him. Go and do thou likewise. Luke 
X, 36. 
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NOTES ON CHAPTER X. 
1. They shall obtain rtterey. 

Mercy, from misericnrdia ; wad. thu rrom miserans, pi- 
tying ; and cor, the heart ; or tniaeria cordis x>^n of heart. It 
aignifies that pain wbich one feelis iipon the si^^ht or knowledge 
of another who is in misery, and which lends him to the nse 
of suitable means for his relief. How do the enalaTera of the 
human species «how merey toward those whom they deprive 
of then- liberty, and firom whom they keep back the price of 
their labor? , **How shalt thoa hope for inercyj rendering 
none?."; , 
: 2. When men shall perieeute yovi. 

And does the blessbig here pronoonced upon the persecuted 
authorize another to persecute tfeeni i It certainly does, if 
those precepts which enjoin . obedience upon serrants, may be 
qudted.aa a justification of the conduct of the enslaters who 
deprive them of their liberty. 

S. TVhdaOever thall break one of these edmrnandments. 

"What an awful consideration is this! He who by his 
mode of acting, speaking, or explaining ilie word of God, 
«ets the holy precept aside, oT' explains away its force and 
meaning, shall be called least, shall have no place m the king^ 
dom of Christ here, nor in the kingdom of glory above." 
[Dr. Clarke.] 

. Let those ministers and members of Christian churches who 
bold their species in bondage, reflect on these fearful words of 
nnerring truth ; and when they do ' this, let them remember 
bow much dependence is made upon their extunple, by other 
enslavers who do not profess to love God ! And then let 
them ask themselves, whether they do not break one of the 
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least of God's commandments, with regard to the poor and 
needy, and whether they do not, in some sense, teach others to 
do the same ? . ; ■ ■ 

4. First be reconciled to thy brother. 

And how can a professing Christian be reconciled to a 
brother whom he violently holds in bonds ? How can a be- 
liever in: the truth of the Bible help rememberingv when he 
approaches the altar of God in prayer, that every one of his 
poor defenceless slaves has' augAf against him ! He with- 
holds from them their liberty, the greatest of all earthly bless- 
ings.; and 'have' they nothing^'agam^ him? He: deprives 
them' of the fhiit of their labor;' have' they nothing a^meX 
him?: I He deprives <tho; parents of their right to their own 
offspring; have they nothing against him? He parts the 
wife from her bnsband, and the husband from bis wife ; have 
they nothing against faim ? . Ife gives his example' in sopport 
uf. a violentinnd most wicked and cme) systeni of bondage, a 
system which perpetuates the horrid traffic in bun^an souls, ia 
human fiesh and blood ; have they:n'o^Azn^ against him ? Has 
no slave in this land anything against ^such 'a Christian, when 
he .thus gives his influence to support a system which robs and 
grinds to: the very dust: more than two nlillions of men, wo- 
men, and children ? A system which shuts from their minds 
the lights of: science and; religion, a system which is made up 
of the ivorst hind of theft,' arid which' defrauds' the poor and 
friendless, destroyes femihiiie modesty, and. corrupts all classes 
in society where it prevails with every shade of vice and irre- 
iigion? ! In a word,, if every poor slave in this nation haveinot 
'enough, in the sight of God, against every Christian enslavei: 
of:.the: human species, to ^prevent: their prayers from being 
heard, unless they repent, then are these words of God utterly 
noil and void, and without meaniiig to us^ 

5. Love your enemies. 

This is one of the most sublime and heavenly precepts 
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which it was ever liiade ' the duty of men to obey i and by it 
men may justify themselves in becoming onr enemies in pre* 
cisely the same vyay thait others justify the system of sTavery, 
by quoting those Scriptures which direct servants to obey tbeur 
masters. And if we are to love those who are our enemies 
ond who injure us^ how much more should the master love his 
sidves) who have been , his yh'eTu/s, and who have supported 
him in aiBuence and ease ever since he was born ? : 
6. Do ye even so to them. 

And how oobid Christ have expressed himself more directly 
against slavery than he has done in these words.' .Nor, in* 
deed, is it easy to Conceive that it could have been necessary 
for him to do sO) even had it been possible. : It: is true Christ 
might have described the sin of slave-holding, and condemned 
it by name ; and so he could have described the sin of poligt 
amy, and the sin of rum drinking, and the sin otgamblingt 
with many other sins r— but this he did not do ; and shall we 
infer from this that all these sins are allowed by the Son of 
God? 

Now, does the enslaver of the human species do ' as he 
would be done by> in keeping his fellow men in bondage ? 
And yet, how often must we b6 told, that " Christ never said 
anything against slavery .' " JVbthing against slavery ! 
vihen he has laid down this rule for the conduct of all slave* 
holders; — All things whataoeverye would that men should 
do to you, do ye even so to them ! ■ 

But surely, nothing can be more evident than that there is 
just as much in this command again&t slavery as there is against 
theft,: adaltery, or murder., 
I will have mercy. 

These words are quoted from 1 Sam. xv, 22, and it would 
seem that many, even at this day, have to learn what they 
mean. The occasion upon^ which they were at first spoken, 
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bhoWs their meaning: to 'bej that God prefers ab aet of mercy 
shown to Us. needy creatures, before any act of religious 
ivorship, to tvhich one might be called at the same time. In* 
deed, tiie tenor of the whole Bible proves this ; and yet, how 
many restrain theur lM>wbls of mercies towards the necessi- 
tons, and then go and worsliip God, to atone for thbir gtiilt in 
leaving undone their dn^ to the poor and needy. Thefol* 
lowing fact may be given as a faint illnstratioYi of the propriety 
and consistency of such a Course of Conduct. 

A deacon in a certain town in New-England went to meet* 
ing one Sabbath, and left his hired man at home ; on return* 
ing in the afternoon from the house of God, he . found that the 
man had not been nt the church as he anticipated, but had re* 
tired to some part of the farm. The deacon immediately 
commenced searching for- him, and on proceeding to the place 
where they had been engaged the day before, in burning 
wood, he found the man seated upon a log near a firetvhich he 
had kindled. On the deacon's asking him how he came thus 
to absent himself from meeting, and to break the holy Sab- 
bath, he replied as follows: '♦'Why, I only Walked out here, 
and seeing the brands scattered around here and there, I just 
put them together, and then while they were burning, I thought 
! would sit down and sing a j7sa/m tune to take the iSery edge 
off." 

8. Thou shall love thy neighbor as thyself. 

Do those professing Christians, do those ministers of the 
gospel love' their neighbors as' themselves, who have slaves in 
their families and upon their plantations, and the profits of 
whose labors they have been reaping for years, and who, at 
the same time, never have furnished these slaves with a Bible, 
iior suffered them 1 1 learn one single letter of the alphabet ? 
Can they^ do they l»re their neighbors as themselves, while 
they withhold from them their liberty, and take from thenn the 
fruit of their labor ? 
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ii ibay he mid, m khoi» that ibd laWs |nr6hibh their. tfi&tii-> 
.iii'^ their slaves to read the Bible ; ifOt anppose the laWs sbotild 
forbid their ptayhg for tlleir slavesi or attemptiDg their spirit" 
tai inBtrtiction in any May ? Wfiom should We obey* God oi 
iaan ? The dlavo. Stat&s havo last as mttch right to prohtbity 
tnder the petialties of ^ncf imprisonment, and death) all 
Icinda of prayefr for the' slavesj is ihey hare to prohibit theit' 
Instrbction in Iett&rs> or in a Sabbatli echool; and every 
Christian might as consistently yield their sapptftt to stich d 
iaw as &bj do Uoiv to thosO laWs which prevent the slavefd 
from being taught to read the word of Godi 

9. jlTid have omitted the weightier matte fs of the JaW. 
That laW of God which rfiqoir^a justice betwe^ man &ad 

inanj and mercy to the distrossed ; this laW^ if obeyed, woold 
at once and forever annihilate slavery from onr nation and 
from thO World. Btt alas ! faoW many totally neglect thid 
law, while at the siime time they Sre exceedingly punctiliona 
in paying tithe of mint and anise and cttmmin ; nor do they 
seem to realize What a draw-baCk the sin cf slave-holdiiig id 
Upon thti virtbes of some Who might otherwise be what tbeii' 
professions would seem to signify. 

10. Ye did it not to one of the hast of these tny 
brethren. 

Hence, it is indispntaU^, tbdt Christ Constdeird tbe good ot" 
the evil which is done unto olie of tho least of Ills followers^ 
as aetnally dohe onto himself. NoW suppose for oUe momentj 
that slavery is not att evil ; suppose it is consistent and right 
for a Christian to buy and sell men, women, and children, and 
hold them as his property. Is there any J>rofea8iUg Christian, 
or any minister of the gospel who Would deal thus with thO 
person of Jesus Christ were he now here upon earth ? HoW 
does it seem to the reader, to think of Jesos Christ set np at 
auction, bought and sold, yoked with an iron collar^ chained, 
10 
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scourged, and driven to work with a clnb or cowhide i Bui 
this is the kind of treatment which many of his disciples re' 
csive, and this too from those who claim to be their Christian 
pastors, and their brethren in the Lord ! And these are they 
who tell us, ** Christ never said anything against slavery ! " 

11. To preach deliverance to the captives. 

Though these words primarily refer to the spiritual deliver' 
ance which the gospel effects for sinners, who have been slaved 
to sin, yet it is a fact that the Christian religion does tend to 
promote the civil liberties of all n&tions where it is permitted 
to operate without restraint. Hence, in about three centuries 
after the birth of Christ, slavery was abolished throughout the 
Koman empire. Christianity has since abolished slavery in 
France, Spain, Portugal, Sweden, Denmark, Prussia, Austria, 
Germany, and throughout the dominions of Great Britain ; and 
in a word, America is the only civilised Christian nation, 
where slavery is permitted to exist ! And yet, we are the 
people to reproach other nations for their tyrannies, and to 
boast of our freedom and our republican laws and institutions ! 

12. The acceptable year of the Lord. 

That is, the year of jubilee ; as the Jews believed, their 
year of jubilee was typical of the redemption which was to be 
accomplished by the Messiah ; and to this usage among the 
Jews the last clause of this text undoubtedly refers. 

13. Beware of eovetousnesa. 

Beware of an eager, inordinate desire of that which be- 
longs to another. If that is not covetousness which leads one 
to take possession of the liberty of his innocent fellow crea- 
tares, and to use their services without paying them wages for 
their labor, what is it i And covetousness, the apostle informs 
us, is idolatry. Col. iii, 5. 

14. As I have loved you. 

And how can the system of slave-holding stand in the pre* 
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sence of these words ? This is my commandment, that ye 
love one another as I have loved you. That is, yon should 
love one another as reallj and as siiicerely in your sphere as 
I have loved yon in mine. It is not doubted but that some 
slave-holders may covet the liberty and labor of the slaves 
enough to risk their lives in the support of a system by which 
they can deprive them of these blessings, but does any en- 
slaver love his slaves enough to lay down his life for bim ? 
Nay, does he love them enough to restore to them those 
blessings and rights of which he has so unjustly deprived 
them ? Let the following fact speak on this subject : it was 
narrated by the Rev. M. B. Cox, late Missionary to Liberia, in 
one of the public papers, soon after the event occurred. 

After the insurrection in Southampton, Ya., which took place 
a few years ago, a slave-holder went into the woods in quest of 
some of the insurgents, accompanied by a faithful slave, who 
had been the means of saving his life in the time of the mas- 
sacre. After they had been some time in the woods, the 
slave handed his musket to his master, informing him at the 
same time that he could not live a slave any longer, and re- 
questing bim either to shoot bim upon the spot, or sot him free. 
The master took the gun from the hands of the slave, levelled 
it at his breast, and shot the faithful negro through the heart. 
Thus he was rewarded for his kindness to his master. 

15. Healing all that were oppressed of the devil. 

So, it seems, the devil himself is an oppressor, sinners are 
his slaves ; and, if we may credit the testimony of the Bible on 
this point, as well as the confessions of many of his faithful 
servants, he is a most rigorous and unfeeling soul-driver. 

Speaking on the subject o? slavery, the learned and pious 
Dr. A. Clarke has expressed himself thus : — "I here regis- 
ter my testimony against the unprincipled, inhuman, t...*<- 
Christian, and diabolical slave-trade, with all its authors, pro- 
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moters, abettors, and saerilegiooa gaina, as well as against the 
great devil, the father of it, and them." 
: Here the devil is pat down as the great father of all slave- 
bolders, slavo'dealeni, and of all who defend and support the 
filave-Bystem*^ any way ; and similar language might be 
quoted from almost every commentator, and Christian writer • 
of any note who has ever lived. 



CHAPTER XI. 
ST. PAUL. 

The Apostle Paul condemns slavery most explicitly, 
and shows that slave-holding is directly opposed 
to the spirit and temper of the Christian Religion. 

1. Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that 
which is evil ; cleave to that which is good. Be 
kindly afFectioned one to another, with brotherly 
love^ in honor preferring one another. Rom. xii, 9. 

2. Art thou called being a servant? care not for 
it ; but if thou mayest be made free, use it rather. 
For he that is called in the Lord, being a servant, is 
the Lord's free man ; likewise, also, he that is called, 
being free, is Christ's servant. 1 Cor. vii, 21. 
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3. Ye are bought with a price ; be not ye the ser- 
vants of men. 1 Cor, vii, 23. 

4. Charity sufF reih long and is kind ; charity 
envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed 
up, doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her 
own, is not easily provoked ; thinkeih no evil. 1 
Cor. xiii, 4. 

5. Charity beareth all things, believeth all things, 
hopeth all things, endureth all things, 1 Cor, xiii, 7. 

6. For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty 
only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but 
by love serve one another. For all the law is ful- 
filled in one word, even in this, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. Gal. v, 13. 

7. I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech 
you, tint ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith 
ye are called, with all lowliness and meekness, with 
long-suffering, forbearing one another in love. Eph. 
iv, 1. 

G. And be ye kind one to another, tender-iiearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake 
hath forgiven you. Eph iv, 32, 

9. Servants be obedient to them that are your 
masters, according to the flesh, with fear and trem- 
bling, in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ. 
Knowing, that whatsoever good thing any man 
doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord, whether 
he be bond or free. Eph. vi, 5. 
10* 
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10. And ye masters,, do the same things unto 
them, forbearing threatening; knowing that your 
Master also is in Heaven ; neither is there respect of 
persons with him. Eph. vi, 9. 

11. Let nothing be done through strife or vain* 
glory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem 
other better than themselves. Phil, ii, 3. 

12. Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, 
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are 
just ; whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things 
are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report ; if 
there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think 
on these things. Phil, iv, 8. 

13. Masters, give unto your servants that which 
is just and equal ; knowing that ye also have a Mas- 
ter in Heaven. Gol. iv, 1. 

14. Withal praying also for us, that God would 
open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mys- 
tery of Christ, for which I am also in bond. Col. 
iv, 3. 

15. And Paul said, I would to God, that not only 
thou, but also all that hear me this day, were both 
almost and altogether such as I am, except these 
bonds. Acts xxvi, 29. 

16. Put on therefore as the elect of God, holy and 
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness 
of mind, meekness, long-suffering, forbearing one 
another, and forgiving one another, if any man have 
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a quarrel against anyj even as Christ forgave you, 
so also do ye. Col. iii, 12. 

17. Servants, obey in all things your masters ac- 
cording to the iSesh ; not with eye servjice, as men 
pleasers, but in singleness of heart, fearing God. 
Col. iii, 22. 

18. For this is the will of God — that no man 
go beyond and defraud his brother in any matter ; 
because that the Lord is the avenger of all such, as . \ 
we also have forewarned you and testified. 1 Thess. 

iv, 3. 

19. Knowing this, that the law is not made for a 
righteous man, but for — the lawless, — for men- 
stealers. 1 Tim. i, 19. 

20. Let as many servants as are under the yoke 
count their own masters worthy of all honor, that 
the name of God and his doctrine be not blasphemed. 
And they that have believing masters, let them not 

' despise them, because they are brethren ; but rather 
do them service, because they are faithful and be- \ 
loved, partakers of the benefit. 1 Tim. vi, 1. 

21. Exhort servants to be obedient unto their own 
masters, and to please them well in all things ; not 
answering again; not purloining, but showing all 
good fidelity ; that they may adorn the doctrine of 
God our Saviour in all things. Tit. ii, 9. 

22. Not now as a servant, but above a servant, a 
brother beloved, especially to me, but how much 



110 



TE TIMONV OF GOP 



more unto thee, both in the flesh and in the Lord ? 
If thou count me therefore a partner, receive him as 
myself. Phil. 16. 

23. Remember them that are in bonds, as bound 
with them; and them which suffer adversity, as be- 
ing yourselves also in the body. Heb. xiii, 3. 

NOTES ON CHAPTER XI. 

1 . Let love be toithtut dissimtilation. 

Let yoar tempers and actions correspond with yonr profes- 
sions ; yon profess to love your neighbor as yourself ; act 
accordingly. But then, in examining these and similar pas- 
sages, which bear so directly against slave-holding, we shonld 
remember, that it is not love, merely, which demands the im- 
mediate and total abolition of slavery in all its forms ; for 
were love and kindness to be left entirely out of the question, 
the principles of equity and justice, if obeyed, would banbh 
idavery from the charch and from the world. Bnt when the 
demands of justice are disregarded, then we may urge the 
principles of that sincere and affectionate regard which every 
Christian should feel towards his brother. And how can one 
who does really love God, and his neighbor, refuse obedience 
to the dictates of these principles as they are exhibited in this, 
and some of the following texts ? 

2. Art thou a servant. 

The word here and elsewhere, (with bat one exception) m 
the New Testament, rendered servant is dovkos, and " it often 
implies," says Dr. A. Clarke, *' a servant in general ; or any 
one bound to the service of another, either for a limited time, 
or for life." Bnt it is donbtfol whether this term was ever 
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Ksed, either by Ctxtiat or any of the Apostles, to signify one 
«rho was the entire and absolute property «f anotber, as the 
filaves of this land are held, for d3ie following, among many 
reasofifi : 

1. We know that dirist used tins wocd to ssgnify saeh as 
were aot, and from die facts stated in the ease, they eouid noit 
have bem the «ntiie pn^perty of another. See Matt xviii« 
23 — 35. Here we have an account of a dovlog, servant, 
who was fio moeh in his master's debt, (hat he commanded 
Slim to he sold, and payment to be made, which would nc^ 
iiave ijeea done liad be been the absolute property of bis 
master. 

Slaves » Athens, who were held as the «ntire property of 
a master, were «aUed btxitai, bat after (iheir freedom was 
granted them, they were called dovXoi^ not Ibemg like tSte for- 
mer a part of Ibe master's «8tate« loat only nequired to leader 
some small service, sadt as was required of the fiitOBXoi^ 
iiesident strangers or aliens, to whom in some respects, they 
were inferior. This the reader will kam by eonsultiag Dr. 
W. Robtason's Antiquities of Greece, page 3C ; and Potter*8 
Grecian Antiquities, Vol. I, page 18 ; and see also an article 
in the Bib. Eepoatory, for Jan. 1885^ " On Slavery in Ancient 
Greece." 

Now when we emisider &at the Attic Greek is substan" 
dally the language in which the New Testament was written, 
it seems the Apostles must have used the wond dovXog, to sig- 
nify a freedmatit according to the authorities above quoted, 
and aot one who was die entire property of another. 

2. But it may be observ«d Ivere, and once for all, that, if 
Che Apostles ueed the woni dovXog, to ngnify one who was the 
«ntire property of another, in the highest sense in which slaves 
were held as such among die Greeks and Romans, and if their 
directions to masters and their servants, are to be taken as a 
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jastification of the relation which the Roman and Grecian 
laws and extetoms established between such, then h must fd!* 
low that they justified everything which it authorized the mas^ 
ter to do ; for how could they justify the " relation " without 
justifying the parts of which it was composed ? That relation 
auifiorized the master to do anything and everything to the 
person of his slave or " chattel " which he chose. He might 
scourge him, maim him, and even put him to death at his 
pleasure, and in doing these things he did not abuse this rela- 
tion, but he exercised the civi'l rights which it conferred upon 
him. Nor indeed, was it the abuse of this relation which the 
apoetle forbid, when he commanded his master to give unto 
bis. slaves that which was just and equal, for, according to Dr. 
'Taylor's "Elements of Civil Law," this relation among the 
Komans could not be abused in any way ! . Now it is allowed 
by all those who attempt to justify slavery from the Bible, 
that the Apostles did positively forbid some things which this 
relation gave every master the right to do ; and hence it fol- 
lows, as a consequence which cannot be denied, that the Apos- 
tles did positively forbid and condemn the relation which al- 
lowed them. How could the Apostles forbid theft, without 
condemning at the same time the law which allows it? How 
could they condemn murder or adultery, without condemning 
at the same time the law which allows and justifies these 
crimes. 

3. But many persons of the present day imagine that all 
the real objections which can now be brought against holding 
property in man, arise from the abuse of the relation which 
exists between the master and the enslaved ; this, however, is 
a very great mistake. We do not argue against the abuse of 
this relation, nor, indeed, do we found our arguments against it 
apon the abuses of it, nor its liobility to be abuseJ ; nay, it is 
the abuse of the relation, and its utter annihilation for which 
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vro contend. For this relation, it must be remembered, al* 
lows and justifies the master in doing what the word of God 
forbids, and it not only allows of such things, but it makes it 
the master's duty to do themj and it imposes a penalty upon 
him if he leaves them undone ! This relation makes it the 
master's duty to take the fruit of his neighbor's services — to 
crush his mind with ignorance — to prevent him from obeying 
the command of God, which obligates all men to search the Holy 
Scriptures. Many other things this " relation " says the mas- 
ter may do, and thetie and many other wicked things it says 
the master must do, and in doing them he does not aduse the 
relation, but he fulfills it? and if he fulfills it, as the law 
makes it his duty to do, he does all in his power to oppress 
and crush the immortal mind of one of God's intelligent crea- 
tures, and so far as this relation is fulfilled and obeyed, its in- 
fluence goes to send him down to the miseries of an eternal 
hell. Bence we say, that the relation is malum in se, so far 
as any relation can be which God has forbidden ; and it seems 
not a little remarkable, that those wbd quote passages from the 
New Testament to show that the Apostles justified this rela- 
tion, seem never to have imagined that it belonged to them to 
show how the Apostles could condemn the fruit of this rela- 
tion, and yet not condemn the relation itself. And this every 
man should do before he attempts to justify this relation from 
anything which the Apostles have said, concerning any who 
may possibly have held it. 

But even admitting that the dovlot of whom the Apostles 
speak, in the following passages, were held as the property of 
their masters, even this relation is condemned, as the reader 
will see. 

" It has been sometimes said that the " JVew Testament 
does not condemn slave-holding in express terms" And 
the practice has been advocated, because it has not been thus 



densatftjCed'. ' If this a(986W5^ii%cr& trtfe, aiid if the' Bil^fe'.O^f 
virtually ^eaovlaceit if, it Wbald fid* a sin. ' No maii <ia^ 
^jgbfeoBsIj contlane « ^ctic^ trAi<ih Go^ disapproves of, no> 
Oiattef HI ithst form tfte disafiprova^ is elifresaeA Bat thef 
assertSoQ i9 not trae^ Tlie" New T^tament doe^ eondemn 
dave-boliiitg, ea pract^ed dtnong li^, in the m6Bt explicit 
ferms/ farn^ed by the' lang&tfge in HhiSih tbb' inspired petimetf 
tTTOter^ If a p6ysictas, a^et a mittate ^xaminatron, shonl^ 
tell a'pBtieaf tba{ his every litaab ane? org^tt tva» dise&sed — if he* 
dionle! enamerat'isr the varibdiB parts of hh bodily sysfeniy the* 
Ktma, the leg^, the bead, stoma^bj- the' bowels,* &cr.y an^ 
sbonldf say of e&eb one of these psnia A'tsStaeAy that if wa»' 
tknsoimd ; coAld the inatr depart and sfc;y, After ally I am noK 
diseased! ; Schf the phyalKikin baa net said i^ express termg 
^at my body is' tmsonad? " Has Ik! not rAceiverf af morcf 
clear trnd express declara^m of hh ^tirely diseased eondi-' 
fion, ihsn if be' bad beetf tiAd in merefy genefal terms ti^t hi^ 
ftody v^j^s onsoMd ? Thtfs hag Gait c'ondcmned slavtty. He^ 
&as spiBcified the' parts which compose ity and dSenonnced them y 
one oney in most ample afid snetiftivoCal form. la the^ 
Englisb langnagtf tve have thd' term servant^ vihieh apjrfy in^ 
discriminately Both to ihoBe held hi Voltkntary sab^ection tv 
acothe)*.- an^ fo' those whose sabjectibtt is iiavoltaitary. We* 
1ia,v& also the term slate vrhich ia applical^e explosively to' 
f&l»%°'fidld'iD involnnfery sabjbctRm'. The Greek language* 
bad a word corresponding exactly ia signfficatibn with oaf 
Word servant i bat it had none' thaff answered precisely tO' oar 
term slave. The words oiketes, andrapo^a, are those whicb 
most nearly correspond', in the idea which they present, witb 
oar word slave. Bat oiketes properly srgaifies a domestic ; 
ttnd andrapodon^ one taken and enslaved in war. The in-' 
epired writers comld not have dewrtmced ouf sort of slavery 
Iby nsiog either of these words. If the^ had for^id<'fett os W 
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hold oiketai, they would have forbiddeti us the use of all do- 
mestics — if tfaey bad forbidden us to hold andrapoda, they 
might have been interpreted as forbidding our use only, of such 
slaves as had been taken and enslaved in war. How then 
was an Apostle, writing in Greek, to condemn our slavery ? 
Could it be done in the way in which some seem to think it 
must be done, before they will be convinced of its sinfulness ? 
How can we expect to ;6nd in Scripture the words '* slavery is 
sinful," when the language in which it is written contained no 
term which expressed the meaning of our word slavery ? 
Would the advocates of slavery wish us to show that the 
Apostles declare it to be unchristian to hold servants (douloi) ? 
This would have been denouncing, as criminal, practices far 
diSereat from slave-holding. But inspiration taught the holy 
penmen the only correct and efficacious method of eonveyihg 
their condemnation of this nnchristian system. They pro- 
nounce of each one of those several things which constitute 
slavery, that it is sinful ; thus clearly and forever denonncing 
the system, wherever it might appear, and whatever name it 
might assume. If a writer should take up each part of our 
Federal Constitution separately, and condemn it article by ard- 
cle, who would have the folly to assert that, after all, he bad 
not expressly condemned the Constitution? — [Lynch of 
Kentucky.] 

2. Care not for it. 

That is, do not let this binder you from accepting of salva- 
tion at the hand of God. . But if thou may est he made freet 
ztse it rather. 

The following remarks on this passage, I believe, are from 
the pen of the Rev. Beriah Green : 

.In his .letter to the Cormthian Church, the Api9stle Paul 
addressed himself freely to servants. . .: Would the abettor and 
eupportets of American slavery allow bim such a privilege? : 
11 
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2. He teacbes them to rise If possible to a state of free' 
dom.' Would the abettors and supporters of American sla- 
very permit bim to impress such a lesson on their slaves ? 
Would they not rather brand him as a fanatic ; reproach him 
as an inceadiary ; inflict upon him the penalty of Lynch lavc ? 

3. 'He teaches them to regard themselves as entitled to the 
benefits of freemen — and freemen of the most dignified and 
exalted character. Would the abettor and supporter of Amer- 
ican slavery allow bis slave to listen to such language ? No 
fears would he have, that they might' fall out with their chains, 
put on airs, and get above their proper places ? 

4. He charges them, by all the regard they had for their 
Redeemer, "to refuse to be the servants of men." Strong 
Jind startlug language. ! Would the abettor and supporter of 
American Slaivery permit such an exhortation to fall upon the 
open ears of bis slave ? Would he not ■■ regard it as subver- 
sive of the system by which they are held in bonds ? 

As they value the blood which was shed for their redemp- 
tion, they may not be " the servants of men ! " And this 
language every servant must interpret for himself ! Might be 
not regard it as a warrant to cast away his fetters ? Will the 
abetter and supporter of American slavery permit his vassals 
to try their skill at exposition on this passage ? If not, per- 
haps he would consent to bear father Flatt, a German com- 
mentator of excellent spirit and high reputation, explain it. I 
have ventured to translate a paragraph, in which he offers his 
views of its meaning. " Be not such servants of men, that 
ye cannot at the same time be the freemen of the Lord. Be 
not the slaves of inen, who would force upon you wrong opin- 
ions : 1 Cor. i, 12 ; Col. ii, 8j who would use yon as tb^e 
means of gratifying' their passions, or of accomplishing their 
celfish objects : 2 Cor. ii, 20. Do nothing which is contrary 
to your d^tf or to- obedience to God from oinfol compliance 
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to Others or from fear." For Ihs benefit of soatbem booksel- 
lers, who may be anxtoua to earich their stalls with this book, 
I give its title : " Vbrle sxmgen ueber die beydm Brief e an 
die Corinthier. 

It is very certain that the Apostle requires servants to prefer 
death , to obedience to such injunctions as might hinder their 
progress in the Christian life.. Whatever might contribute to 
enlighten their minds and quicken their consciences and in- 
crease their usefulness, they were, eager to lay hold of— and 
this, at whatever expense. The master, who would cripple, , 
or embarrass, or discourage them in so doing, they mast resist, . 
and resist at the hazard of ,their .lives. ' Tjiia clearly is the ; 
doctrine which the Apostle Paul requires. them tO; receive.. 

Southern tyrants have their , reasons for withbplding their 
Bibl^ from the slave., .It is most manifestly andJrreconciJably 
against the oppression they practice.. They would b n.it oyer : 
a slow fire sooner than putit into the hands of their bondmen.-. 
Theur impudence is only: equalled by their hypocrisy, in blas- 
phemously pretecding that such a book is friendly to oppres- 
sion. .With this pretence upon their lips, they make laws to 
prevent ' their slaves : from . reading it ! .What .do they f&at i . 
That it will make these wretched men too well pleased with 
their condition ? No. : They know that it wonM light up in . 
their bosoms such a flame as the waters of the Mississippi 
could npt:quench< , ■ ■ B.G. 

4. Seeketh not. Tier own. ■ 

The love of God leads all who possess it, to seek for the 
highest possible, good of all with whom they have to do. 
"But," says one, ."it is the highest possible good of the 
slave that [ should keep bini in slavery, because, if I were 
to set him free, ho would soon full, into the hands of another 
master, who might not treat him as well as I do." Now, ad- 
mitting this to be true, in any given case, it would not,, and . 
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eonid not follow from it, that the slave shonld not have hw 
rights restored .to bim. That which might be the greatest 
possible good to one individual slave, might, at the same time^ 
be the greatest possible injarj to the whole of the slave popu- 
lation ^ a class; And^ besides, does it follow, that because 
attothier will rob my neighbor of his liberty and the frait'ofhis 
labor, that therefore I onght to do it, becanse I think I can do 
the wbrk more m«7<2/^ and Christiati'like than be oani If, 
as it issometimee thought, a Christian onght to hold his spe- 
cies io bondage, because if he does not do this they will be- 
ceine slaves to abother master worse than he, then does it not 
follow, that Christians, ministers, legislators, and the very best 
men in the nation, should takcf. the management of all the 
theatres and gaiiibling houses in the country, into then- bands ? 
Shonld they not do all the murdering, thieving, and highway 
robbery, in 'order to have it done respectably, Christian-like> 
and in the mildest and bsat manner possible ? If they do not 
do these things themselves, yon know bad men will ! 

5. Bindureth all things. 

But many professing Christians, do not possess enough of 
this heaveiily virtue to enable them to bear thecontomely 
which they fear would be cast upon them, were they to do jus- 
tice to those whom they have wronged ! 

6. Stf love serve one another. 

You have been made free from the ceremonial law and 
from sin by the gospel of Jesus Christ, and now it becomes 
your duty to serve one another, for in this wayyon are to ful- 
fill {he law of God. The Gireek word, we have seen, which 
signifies a servant or slave is dovXogf and from this word we 
have the one in the text, which is rendered serve; dovXeidEt^, 
serve, in iihe performance of Christian duties, to one another. 
Henee it is the duty of every man professing the Christiam 
ndme, in this sense, to become the servant of those whom be 
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in bobdage ; this is the kind of semtude which is advd^ .■ 
tated in the Christian; Scriptures v and,: accordingly, the Bible 
informs us that Joshua was the ^etrant of Moses, Elisha was 
the eervattt of El^'ahy and St. Patd, St. Peter^ and the other 
Apostles were servants of Jdsus Christ, and Christ was the 
servant of God. . 
. 7. LowHnese and meekness* 
How does \he i^ea of meekness anii C^iristian hnmility 
Ogree with that of a soul-driver, or slave-holder? 

8. Kind -^tender-parted.' 

And many slave-holders think they are so, fa^anse they are 
nt)t so cruel and hard-hearted towards their ; daves as some 
others. But how very kind,' how tender-hearted one may be 
in comparison with another, when both of them withhold 
from yoH .your personal liberty and take from yon the fmit of 
ytour labor, St may not, indeed, be very easy to tell. How- 
ever, that there ore slave-holders, eoul-drivers, and dealers in 
human souls, vfho may be culled kind, and tender-hearted, and 
Christians, when compared with others who might be named> 
no one will pretend to deny. O that they Were kmd and ten- 
der-hearted enough to restore to thdr poOr sieves the rights of 
which tliey have so unjustly defrauded them ! 

9. Be obedient to them that ate yourmasttre. ' 

This is the langaage which all abolitionists at the present 
day would use, were they permitted to have acooss to tbo 
slaves of this land. We tould but et^oin it apon them to be 
patient and faithful. Our labor for their freedom is with God, 
and those who oppress themi 

10. Do the same things unto them. 

Here is the rule for the masters ; and how fioon their slaves 
would " go free " were it to be faithfully obeyed ! No donbt 
the slaves at the souUi often hear their duties e^iiaioed and en- 
forced from the abov«> and some of the. following passages ia 
il* 
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ibh' ibaptet i hnt it hot so bvl^ebtlbatltie dnty ot Hie'ta&g^ 
fer'i»^ias-o{teQ:enfon%d'fibm fl^ ikodi similar 
■ tl: ]Better thi^ ihdmsehe8i 

iTbe tkmsA teadehef of Slavery iapoti minds of tbe en- 
8la\Feir0,'i9tolead tbera' to think' fhttmsel'^s better than orbetai^ 
fhos tbe spirit of the gospel la reversed and-connteracrted. ' See^ 
the testimony of President Jefibrisdnte this p^ointj Chafr. vi, 
pag0'69if ' •• 

12, Think dn>ihese tA{ng6, 

For all of tbem are required by the gbspel ivhicb yon pro" 
fesa^ to ' love. ■■ 'Bat is there. aiiythin|f -ttrhkh is agreeable to the' 
principles of Vncbaag^able atid eternal tmth in slavery ? Is 
the're'etiy boeiesty in >it'?' aAy pnrity? aAyfbing Idvdy, or of' 
good' report hi'^'^e systein; When ''stripped of its abuses? " 
Hien'shonld tre think of it, ~ tire should defend it and pray 
fbrits' eoBtinnanore; Headed, perhaps yon may have hean^ 
some ohe attempf to jnstify ■ the system of slavery from the 
Bible,'bat did lyott eVer hear any Christian or Christian minis'' 
teir pray for its edntinttanee and prosperity ? ' And trh/ not ?' 
If ' it is' right, if it is jost, if ' it is eonsistent, wby not pray fof 
k to pVospa and eoatimie as long as the world endores ? 

13. That whwhU'just and equal. 

We have befbrie seen that «pon the sapposition that thff 
tna^rs to 'wbom'the Apostles gave tbrs and similar directions,- 
held their servants as their property to all intents and pur^ 
poses'wbatsoevor,*' then' h mast follow thaitbis and similar 
eommandsr most have been nndersfood as a vhtnal oondemna" 
tioa of that " relation " which this r%ht created betweeo 
them ; bnt no relation is condemaed in these passages whiclv 
does not allovr the things wliich are here and elsewhere for* 
bidden ; hence, if the right of properly in man were to cease 
this inoment throughout this nation, there would be the eax&e 
ttdcidBdty lbr the <son><ykands and- directions' whicli are laid down 



I2l 



in ihe New Testament for tbe instrtHition of sdnrafits and theft' 
insistera ; and if' all mastcre : do nottr obey this command of 
God towards their servants, they t(ri]l 'pay thefm'for their labor^ 
and instract them and prepare them as far aait is in th'eiif 
power to do it, 'for itsefalneis in the' Ttrorld. " They Will cease 
tO'^ibld' them ua property^ and compel no OAe'to work for him 
ttgainst his will. "Bat the laws will notsti&r me to do thia^ 
I most obey the latvs." Whst ! must yoti obey those law* 
Which contravene the laWs of God ! ' Did the jpraiAiet Daniel 
do so, when the government where he lived passed a law^ 
tnder a aevcfre penalty/that 'he shonM not pray /to the God 
of Heaven ? 

JVow wheii Daniel knew that the'toniing Wasisignedt 
he voent into His hoUse } and^his tbHtdotba betrtg open in 
his ehambet toibafd Jefuaalemt he kneeled upon his knees 
three times a day) and prdy^di and' gave thanks before hii 
God i as he did aforetime. ' Daft* '*i, 10.^ - It Jis reaUytott 
plain t(j need ' illustration, that if it Wonid now be wrong foi* 
any of the enslavers to disobey the laws of the> States wherd 
they live, which forbid them from instmcting the' slaves to 
read the word of God, and from paying them for theur labor; 
then it was wrong for Daniel to pray to the God of Heaven ad 
he did, and it was also wrong for hia Companions to refuse ta 
Worship the golden image whibb the 'king had' set up ; and it 
was Wrong also for the ApoSdes to " preach' Gfarist tlnd'ther 
resurrection^'^ after they bad been'forbidden by the rulers, and 
Cicoarged for so doing. ' See Acts iv^ 19, and v^ 29. 

The following remarks on this passage are well worthy of 
the reader's attention : 

Masters^ give unto your servatlts .that which is just and 
equal — Col. iv, 1. To dikaion kaiten isoteta — pareches- 
the; Impart justice and equity to your servants.- The? 
first word in the original rendered ^usftce, is a legal term, and 



tafibst risfer to some Javr, mlet or° nsdge. When ^6 my & ° 
thing-is jast, we itnmediatQly compare it in our.minds to Bome. 
standard. Pfov^t wh^t ia,tho Btandard in thia case ? 

li It cannot refer (o ,any' slave code, specifically, revealed 
from Heaven for the gQvemQient: of slaves as a distinct class 
from free men ^ becaas^ tio.such specifio code can be found in ' 
the Bible. . The precepta of, the New Testamept are given to 
the whole race) without < granting :exr!usive privileges tO' any . 
one class in particalar, and are all founded on the. principles o^ 
substantial equity to every individual. ' 

2. If the word in question referred to any law or usage 
of slaves among heathens, it must refer to that which 
Was in . practice at the time and in the country in which 
the Apostle wrote. By both law and usage of tlie Greeks 
and RomanS) " masters were, permitted to torture their slaves^ 
to starve them, to.beat them to deaths. and even to throw. them 
into their fish pondsi to. gi^e an epicuriaa flavor to the mi.Uetd 
which they were fattening for their feasts." It v\^as according . 
to the usage of slavery, iu. the days of the Apostles} to, treat 
them as beasts^ to sell them, to transfer or pawn them as goods 
OF chattels. — they were deemed incapable of injury, and 
could seek no i redress of wronf ^ under any circumstances; 
Now if the Apoatle meant that masters should only " give to 
their servants that which was f just/ according to the usage 
among heathen slaves^" then he must refer, to the usage of that 
system, which we have.described iwith all its horrors.: .This 
would prove more than many of the advocates of slavery, at 
the present day, require. It would prove — 1, That the gos- 
pel sanctions the whole of the above system,- with .ill its atro-^ 
cities and murders. 2) That it allowed the oontir uatiou of it j 
and, 3, That it actually made the above usages or laws the 
ptandard and pattern after which succeeding Christians were 
to copy. . Nowi would it not be an insult to the God of justice 
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find parity, to suppose that be held up this system of Greek 
and Roman slavery as the standard by which the Christian 
was to administer justice to his brother in the Lord ? 

In the absence, then, of all evidence to the contrary, we 
believe that this direction — give to your servants that which 
is just— has a reference in this case, as in all others, to the 
common law of Heaven, which commands all inen, without 
distinction, " to keep jddgment and do justice, for God is no 
respecter of persons." On what authority dare we say that 
this standl!>:g law of God does not apply to slaves ? There 
is no sucn an intima,tion in all the Bible. It would be mak- 
ing the word of God of no effect, by our cnstom or tradition, 
to affirm that it did apply to slaves. And no sophistry can 
persuade us tb&t we fulfill this law to them, while we keep 
back the reward of their wages. Indeed, the idea of giving 
to a slave a just and equa!! compensation for his labor, never 
once enters into the minds of those who hold them in bond- 
age. 

The Lord saith — "The hire of your laborers who have 
reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, 
crieth," and have entered into the ears of the Lord of Sab- 
aoth. 

So, then, we find, in analyzing the first item of the master's 
duty, that the exorcise of the most simple and obvious prin- 
ciples of justice would necessarily subvert the whole system. 

Second item in the master's duty : — Give unto your ser- 
vants that which is equal. The word esoteta signifies equal- 
ity— pnxity, and, according to Donegah,an equality of polit- 
ical rights and privileges. ' This is a relative term, and must 
relate to some person, class, or grade in society. The master 
must give equal to something. What is this to which he 
mnst'give equal? ' 

1. It cannot mean' that Christian masters were only to give 
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thoir servants that whiph woald come, up to, or was equal to 
that which the heathens gave theirs, This we have already 
disproved, and the supposition itself would be preposterous to 
every Christian. 

2. It cannot mean what was equal to the condition of some 
inferior grade or caste, distinct from other.men who were not 
under the general law of God, because none such is described 
in hia word. . The Brahmins, more consistent than some 
Christians, assort, that some whole races, or castes, are made 
by the Almighty to serve, and others to govern; but the Bi- 
ble asserts, qji the contrary, all to be rpembers of one great 
family, and to stand in the relation of substantial equality to 
each other. , : ; 

3. We believe that equal refers, not to what heathens gave, 
their slaves, or what was given to a supposed inferior grade, 
but that it refers, simply to masters themselves; — that is, 
that the convecf.ed master, knowing with God there was no 
respecter of persons, and that the slave was, or might be, a 
brother beloved, and.equal partaker of the common benefit 
of the gospel, he was, therefore, to concede to him.an equal 
right with himself, to use those talents and advantages with 
which Heaven had endowed him. Now, by referring the 
term equal. to the masters, in this sense, we do not array the 
commandmentR of God against, each other, which wj are 
obliged to do upon any other supposition; And this view of 
the subjectls at once .consistent with the whole scope of re- 
velation, which regards men as standing to each other in the 
relation of equality. Observe, not an equality of condition, 
but simply an equality of r^Af. In respect to condition, 
there is almost an infinite diversity ; no two are alike ; the one 
is rich, the other poor ; the one has the full exercise of his 
limbs, while the other was born maimed and decrlpit. But, 
as Professor Way land observes, " viewed in another light, oil 
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men are placed under circuuistanceB of 'perfect equality. 
Each separate individual is created with precisely the same 
right to use the advantages with which God has endowed 
,himl This proposition seems to me, in its nature, bo self-ev- 
ident aa almost to preclude the possibility of argument. 
The only reason that rcanconceive,'on which any one could 
found a plea for inequality of right, must be an inequality of 
condition. But this can manifestly create no diversity of 
right. 1 may have been endowed with better sight than my 
neighbor ; but this evidently gives me no right to put out his 
eyes, or interfere with his right to derive from them what- 
ever happiness his creator has placed within his power." If 
superiority of condition give ouperiority of right, then in ev- 
ery case the strong have a right to the labor of the weak, 
and of course to coerce them to perform it. But this is so 
glaringly absurd, that it reverses, at once, all our ideas of 
moral rectitude ; and this principle, if carried out in practice, 
would make our whole world the arena of strife and battle. 
But this principle, so preposterous in itself, is the true and 
only spirit of slavery. Let the master, *' believing," infidel, 
or otherwise, only obey one of the plainest precepts of Reve- 
lation or morality, to give that which is just and equal, and 
slavery with the observance, dies to exist no more. 

The third item is the master's duty— or the disposition 
with which he is to do it. And ye masters do the same things 
unto them. Eph. vi, 9 — dikaion koi ten. These words re- 
fer more to the character of the action than to the particular 
things which were to be done. That is, the actions of the 
masters and servants were to partake equally of the same 
moral qualities. 

1. The servant was to act in "singleness of heart." So 
also the master, having no sinister motives in his conduct, 
and treatment of the servant — having no regard to -his own 
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profit or pleasure, above that of the servant, much less to 
seek the one at the destruction of the other ; for he is to love 
him as himself. He was to take no advantage of what the 
law of the land might put in his power, for he was to re- 
member that they had both one master in Heaven, who was 
constantly reminding him, that with Him there was no re- 
spect of pe/sons. 

2. The servant was to do the will of God from the heart, 
hontatly and fully, not merely according to the letter, but to 
the spirit and intent of the command. So also the master. 
Now, the will of God is, that every man should be happy — 
that he should have the best means of pursuing it, and that 
he should have an opportunity of improving and elevating 
his moral condition. Can any one be said to do the will of 
God in the above manner, from the heart, while he keeps his 
fellow creature a prisoner for life, for every slave is a prisoner 
to a very considerable degree : while he gives him no wages 
for his labor, and while he dare not let him read the word of 
God, 1 ^st he should be so enlightened that he could not any 
longer easily hold him in bondage ? 

3. The servant was to do whatsoever he did as urtto the 
Lord. That is, to glorify God in his body and spirit which 
were the Lord's. So also the master. The glory, honor, 
and cause of God were to be always before him, in all that 
he did. But was it ever intended by any one to glorify God 
by holding in slavery those for whom Christ died P Do such 
honor God ? Do such make Christianity appear lovely in 
the eyes of the unconverted, the infidel, and heathen? 
About thirty years ago, a slave, a Mahamedan in religion, 
was sold in the city of Charleston, and bought by a Metho- 
dist Class Leader. His master persuaded him to turn Chris- 
tian. He asked if Christians held Christians as slaves. 
When answered iu the affirmative, he replied that Mahame- 
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dans would not do so; and this man, in the iqidst of a Chriii- 
tian country, spent a long life in the religion uf the prophet, 
and died a Malioinedan ! Did the man who held hjnx honor 
Christianity in the leyes of the heathen ? Or do these 
Christian ministers who contend for the " rightful existence 
of slavery hqnor Christianity in the estimation of the ten 
thousand in6dels of our land ? 

The fourth and last item in the master's duty — Forbear 
threatening. Anientes ten apeilen — unloose, or dismiss 
threattning or coercion ; — the words may be so understood ; 
for threatening is the sotting fortli pains and penalties to in- 
timidate, as means to coerce one to do something. 

There are tico elements in government ; one which oper- 
ates on its subject by fear, and hus not improperly been da- 
nominated brnte government ; the other operates not only by 
fear, but appeals, especially to the consciousness of right and 
wrong, in its subject, and is called rational government. In 
every species of slave government there is a constant appeal 
to fear, which fear can only be excited and sustained by 
threateni;)g, or the getting forth of pains and penalties in 
case of disobedience. We do not say that the master is al- 
ways, or even often threatoniiig, but we do say that this is 
always implied, and that the system would not maintain it- 
self without threatening, coercion, and the infliction of cor- 
poreal punishment, the very things which are forbidden by 
the Apostle. 

This is so very evident, tliat all candid slave-holders avow 
it. Bryan Edwards, wlio wrote tine history of the West-In- 
dies, and who was an advocate for the " rightful existence of 
slavery," says — " In countries whore slaveiy is established, 
the leading principle on which government is established is 
fear ; or a sense of that absolute coercive necessity, which, 
having no choice of action, supersedes all question ni right." 

12 
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It is in vain to dony that nuch actually is, and npcossarily 
must be, the case in all countries whuro slavery is allowed. 

God has implanted in our nature tho appropriate incen- 
tive to work, which is the fruit of our labor ; now, whenever 
this is taken away, (and slavery always takes it away) there 
must be some other incentive applied, which is threatening, 
or coercion, the very thinjj forbidden , by the Apostle. It is 
truo that in the case of the converted slave, from whom the 
master has taknn away the natural incentive to labor, the 
Apostle presents anntlivr one, which is, that they are to look 
for a remuneration of their toil directly from Christ — That 
they shall receive of the Lord — that they aft the servants </ 
Christ, and arn to expect their wages from the Lord, and not 
from man. This is found to be a powerful motive, and greatly 
mitigates the condition uf the slave, and hence it is that 
most masters acknowledge that religious nlaves do more 
work than others. The reason is obvious : tlipy have an in- 
centive presented to them, better than fear ; but this by no 
means justifies the master in keeping back tlio hire of those 
who have reaped his fields. 

It is madness, I might say real fanaticism, to imagine that 
we can change the laws of mind, or invert the order of God. 
God has given to every man, of whatever nation, color, or 
condition, an instinctive desire to direct himself, enjoy his 
liberty, and the fruit of his labor ; and no system of man can 
change this ^-onslitution of our being. 

We might as well suppose tiiut all the trees of the forest, 
at our bidding, would grow horizontally with the ground, 
without the application of force to keep them down, as to 
suppose that man, constituted as God has made him, will la- 
bor without compulsion, when the fruit of his labor is with- 
held from him. It is utter folly to deceive ourselves; thp 
element in slave-government is/ear, excited and kept up by 
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" threatening," coercion, and infliction of pain — the very 
thing which is forbidden in our text. The writer of these 
remarks has been on five hundred plantations, and travelled 
more than nineteen thousand miles in elave-holding coun^ 
tries, and thinks he never was on but one, on which coercion 
was not in some form exercised, and this was that of tiie 
Hon. S» L. of O — - — r, Louisiana. This gentleman, having 
recently renounced infidelity and embraced Christianity, be- 
came troubled on the subject of alavary, and having no min- 
ister of the gospel near him, who would plead for the " rightf 
ful existence of slay.ery," or attexnpt to bolster it up with 
" Scriptural arguments," he dismissod hia overseer, and ap- 
pointed John, one of his colored men, the manager ; and let 
his people work the place on shares. All was . harmony. 
There was no coercion ; because things were reverUng to 
the order which God established. During two years, the 
writer never hoard the sound of a whip, or a cross word to 
one over twelve or fifteen years of age. 

Now . we think, in analyzing these items of the master's 
duty, that we have established the -pQsition, that the duties 
which the Apostle requires from inaaters and slaves axe euch 
that if they are both carried into effect, they must necessa- 
rily subvert the whole syatem of slavery. — [Rev. Daniel. 
DeVinme.] 

15. Except these bonds. 

It is not improbable that, when the Apostle uttered these 
words, he raissd his hand or hands, so as to exhibit the chaic 
with which he was bound ', for the word here rendered bonds, 
signifies a chain or fetters with which a prisoner was confined. 
It seems that bondage was a blessing which the venerable 
Apostle did not wish should descend upon others, not even 
his enemies! How many thousands of poor slaves in this 
land, many of whom are members uf the Christian church, 
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are compelled to wear the iron manoclen ; and when they pray, 
to stretch out their chained hands unto God. 

" The slaves which pass down to the southern market on the 
Mississippi river, and through the interior, suffer great hard- 
afiips. Those who are driv6ii down by land, travel from two 
hundred to a thousand miled on foot. They sbmetiniea carry 
heavy chains the whole distance. These chains arb very 
niaaislve. They extend from the hands io the feet, being 
fii^tened to th6 wrists and ancles by an' iron ring round each. 
When' chaiiied, every slave carriies^ two chains, that is, one 
fl'oit) eiush hand to each foot." — [H. B. Stanton.] 

17. Obey in all things your masters. 

It has been belbre reniiarked, that, if this and similar pre- 
ctpts may be quoted to justify the power which the master 
usurps over his slaves, then the cuuimands of Christ for the 
persecuted to pray for f^eir persecutors may be referred to, td 
justify persecution ; and by this same rule of interpiretation, 
we might show that our forefathers sinned against God, in 
r^bielliqg against the British govferhnient ; atid not only ib, 
but- thut the people of tHis country have be^n sinning ivet 
since, in maintaiiiitig that iiidepen'dehce which they aiSserted ! 
To such monstrous absurdities those pirihcipled lead, \^hich 
the enslavers adopt in explaining the Scriptures so as to favor 
their system of oppression. 

18. Defraud his brother in any matter. 

Ot^ person may defraud tihother by corrupting his wife, or 
childten ; or by taking from him tho fruit of his labor, or by 
^withholding from liim hia personal liberty. To what lengths 
the poor slaves of this land have been defrauded, in all these 
respects, we must wait for the l<ght of eternity to show. 

19. Men-stealers. 

Bat who are men-stealcrs ? " Those teho carry on the truf- 
Jie in human flesh and blood; those who steal a person in or- 
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doy to Aell him into bondage or those who buy such sioleil 
ttien or women, no matter of what color or what country ; or 
those who sow dissetlsions Hmong barbarous tribes, in oid«r 
that they Who are taken in war may be sold intoslaVerj*. Of. 
the nations Who legaUve, or connive dt suet) traffic ; all thesci 
are mbn-steale^s, and God classes them with the most £lagi* 
tiousof mortals." — [Dr. Ji. Cl(irke!\ 

" Stealers of men are alt those who bring o(( slaves of free" 
tiactl, or keep,. sell, dr bUy them. To steal a freeman is th0 
highest kind of theft. The word used here, in its original 
import, coinpreiivndd all who are concerned in bringing any 
of the human rtkce into slavery, or in detaining them in iti '' 
[Pfesbyieriun Conf.qf Faith.] 

" Man-stealers ! The worst of all thioVes ; in comp&riaoa . 
of whom highway robbers^ and house-breakers are inno- 
cent; and men-buyers are' exactly oti a level With men-steai- 
era. That execrable sum of all villanies, commoilly callead 
the slave-tr-ide, I read of nothing like it in the heathen worldj 
whether ancient or modern, and it infinitely exceeds, in ev* 
try instance of barbarity, whatever Christian slaves suffer in 
Mohamedan cnutitriest Liberty ie the right of every hu' 
man creature an soon as he breathes tlie vital air, and no hu-> 
man law can deprive him of tliat right which he derives from 
the law of nature." — [fter. i7. IVesky.} 

" Men'stealers arc insei ted among those daring criminals 
(see I Tim. i, 9, 10) against whom the law of God directed 
its awful curses*. These kidnapped men to sell them for 
slaves ; ahd this practice seems inseparable fi-om the othetf 
ihiqtiities und oppie^eiotis of slavery; nor Can a slave-deaiei^ 
keep iVfto from this criminality if > the receiver be as bad as 
the thief.'' — [Sc«tt.] 

" A Christian buying and selling slaves! A ma^ whopro- 
fr-eses thnt the leading law of his life ia to do as he would be 
lU* 



dotlo l)y, spondlnnr his ttmo and hmtissing a fortuho by buyiilgf 
fthd st'llili/f his fbllow.'mon."— [Himpsoii ] 

" '['lu'y who make war for the inhuman purpose of selling 
the vanquished as slaves, are really men-stealers. And they 
who encourage that unchristian traffic by purchasing the 
Blavea which they knoW to be thus unjustly acquired are par' 
takers in tlieir crinie.^' — [Machnight ] 

And the intentionlo enslave men id put doWrt as the sttmej 
or a similar ctinie by the Discipline of the Methodist Episco'' 
pal church. *' The buying and selling, [this rule formerly 
read The buying or sellinir] of men, women, and childronj 
With an intention to enslavd them.'' — [Dis. Ch. 2, Sec. 1.] 

It certainly cannot make material diftercnce as to the man^ 
' ner of one's coming into the pnssessioh of mcH, Women, and 
children, whcthet he buys them or receives them from 
another as a gift, or whether he takes pnpsep.sioH of them by 
Virtue of their birth, if it is hiss intcntiori to enslave thbm ; thd 
Discipline of the M. E. church pron lUUCes him an impeni« 
tent sinner. 

20. Worthy qf all honor. 

Christianity does' not altt?rthe rftatiotl vVhich the laws of a 
land causes one man to sustain to another. If the laws ariJ 
Vvrong, the only way by which even the Gospel can change 
them is, by rendering those Wiser and better Who make them, 
and by giving those grace and patience whom thi se laws in- 
jure and oppress. There is a difference betweeti what thd 
laws of a land require one to do, and that which they compel 
him to .suffer; the former may be siriful, the latter not. It 
, may be the duty of the slaves at the south to submit to thd 
evils which the laws so unjustly inflict upon thern, and in 
doing this, God has promised to reward them, if they do it 
with a view to his glory ; while those who make mid sujjport 
these wicked laws by enslaving and oppressing their specie^} 
win against God. 
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SI. And thv.y that hiiie hdihtiiig ..idsttti, 

" Here, it \a shid, we f oi'laiiily haVe maBtofe of slaves re* 
cogiiiised as Chrialian brietliren j fdr the Word iised iu dcspotes. 
But let U8 look at til 0 ptt«sa<fe (jritietlllyy and eee what it 
ttmDiitita to. Tile apostle addredaes fij'et thiisfe serVantB (do«i 
loii,) who are yet under the yokt). Here We see a l-eferencd 
at onde to tv)o clashes of servants, those wlio are ilnder thd 
yoke and those who aire not. The servants Under the yokd 
ai-ei ddubtlpss r.lavta. H»nce We s^e that all ectvants were 
not slaves. Hti tlicn contracts the condition lind duties of 
those servants who Are under the yoke with thoSe who havd 
believing masters, from which we infer that those Who wferd 
yet undet the yoke Werfe undfrstoiid of course as being in the 
hands of unbelievihfr mftsttrS. If the servants of believing 
masters must be yet under the yoke, the distinction the 
Apoailo makes is annihilated. The distinction ia plainly 
gi'ourtded on this principle) that those dorvantfe who had be* 
lieving masters were no lortger held under the yoke as slavesi 
"Those who were under the yoke, then, were those who had 
heathen mastetSi These the Apostlo e^hofts to bear theiir 
burden for f Ac honor of religion, aiid, to conduct in such 4 
mnnner that their unbelieving masters shall not find even an 
ocBJision to blaspheme their religion. 

" But to the servants who had believing masters,, his exhor- 
tation is different, and enforced by different motives. It 
Would seem to be the understanding then, that When ft slave- 
holder became a believer, his slaves were of course then free» 
tb go or stay as they chose. But the Apostle ekhorts themt 
on the ground of Christian love, not to deSpi.se their old mas- 
ters, and hasten aWay fVom their service, but to remain and 
serve them voluntarily, because they have now become faith- 
ful brethren, and would of course allow thorn a reasonable 
nhare of the profits or benefits of their labor. The Apostle 
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knew Wliut was in man ; he knew that a servant who had Mi 
the oppiesHions of slavery would be under a strong teniptatiod 
to despise thb authority of a penitent master, and hasten uway 
from his service as soon as possible. He therefore exhortii 
them to a more Christian spirit — to stay cheerfully, and labor 
in his service from love, because the master is now a brother. 
YoQ see this carries out the contrast between the servants un- 
der the yoke and servants who had believing masters. It 
shows that it was expected as a matter of course, that when a 
slave-holder became a believer ho would let his slaves go 
free, so far as he had any authority or ownership over them) 
and therefore the former slaves are exhorted still to do them 
service, and to promote their interests. Hia exhortation to this 
class is to * do them service,' which shoWs that they were free 
to serve them or not. In 'the other Case, his exhortation referd 
to the monner and temper in which they .should serVCj show-" 
ing that as to the service itself, those who Were tinder the yoke 
had no option. 

" Rut, it will be said, the Apostle calls them believing des* 
potes, and therefore we must infer that a man might be a be- 
liever and stili remain a dcspotes or slaveholder. But it deed 
not follow. The term despotes<, therefore, is proper to de* 
scribe the person and the former relation. If We should say 
such a man was a reformed drunkard, we should not intend to 
be understood that he is a drunkard still, but only describe hia 
former condition. If the speaker should say that as an aboli- 
tionist, ho is a converted slave-holder, it would be a case ex-* 
actly parallel. 

" It is said that the word rendered servant means slave; but 
it is not so ; the word is doulos, and it means servant. It is 
true, all slaves are servants, but all servants are not slaves. 
The Apostle in the sixth chapter of Timothy, when he wishes 
to address Christian servants vho were slaves, adds the de« 
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scription ' mdot the yoke ' Ahd in 1 Peter, ii, 18, where hd 
is addreasing the aerva'ntd of d^^potes, he uses a differeht 
word, not douloi, hai oilceidi — arid it ought to rtod, ♦ Slaves, 
obey your masters with nil respect, libtonly the kind and gbod, 
but th6 <iniel.' 

" The Apostle Paul oftert calls himself the flerVtint {doii- 
loi) of hla brethren. Was fie' their slave, th^it property? 
Christians call themselves the set'Vant^ of Jesiis Chri'^l What 
is the allusion here ? Is it to degrading heathen slavery ? 
Not at all. In Romans xiv, id, the Ajiostlfe PdUl says, « For 
to this end Christ bbth died a&d rtfee, atid Revived, ihkf he 
might be Lord both df the dead dh'd thfe liVitj^ ' that is, that' 
he might stated iil th^ relation aiid exercise the officS oit a mas- 
ter, {kyrios.) What does it lia^an ? Thdt Jestis riiight haVe 
a right of property in thiehi ? He hdd that befoto^ iil' j^erfec^ 
tion. It is' ah allusidn to the J^vi^ish laiir of redeAnptiotl. 
WHett 6ne of the ybuh^r iftertiber's oif a family had become 
enib^r<-assed and irl debt, afid obligetd to' sell «i rathei" hire 
himfeeif olil as deirvanf , the eldtii- Brotherj df h^ad df tliel 
family, teid tb^ l^^d right atdiiy titine to btiy hiiii otit of ttds 
s^rVittid^ to a streidger, or reddfenl hittij dfad thelD he bebaiii'ti 
his lord {kyrios) saA wai< botind to einjpltiy hini and furnish 
hlni' with all that he needed',' tHl the dsiy of relbasb. Je^iis 
Christ, then, by his death and resurreiitionv ^cqtiired a right' 
which he had not before, to be an eldtir brother, and to exer- 
cise this lordship, in preparing theiii ftir thfeit enlarged atid glo- 
rified itaite in' Heaven; la thete ahytHirig in this thatlook^ 
like slavery? When the Apo^tl^a attfl Jiriiifiitive ChHstiahS 
called themselves the servants of JeMct^ Christ, aiid called hiin 
their Loird, there was something in ittbat thrilled their hearts. 
It Was not the fol-bidding allusiou to the idea 6f a slave-helder 
buying poor wretches in the riiai-ket a* prdjierty, but the idea 
of an elder brother sacrificiing himself to become the redeeUier 
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of his brethren. O, how I long to see this precions Bible 
rescued from the slanders 'which are heaped upon it Men, 
with their . minds filled , with the ideas of American slavery, 
perfect heathenism - in. all , its principles, undertalie to interpret 
the Bible on such principles, and they derive doctrines from it, : 
fntm which human nature starts back with horror. Those no- 
tions are aU wrong, reproacliful to the Scriptures, and exceed- 
ingly prejudicial to Christianity itself." — [iie». James H. 
Lickey.^ 
.22. Above a 8eroanti ahrQther. 

And if all the slaves in this land were to run away from 
their masters, there is not a true abolitionist in the world, but. 
who, would consent for them to return again, on the conditions 
that they should be received and treated by their former mas- 
ter, as.Fhilemon is here commanded to receive Onesimns. ■ It : 
seems thatOnesimus had been a servant to Philemon, and that, : 
for some :cause which is not' mentioned, he left his master' 
while in his debt: . " If he ' bath wronged thee or oweth .the^ 
augbtiipu^ that to mine account"., But having be^n converted 
to God under the labors of St Paul, he directed him to Tetum, ' 
and be 'srrote this Epistle in order to facilitate the adjustment of 
their difficulty. : But Onesimus was not now to be received as:! 
a slave, but above a slave, aii a brother beloved, even as the 
« aged Apostle " himself. 

. 28.. Jtemember them that are in bonds. 

. Those that are imprisoned for the testimony of Jesus, and 
all such as are kidnapped , from their birth, and held during 
their whole lives in an ;unjust :and violent.bpndage. . Remem- • 
ber the rights, the privileges and the blessings of which they 
are deprived ; remember it is the natural and direct tendency 
of the system which oppresses them, to keep from their un- 
dying souls the lights of science and religion, to crush their 
immortal minds, and shut, them :out of Heaven. Remember . 
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them, — feel for them as yoa wonld wish others to feel for yon, 
were you in their condition; pray for them,— pray for those 
who oppress them, — and pray for all those who do not re- 
member them, but who censure and oppose those who endea- 
vor to obey this command of the infinite God. Remember 
them that are in bonds ! 



CHAPTER XII. 

ST. JAMES, ST. PETER, AND ST. JOHN. 

Slave-holding is further shown to be a sin, hy others 
of the Apostles — and we have the testimony of 
God, that the system shall finally and utterly come 
to an end. 

1. Do not rich men oppress you ? If ye fulfill the 
royal law, according to the Scripture — Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself — ye do well ; but if ye 
have respect to persons, ye commit sin ; and are con- 
vinced of the law as transgressors. James ii, 6. 

2. For whosoever shall keep the whole law, arid 
yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. James 
ii, 10. 

3. For he shall have judgment without mercy. 
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*t]h.at ,ih{ith showftd Ji.o WAercy. aad mercy rpjoiceth 
againstjudgment. Ja.in?sii,13. 

4i But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, arid e,asy to be entreated, full 
of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and 
without hypocrisy. James iii, 17. 

5. Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for 
your miseries that shall co:jje upon you. Your 
riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth 
eaten. Your gold and silver is cankered ; and the 
rust of them shall be a wiiness against you, and 
shall eat your flesh us it wen' fire. Jaiues v, 1. 

6. Behold, the hire of the lab.;rers who have 
reaped dowri your fields, which is of you kopt back 
by , fraud, crielh ; and the cjios of them 'which have 
reaped,. are entered into the ears of the Lord of Sub- 
aoth. , James V, 4,. 

7. Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and 
been wanton ; ye have nourished your hearts as in a 
day of slaughter,: Ye have condemned and killed 
the just; ;and he doth not resist you, Jiimes v, 5. 

8. And many shall follow their pernicious ways: 
by reason of whom the w:ay of truth shall be evil 
spoHen of. And through covetQusness shall they 
with feigned words make merchandise of you; 
whose judgment now of .a long time lingereth not, 
and their damnation slumbereth not. 2 Peter ii, 2. 

9. Servants, be subject tp your mastisrs with all 
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fear; not only to the good and the gentle, but also 
to the froward. For this is thankworthy, if a man 
for conscience toward God, endifte grief, suffering 
•wrongfully. 1 Peter ii, 18. 

10. Finally, be ye all of one mind, having com- 
passion one of another ; lovp as brethren, be pitiful, 
be courteous. 1 Peter iii, 8. 

11. We know that we have, passed from deiath 
unto life, because we love the brethien. He that 
loveth not his brother abideth in death". 1 John iii, 
14. . 

12. Hereby perceive we the, Igve of God, because 
he laid down his life for us ; and .we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brethren. 1 John iii, 16. 

13. But whoso hath, the world's good, and seeth 
his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowt ls of 
compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God 
in him ? 1 John iii, 17. 

14. If a man say, I love God, *and hateth his 
brother, he is *a liar; for he that loveth not his 
brothei: whom he hath seen, how can he love God . 
whom he hath not seen ? 1 John iv, 20. 

1,5. If , there come any unto you, and bring not 
this doctrine, receive him not into your house, 
neither bid him God speed; *for he that biddeth 
him God speed, is partaker of his evil deeds. 2 . 
John, 10. 

16. And the merchants of the earth shall weep 
13 



140 TESTIMONY OF GOD 

• 

and niourn — for no man buyeth their merchandise 
anj more ; — the merchandise of — beasts, and sheep, 
and horses, and'fiiaves, and souls of men. Rev. 
xviii, 11 — 13. > 

NOTES ON CHAPTER XII. 

1. Do not rich men oppress you. 

And bow exceedingly oppressed millions of onr fellow citi- 
zens in this nation mast necessarily be, in those States where 
their oath is not allowed in a court of justice, against a white 
man ! Whether in a case of theft, rape, murder, or any other 
crime, the sol&oin testimany of a thousand persons with & col- 
ored ekia, when against a white person, goes for nothing ! 

2. He is guilty of all. 

He is as really guilty in the sight of God, who breaks one 
of his commands, as though he broke every one of them ; 
though he may not incur so much guilt. So we must conclude 
of persons who profess the Christian religion, and who at the 
same time indulge in habits which are contrary to the precepts 
and spirit of the gospel, such as making, vending, and using 
- intoxicating liquors, visiting theatres, gambling in lotteries, and 
holding the human species in bondage : but which of these 
' fins are most heinous in the sight of God, is another question ; 
but it is sufficiently evident that each of them are transgres- 
sions of the Divine law, and he who commits either one of 
them is as really guilty of resisting the authority of God, as if 
he committed them all. ' 

S. For he shall have judgment. 

The following fact (which is but one of a thousand of the 
kind which might be gives) may serve to illustrate the first 
clanae of this passage : 
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'* A master hkd repeatedly promised to mandmit one of bis 
slaves, who was an excellent black-kmith, but he had as often 
violated his promise. The slave, elated with the hope of 
freedom, had worked earlier, later, and harder, till at length, 
however, his heart grew sick, and disappointment, sharper 
than a serpent's tooth, relaxed the sinews of his arm, and 
poisoned his coarse and scanty fare. The master, to revive 
his spirits and restore his vigor, finally promised with nnwonted 
solemnity, that if be woTild earn, by extra labor, a certain snm 
of money, amounting to several hcndred dollars, he should be 
ffee. The slave fell to work once' more with redoubled en- 
ergy. He toiled long and bard, and at last the blessed day 
dawned, on which, iaccording to the stipulation of hb master, 
he was to be enfranchised. But that treacherous and brutal 
individual, before the day arrived, bad sold him to a slave- 
trader to be carried away to New-Orleans, and on that day be 
V7as destined to receive, not his promised pardon, but a new 
suit of chains. 

" The heart-striken man told his tale to the trader ; how he 
had been promised his freedom — how he had toiled — what 
cherished and often deferred hopes would he blasted forever. 
He entreated him in the most touching language, to renounce 
the sacrilegious bargain^ — but in vain. Finally, seeing that 
his prayers and tears were disregarded, he became desperate, 
and told the dealer that if he did take him, one or the other of 
them must die, and that he then gave him fair warning. The 
trader was highly diverted, and said * he liked such a spirited 
fellow.' He went on board a vessel, and, during a serene 
evening in that delicious climate, the trader reposed himself 
upon the deck. In the dead of the night, the slave contrived 
to rid himself of his hand-cufis, and groped until he grasped 
a heavy hand-spike, and, thus armed, stood over the sleeping ' 
man. He waked him and told his purpose. *Then God- 
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have mercy on me,* said the trader. * God will not have, 
mercy on you, neither will I,* mid the slave, and dashed out 
hi? brains." — [D. L. Ckildt Usq.l 

5. Shall eat your flesh as it were fire. 

What fearful language is here ! Alas ! for those who are 
so aptly described' in the following verse, and to which these 
fearful denunciations, by the inspired writer, are applied. 
■ 6. Kept back by fraud. 

. Let the reader say whose fields ore tilled and reapsd by 
those to whom no wages are paid, in this land. See Chap, ii, 
26, and. vii, 5. If alave-holding is pot set down as c sin 
against God in this passage, and the others here referred to, 
then no sin is described in any part of the Bible. 

8. By reason of whom, fye. 

When peraons err who profess the Christian religion, it 
gives the greatest occasion I'pr the wicked and unbelieying to 
speak evil of Christianity. Hence it is that, the >example of 
Christians who make, vend, and use ardent spirit,:as art article 
of living. or luxury, is so much deplored by all the true firiends 
of the temperancj^ cause ; an^ hence also it is, that the ex* 
ample pf Christians who enslave their species,- tends, in so 
great a degree, to perpetuate the slavery system. As long as 
wicked and unprincipled men ca^ refer to the example of 
slayp-holding mmistera and members of the Chriatian church, 
just so long slayery and the slaye-trade will be coptinoed. 

9. Be subject to your mastera* . , 

See the note on Chap, z, 9. '*E\ea a slave, if a Chris* 
tian, was bound to serve him ff^ithfully by whose money he 
was bought, however ill^l that trafiic may be considered. 
In heathen countries, slavery was in some sort excusable ; but 
among Christians it is an enormity and a crime, for which per* 
dition has scarcely an adequate state of ponisbment." — [J9r. 
jj. Clarke."] 



tiaiH the word renderdd seirvatit^ ii olxizai, wbicb signifiei 
hoiisehold servants ; biit even this word does not necessarily 
imply those who were tb6 entire property of another; it id 
ime xYiet olxetfjg had this signific&tioii sometimes among the 
Greeks, bnt not always ; and the reasons before assigned 
show that it is by no mefins «!ertain that this is the sense in 
tvhich this word is nsed herd. It obctirs but In three otbei* 
places in the New Testament, and in one of th^m the readei* 
Will perceive' at once that it could not hssH been nsed to sig-< 
nify one who Was' held as the entire property of anothen 
This is Luke xvi) 18. See al&o Acts x, 7; Rofn. tivj 4. ' 

** We are tbld.tbat slavfery is a vbry delicate subj^ct^ and a 
Jiolitical subject, add that the Apostles (very properly, it is alsd 
said) did not meddle with the relation at all) but left it to tho 
laws of human tociety to regulate, and that they received both 
masters and slaves into thb chnrch together; without any 
change in the relation, and that they got along with it as well 
as they <iould in this way^ Notr vt'herfe Is tbO proof of all 
this? 

'< For proof we &re commonly referred to those patisBgeS 
in which the Apostles presdribed the duties of masters and 
servants, where they told servants to be obedient to their mas' 
ters, and masters to remember that they also had a master in 
Heaven, and so on. But what does this prove ? It takes for 
granted — ^ what cannot be proved, and what is not true, and id 
contrary to known historical fact and the use of language— 
that all servants were slaves and all masters slave-holders. 
Whereas, the fact is, there were two distinct relalions of servi-' 
tude. And there were also two classes of masters, described 
by two different terms in Greek, though nil are called by the 
same word, masicrSy in our English translation. The Apos-> 
lies always used the words correctly and in a discriminating 
tnanner. The two words nsed in Greek are kyrios and 
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pate8> Vhe SiAi kyHoBi is a title of res|>i3ct, denoting either 
bQthority orWortlt.' Sarah osed tlie term in addressing het 
husband. Jj^ary addressed it to thd gardnef at the sepulchre i 
the jailor of Phillippi to the Apostles^ Ho. ■. The same term id 
proper to be psed of any master^ or person whe employs oth* 
ers in his service^ Whether they are hired laborers, or servants) 
or ' apprentices. These; masters, ftyn'oi) are addressed ad 
Christians) and exhorted tp be just and render to their serventd 
that which is Just and eqtlal. And all the servants of such are 
exhorted to be obedient heartily and with good Will. 

" But the Word for slave-holder is despdtea. And When the 
Apostle speaks to the servants of. &despdt€9i he summons up 
all the Chrisdan sympatliies, and exhorts them to be patient 
iinder theh: trials, and pbbts them forward to the blessed hope 
of the gospel beyond the gravei The passage is interesting 
end instructive. See 1 Pet ii, 18 7-^ 25. 

Servants, (diketai slayee, not ddutoi — servants — the 
translators otight to haX'e made the distinCtiota as plain in Ebg-* 
Hsh as it is in Greek) be subject to your {despotaii) masterd 
With all fear.;: not only to the good and gentle, but also to the 
froward. For this is thank^Worthy, if a man for Conscience 
toward God endure grief, : suffering wrongfully. For what 
glory is it, ifj when ye be boffetted for your faults ye shall take 
it patiently ? but if, when ye do well, and sttdbr for it, ye take 
it patiently, this is acceptable with God. For oven hereunto 
Were ye Called ; beCanse Christ also suffered for us, leaving ud 
an example, that ye should follow his steps : who did no siu) 
neither was guile found in bis mouth : Who, When he was re^* 
viled) reviled not again ; when he silfiered, he threatened not j 
but committed himself to him that judgetb righteously : who 
his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that 
We, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness : by 
Whose stripes ye were healed. For ye were aseheep going 



143 



^iXtAy ; but are how rettitiied unto the Shepherd and Bishojk 
ttf your souls. 

« But you see her« he does not lUm round and tell the des- 
potes hoVv to tr^at! bis ' slaves. God never regulates ab> nor> 
teaches jis ho\y lo'do V^rong, how to steal) or oppress^ titrto do 
ony other vvi6kekiness. The Bible h^ver speaks to a d[)»pd/e» 
baa brother in the 0hUr6h. It t^lls them to Undoikhld'heav^ 
burdens, and let the oppressed go ifri^e. And in base they d6 
uot heed the admonition, it tells them die hire of their labot* 
'era, who have reaped down their fields. Which is. kept bach by 
fraud, crieth, antli tlie Cri^s are entered into the eatii of 
Lord.of Sabaoth; 

'< It is not tru% that the Apostles addressed sldve-hnlders as 
Christian brethrenvas has been often asserted. On thecoU'^ 
traryv I oiaintatn that they must havd taken it for gratitedi that 
us soon as a slave master became a tChristlan he wotd^ let Mi 
slaves go frCe.as a matter, of cottrsew I defy the woHdto 
prove that ther<6 ever Was ^ slave-master admitted ntid toler>. 
ttted In the Christian ChurCh, until hfter the Bishop of Rome 
^nctiOneid it, when he divided Alfrica between Portugal and 
Spain. The vtgry fact that Christianity bnifofoily extinguished 
slavery Vvherever it came, is proof that the Apostles, and' eiarly 
laborers preached in sAth a manner that slavery icould not ex^ 
ist in the church. 

And if yoitt carefully sttidy the writings: of: the Apostlesy 
^ott will 'find that the Whote spirit end .tCuor of them cdrres» 
i)onds to this View. Hear Vrkat the Apostle Paul saya^ 1 Tim'k 
i, 9> 10. 

Knowing this, that the laW is not made for ia. righteous niata^ 
but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and for 
sinners, for unholy and piolane, for murderers of fathers, and 
murderers of mothers, for man-slayers, for whoremongers, foif 
them that defile themselves With- naankind, for ffren'-iafeo/erfft 
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ibr liars, for peijardd perdonsj add if ihere b6 ady other ihiHg 
that is contrary, to aoand doctrine. 

- Here it la observable that the Word rendered men-stealers 
is not d word deleting an act of robbery, bnt an act 6f sale o^ 
tra£B<! niCT-traders^ and {>roperly marks those who exerciseF 
or'claini property in men. These the law of God,- aft laid 
down by the -Apofitle PanI, bTaases along with ' mftrderers of 
fathersj and niarderer» of mothers,* with < whoremoDgers,' 
with * perjured perscns,* and all the most abominable Wick6d« 
nesa. Grotinsy a scholar of the' first ranky especially fof briti.' 
cal skill in Qrdekj fiays it denotes all who bup, sellt or' retairi 
any person as property. There is no dotibt that this sin ex-* 
kited among the heathen, as it does at this day< Biit will any 
person now say that the Apostles brought slave'-holdera into' 
the chnrch, and cherished them there as Christian brethren ? 
Slave-holders and' slavery-apologists may believe it ; I cannoty 
till I have proof, * strong as holy writy' and that has never yet 
appearied." — -i [25c». James H. Dieky.1 

lOi Love as brethren. 
. It is difficnit to conceive Whit the Christian enslavers, at the 
sonth,- do with, this and similar passages of Scriptare, as it is 
well known that a minister, in many places, cannot '' -for 
ih& law of love without being suspected of favorin' 
pation ; and it must be remembered, that if any O" . ^ome 
of the Sfates, do but make a sign or utter one ^ e which 
may be construed as having such a design, o' ndency td 
thb effect, he is liable to suffer death upon th< ^-.i-^'va! 

12. We ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 

It is a strange fact, that the wicked enslavers of the human 
species, such as make no pretensions to any religious principle 
ih the regulation of their conduct, will never refuse to risk 
their lives in their efforts to keep the slaves in bondage, and 
yet how few, how very few professing Christians and Christian 
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tninlsters are found, who will run even the hazard of losing a 
little property, in. order; to restore . to, their brethren the inalienr 
able rights of which they have, been so anjastly- deprived ! If 
we say a word to them about doing justjiBe to the poor, .op- 
pressed, degraded, and injured slave, we. are dNctly told of 
the consequences ! Oh, the dreadful consequences that would, 
follow the enactment of just and suitable laws, for the. protec- 
tion, defence, and regulation of the, poor slaves .- 

Let as notice a few cases of emancipation, and see what- 
the consequences were which followed^ la 1820, the. em-, 
peror Alexander eniancipated the whole population of -the id- 
laud of Oesel, amounting to no less than , thirty-five thousand. 
No evil consequence? foUowed. Slavery was abolished, sud- 
denly,, in 1829, by the Republic . of Mexico. Columbia^ 
another Republic of South America, did the same in 1821. 
Guatamala, in 1824. Peru and ■ Chilij in 1828, and Bolivia 
about the same time. Buenos Ayres abolished slavery in 1816, 
and Monte Video more recently ; , many other .nations who 
have done the same have b^en mentioned in another ch&pter. 
On the first of August^ 1834, this w.oric was done throughout 
tho British dominions ; and in Aiitigaa nnd Bermuda^ where 
the slaves were ; made .uneonditionaily free, np. diiScblties.-of 
any kind have followed. But ip some of the other .West^ 
India Islands, where they undertook to obtain - work from the 
slaves after they were made free, and this too without the nse 
of the whip, or the reward of money to; pay them for their 
labors, as was antipipatsd, ^ome nneasmess hiui followed. : 

But what evil consequences could possibly follow the eman- 
cipation of all the slaves in this land, if this should be done 
by the enactment of suitable and : impartially administered 
laws? Would the enactment of just and equitable laws for 
their defence and supervision, could such laws any way pro- 
dace one millionth part of the wickedness vibkth now const!- 
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teites the very rain and substance of the slave-system ? Why 
ia it that persons who talk so much about the " consequences" 
of abolishing slavery in this nation, never undertake to make 
some estimate of the world of iniquity of the system, and the 
tien Ihonsand thoQsand evils which it is constantly bringing 
upon the nation, and upon all who are connected with it? 
Think of the accumulated wrongs which nearly three millions 
of men, women, and children are compelled every day and 
every hour to rafier in this nation ! Think of the theil, the 
fraud, the pollution, and the numberless other crimes which 
this system is now constantly inflicting npon both the enslaver 
and the enslaved ! And think of the death struggle which 
must sooner or later come between the blacks and whites at 
the south, if slavery be not soon abolished by moral and 
peaceable means. 

■ Hear one of Virginia's statesmen on this subject, Henry 
Berey, Esq., in a speech of his, delivered in the Hoase of Del- 
egates of Va.i Jan. 20, 1832. 

. «* Sir, I believe that no cancer on the physical body was 
ever more certain,- steady, and fatal m its progress, than this 
cancer on the political body of Virginia. It is eating into her 
very vitals. And shall we admit that the evil is part remedy ? 
Shall we act the part of a puny patient, suffering nnder the 
ravages of a fatal disease, who would say the remedy is too 
painful i '* Pass as severe laws as you will to keep these un- 
fortunate creatures , in ignorance, it is in vain, onless yon can 
extinguish that spark of intellect which God has given them. 
Sir, we have as far as possible closed every avenue by which 
light might enter their minds ; we have only to go one step 
farther, — to extinguish the capacity to see the light, — and 
oar work will be completed ; they would then be reduced to 
the level with the beasts of the field, and we should be safe ; 
and I am not certain that we would not do it, if we could find 
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out the necessary process, antl that under the plea, of neeea- 
aity. But, sir, this is impossible; and can man be in the 
luidst of freemen and not know what freedom is ? Canine 
feel that he has the power to assert his liberty, and will he not 
do it ? Yes, sir, with the certamty of time's- current he will 
do it, whenever he has the power.. . The data are before us 
all, and every man can work out the process for himself. Sir, 
a death struggle uxast com^ between, the two classes, in 
which one or the other will be extinguished forever. Who 
can contemplate such a catastrophe, as «ven possible, atid be 
inditferent? " , . 

16. Partaker of his evil deeds. 

Let those members . and ministers in the Christian church, 
who do not set their faces against the sin of slave-holding in 
all who practice it, think on these words. 

16. Slaves and souls of men. 

The OMfidiojp^ bodies and souls of men ; these are here 
set down as articles of traffic, with beasts, sheep, and horses ! 
And it should bo noted also, that the trade here spoken of, in 
the souls and bodies of men was carried on by an anti-chris- 
tian church. 

" The Lord who judgeth her will .efliiBo his wrath upon 
Babylon, because she makes merchandise of slaves, the souls 
and bodies of men. To number the persons of men with 
beasts, sheep, and horses, as the stockpf a farnij or with bales 
of goods, as the cargo of a ship, is a . most detestable and anti- 
christiau practice." — [Scott.] 

But from these words we learn that the time is coming 
when no man shall buy the souls and bodies of men any 
more at all ! And, consequently, when the souls and bodies 
of men are neither bought nor sold any more, then all slave- 
holding must cease, and slavery become ■- e&tinct throughout 
this nation and throughout t!ie whole werld ! Yes, as sore as 
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we may depend npoii the T«racit7 the infinite God, just si? 
certainly we shall not be disappointed in expecting the ntter 
extinction of this inferaal system from the face of the globe. 
And then will come the wotWs jubilee ! O the delightftil 
anticipations of that anspieions day ! When man shall en- 
slave his fellow-man " no more at all ! " when there shall be 
«« no more " sod-driVers, nor »* brokers in the trade of blood." 
When the clanking of chains upon human limbs shall be heard 
*« no more at all." When the bloody thumb-screws and the 
lacerating whip shall torture, "no more at all." Then shall 
the cruel man-stealer no more part those asunder whom God 
joins together ; nor shall the parent's joy be damped and chilled 
any more by the sight of a Christian white man ! 

Merciful God ! In the greatness of thy compassion, hasten, 
O hasten, the arrival of that blessed hour ! 



CHAPTER XIII. 

THE TESTIMONY OF THE CIVILIZED WORLD 
AGAINST SLAVERY. 

The following testimonies are from some of the 
"wisest and, best of men that have ever lived ; men of 
different notions, and of different political and reli' 
gious creeds. From theoe we may see that the pi- 
ety and wisdom of the world agrees perfectly with 
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the word of God, in condemning slavery as one of 
the greatest outrages upon the rights, the souls, and 
bodies of men, which it is possible for humanity to 
suffer. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 
men are created free and equal ; that they are en- 
dowed by their Creator with certain inalienable 
rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness, — [Declaration of American 
Independence, 1776.] 

No longer shall the United States of America be 
famed for liberty. Oppression pervades their bow* 
els; and while they exhibit a fair exterior to other 
parts of the world, they are nothing more than 
painted sepulchres, containing within them rotten- 
ness and corruption. — [Othello, Baltimore Adver- 
tiser, 1788. J 

Everything that is miserable, horrible, and odious, 
is comprised in this abominable [slave] system. The 
slavery practiced in America is not only abominably 
unjust, inconsistent, and ridiculous, but it is a dis* 
grace to human nature. There never yet was an 
instance, in which all the rights of human nature 
were more flagrantly violated than in the case of 
American slavery. Perfect liberty and equality 
with the whites is this day the inalienable right of 
14 
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every negro in America. — [Amynto, New-York, 
1796.] 

Let who will startle or laugh, I steadfastly main- 
tain that we must bring tbem [negroes] to an equal 
standing, in point of privileges, with the whites! 
They must enjoy all the rights belonging to human 
nature — [Fiske, tutor in Dartmouth College, 1795.] 

African slavery is unjust in its nature, impolitic in 
its principles, and in its consequences ruinous to the 
industry and enterprise of the citizens of these 
States. — [Memorial of the Coitneclicut Slate So- 
ciety for the Promotion of Freedom, ^c, praying for 
Congress to abolish the slave-trade, and signed by 
Ezra Stiles, (President of Yale College) Presi- 
dent, and Simeon Bai,t>wik, Secretary, 1791.] 

They [the slaves] have yet as much a right to 
their liberty as ever they had, and to demand it of 
him who holds them in bondage; and he denies 
them their right — which is of more worth to them 
than everything else they can have in the world, — 
every hour he refuses or neglects to set them at 
liberty. 

Slavery is, in every instance, wrong, unrighteous, 
and oppressive, a very great and crying sin, there 
being nothing of the kind equal to it on the face of 
the earth. — [SaTnuel Hopkins, 1776.] 

It will not do thus to talk like philosophers, and 
act like unrelenting tyrants ; to be perpetually ser- 
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monizing it, with liberty for our text, and actual op- 
pression for, our commentary. — [Wm. Pinckney, in 
the Maryland House of Delegates, 1789.] " 

Domestic slavery is repugnant to the principles of 
Christianity. It prostrates every benevolent and 
Just principle of action in the human heart. It is 
rebellion against the authority of a common Father. 
It is a practical denial of the extent and efficacy of 
the death of a common Saviour. It is an usurpa- 
tion of the prerogative of the great sovereign of the 
universe, who has solemnly claimed an exclusive 
property in the souls of men. — [Benjamin Rush, 

mi] 

I tremble for my country, when I recollect that ~\ ' 
God is just, and that his justice cannot sleep forever. ; 
The Almighty has no attribute that can take sides 
with us in such a struggle. — [Jefferson, 1782.] 

I thought it my duty to expose the monstrous im- 
piety and cruelty, not only of the slave-trade, but of 
slavery itself, in whatever form it is found; and 
likewise to assert that no authority on earth can ever 
render such enormous iniquities legal. — [Crrenvilk 
Sharp, as early as 1787.] 

Those are men-stealers who abduct, keep, sell, or 
buy slaves or freemen. To steal a man is the high- ^ , 
est kind of theft. — [Grotius.] 

He who supports the system of slavery is the en- 
emy of the whole human race. He divides it into 
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two societies of legal assassins — the oppressors and 
the oppressed. It is the same thing as proclaiming- 
to the world, if you will preserve your own life, in- 
stantly take away mine, for I want to have yours. — 
[Abbe Raynal-I 

This torturing system has been pursued so far as 
to prevent the development of the mental faculties. 
In Virginia, to have been able to read, cost a black 
man his life. He demanded that the Africans should 
share the benefits promised by American liberty ; and 
supported this demand by their own Bill of Rights. 
Where refutation is impossible, all tyrannies resemble 
each other. The negro suffered on the gallows. — 
[Abbe Gregoire.] 

Slavery is vindicated in print, (1788) and defended 
in the House of Peers ! Poor human reason, when 
wilt thou come to years of discretion ! — [Hannah 
More.] 

The three origins of the right of slavery, assigned 
by Justinian, are all built upon false foundations: 
First, Slavery is said to arise from captivity in war. 
The conqueror having a right to the life of his cap- 
tive, if he spares that, has then a right to deal with 
him as he pleases. But this is untrue, if taken gen- 
erally, — that, by the laws of nations, a man has a 
right to kill his enemy. He has only a right to kilJ 
him in particular cases, in cases of absolute neces- 
sity for self-defence. And it is plain, this absolute 
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necessity did not subsist, since he did not kill him, 
but made him prisoner. Wax itself is justifiable 
only ou principles of self-preservation: therefore it 
gives us no right over prisoners, but to hinder their 
hurting us by confining them. Much less can it 
give a right to torture, or kill, or even to enslave an 
enemy when the war is over. Since, therefore, the 
right of making our prisoners slaves, depends on a 
supposed right of slaughter, that foundation failing, 
the consequence which is drawn from it must fail 
likewise. 

It is said, secondly, slavery may begin by one 
man's selling himself to another. And it is true, a 
man may sell himself to work for another; but he 
cannot sell himself to be a slave, as above defined. 
Every sale implies an equivalent given to the seller, 
in lieu of what he transfers to the buyer. But what 
equivalent can be given for life or liberty? His 
property likewise, with the very price which he 
seems to receive, devolves ipso facto to his master, 
the instant he becomes his slave : in this case, there* 
fore, the buyer gives nothing, and the seller receives 
nothing. Of what validity then, can a sale be, 
which destroys the very principle upon which all 
sales are founded ? 

We are told, thirdly, that men may be bom slaves 
by being the children of slaves. But this, being 
built upon the two former rights, must fall together 
14» 
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with them. If neither captivity nor contract can, 
hy the plain law of nature and reason, reduce the 
parent to a state of slavery, much less can they re- 
duce the offspring. — [BlacksCone.] 

If you have made a happy slave, yon have made 
a degraded man. — [Edmund Burke.'j 

Slavery is a mass, a system of enormities, which 
incontrovertibly bids defiance to every regulation 
which ingenuity can devise, or power effect, but a 
total extinction. Why ought slavery to be abol- 
ished? Because it is incurable injustice. Why is 
injustice to remain for a single hour? — [William 
Pitt.] 

Are we then fanatics? are we enthusiasts? be 
cause we cry, "do not rob! do not murder?" In 
whatsoever situation I may ever be, so long as I 
have a voice to speak, this question shall never beat 
an end. With regard to a regulation of slavery, my 
detestation of its existence induces me to know na 
such thing aa a regulation of robbery, and a restric- 
tion of murder; — [Charles James Fox.] 

If the situation of slaves were as happy as servi- 
tude could make them, I must not commit the enor- 
mous crime of selling man to man. Personal free- 
dom is a right, of which he who deprives a fellow 
creature is absolutely criminal in so depriving him ; 
and which he who withholds is no less criminal in 
withholding. — [Charles James Fox.] 
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Man-stealers! The worst of thieves; in com- 
parison of whom, highway-robbers and house-break- 
ers are innocent ; and men-buyers are exactly on a 
level with men-stealers. 

May I speak plainly to you ? I must. Love con- 
strains me ; love to you, as well as to those you are 
concerned with. 

Is there a God ? You know there is. Is he a 
just God ? Then there must be a state of retribu- 
tion ; a state wherein the just God will reward every 
man according to his works. Then what reward 
will be rendered to you ? O, think betimes ! before 
you drop into eternity! Think now, "He shall 
have judgment without mercy that showed no 
mercy." "The blood of thy brother" (for, whether 
thou wilt believe it or no, such he is in the sight of 
him that made him) " crieth against thee from the 
earth," from the ship, and from the waters. O, 
whatever it costs, put a stop to its cry before it be 
too late: instantly/, at any price, were it the half of 
your goods, deliver thyself from blood guiltiness ! 
Thy hands, thy bed, thy furniture, thy house, thy 
lands, are at present stained with blood. Surely it 
is enough ; accumulate no more guilt ; spill no more 
the blood of the innocent! Do not hire another to 
shed blood ; do not pay him for doing it ! Whether 
you are a Christian or no, shew yourself a man 1 
Be not more savage than a lion or a bear ! — [Rev. 
John Wesley ] 



158 



TESTIMONY OF OOO 



Every man who cannot show that his negro hath, 
by his voluntary conduct, forfeited his liberty, is ob- 
ligated immediately to manumit him. And to hold 
[such an one] in a state of slavery, is to be every 
day guilty of robbing him of his liberty, or of man- 
stealing — and fifty years from this time (1791) it 
will be as shameful for a man to hold a negro slave, 
as to be guilty of common robbery or theft. — [Youn- 
ger Edwards, Pastor of a church in New-Haven, 
and afterwards President of Union College.'] 

Never was a system so big with wickedness and 
cruelty. In whatever part of it you direct your view, 
the eye finds no comfort, no satisfaction, no relief. 
It is the prerogative of slavery to separate from evil 
its concomitant good, and to reconcile discordant 
mischiefs. It robs war of its generosity, it deprives 
peace of its security. You have the vices of pol- 
ished society, without its knowledge or its comforts ; 
and the evils of barbarism, without its simplicity. 
Slavery is the full measure of pure, unmixed, unso- 
phisticated wickedness; and scorning all competi- 
tion, or comparison, it stands without a rival in the 
secure, undisputed possession of its detestable pre- 
eminence. — [ Wilberforce.l 

Slavery is a state so improper, so degrading, and 
so ruinous* to the feelings and capacities of human 
nature, that it ought not to be suffered to exist. — 
[Edmund Burke.] 
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Slavery is made up of every crime that treachery, 
cruelty, and murder can invent; and men-stealers 
are the very -worst of thieves. The most knavish 
tricks are practiced by these dealers in human flesh ; 
and if slaves think of our general character, they 
must suppose that Christians are devils, and that 
Christianity was forged in hell. — [Rowland Hill.} 

It is as really wicked to rob a man of his liberty, 
as to rob him of his life ; and it is much more wicked 
than to rob him of his property. To hold a man in 
a state of slavery, is to be every day guilty of rob- 
bing him of his liberty, or of man-stealing. — [Jonor 
than Edwards."} 

If we may judge of the future by the past, within 
fifty years from this time it v/ill be as shameful for a 
man to hold a negro slave, as to be guilty of com- 
mon robbery or theft. — [Jonathan Edwards, 1791.] 

Slavery is injustice, which no consideration of 
policy can extenuate. — [Bishop Horslei/.'] 

The Christian religion is opposed to slavery in its 
spirit and its principles; it classes men-stealers 
among murderers of fathers and of mothers, and the 
most profane criminals upon earth. — [BfsAojp Por- 
teus.l 

No man is by nature the property of another. 
The rights of nature must be someway forfeited, 
before they can be justly taken away. — [Samuel 
Johnson:"] 
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The whole system is essentially and radically bad. 
Injustice and oppression are its fundamental princi- 
ples. I do not affirm, or imagine that every slave- 
holder is therefore a wicked man ; but if he bs not, 
it is only upon the score of ignorance. Let us leave 
the deserts of the individual to Him who knoweth 
the heart ; of his actions, we may speak ; and we 
ought to speak in the language of reprobation, dis- 
gust, and abhorrence. — [Jonathan Dj/mond.'] 

The manner in v/hich the duty of servants is in- 
culcated, affords no ground for the assertion that the 
gospel authorizes one man to hold another in bond- 
age, any more than the command to turn the other 
cheek, justifies the infliction of violence. — [Prcsi- 
dent Wai/land.} 

The man who, on hearing the claim to property in 
man^ does not see and feel distinctly that it is a cruel 
usurpation, is hardly to be reached by reasoning; 
for it is hard to find any plainer principles than what 
he begins with denying. — [Channing.l 

To steal or buy an African on his own shores is 
piracy. In this act the greatest wrong is inflicted, 
the most sacred right violated. But if a human be- 
ing cannot, without infinite injustice, be seized as 
property, then he cannot, withoul" equal wrong, be 
held as such. — [Channing.l 

We hear of some of the southern States enriching 
themselves by breeding slaves for sale. Of all the 
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licensed occupations of society, this is the most de- 
testable. What ! Rear human families, like herds 
of swine, and then scatter them to the four winds 
for gain. — [Channing.] 

The household of the slave may be broken up ar- 
bitrarily by the master ; but he finds his revenge, if 
revenge he asks, in the blight which the mastei''s 
unfaithfulness sheds over his own domestic joys. A 
slave country reeks with licentiousness. It is tainted 
with a deadlier pestilence than the plague. — [Cha7i- 
ning.] 

Thns man devotes bis brother, and destroys ; 
And, worse than all, and most to be deplored. 
As human nature's broadest, foulest blot. 
Chains him and tasks him, and exacts his sweat 
With stripes, that mercy, with a bleeding heart. 
Weeps when she sees inflicted on a beast. Cowper. 

Was man ordained the slave of man to toil. 
Yoked with the brutes, and fettered to the soil — 
Weighed in a tyrant's balance with his gold ? 
No ! Nature stamped as in a heavenly mould ; 
She bade no wretch his thankless labor urge, 
Nor trembling take the pittance and the sconrge. 

Camfbbi.Ii. 

Who can with patience for a moment see 
This medley mass of pride and misery. 
Of whips and charters, manacles and rights. 
Of slaving blacks, and democratic whites ? 
To thutk that man, thou just and righteons God ! 
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Shonld stand before thee with a tyrant's rod) 

O'er creatures like himself — with seals from Thee — 

And yet to boast of perfect liberty ! Thomas Mooub. 

Of all slave-holders under Heaven, those of the 
United States appear to me the most reprehensible ; 
for man is never so truly odious as when he inflicts 
upon others that which he himself abominates.— 
[Edward Rushlon to General Washington.'] 

Slavery is a dominion and system of laws, the 
most merciless and tyrannical that ever were toler- 
ated upon the face of the earth. — {Paley."] 

While I am indulging in my views of American 
prospects, and American liberty, it is mortifying to 
be told that in that very country a large portion of 
the people are' slave»s ! It is a dark spot on the face 
of the nation. Such a state of things cannot al- 
ways exist. — [Lafayette.'] 

Robbers invade the property, and murderers the 
life of human beings, but he that holds another man 
in bondage, subjects the whole sum of his existence 
to oppression, bereaves him of every hope, and is 
therefore more detestable than robber and assassin 
combined. — [Tho7nas Day.] 

Of all men living, an American citizen, tvho is the 
owner of slaves, is the most despicable he is a po- 
litical hy pocrive of the very worst description. - 
[aConneli.] 
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Thore is a law above all the enactments of human 
codes. It is the law written by the Snger of God 
on the heart of man ; and by that law, unchange- 
able and eternal, while men despise fraud, and 
loath rapine, and abhor blood, they shall reject with 
indignation the wild and guilty phantasy, that man 
can hold property in man. — [Henri/ Brougham,'] 

I hold the system of slavery to be a crime of the 
deepest dye, and I would deal with it as crimes 
ought to be dealt with. — [T. Powell Buxton.] 

Slavery is the infringement of all laws — a law 
having a tendency to preserve slavery would be the 
grossest sacrilege. I beg as fervently of my coun- 
try' as I would for the lives of my children, that 
you will never consent that clime, or color, or creed, 
should make any distinction in your Republic. — 
[Bolivar.] 

I wish that the time may soon come, when all our 
inhabitants, of every color and denomination, shall 
be free and equal partakers of our political liberty. 
[Jo/m 3 ay, 1785.] 

It is the double curse of slavery to degrade all 
concerned with it, doing or suffering. The slave is 
the lowest in the scale of humiin beings, except the 
slave-dealer. — [Montgomery.] 

By sophistry, evil habits, neglect, and the impos- 
tures of an anti-Christian priesthood, joined in one 
conspiracy with the violence of tyrannical govern- 
15 
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ors, the understandings of men may become so d&ik* 
ened, and their consciences so lethargic, that a ne» 
cessity arises for the re-publication of self-evident 
truths, and this, too, with a voice of loud alarm and 
impassioned warning. Such were the truths with 
which Thomas Clarkson and his excellent confeder- 
ates conquered the legalized banditti of raan-stealers 
— the numerous and powerful perpetrators of rapine, 
murder, and (worse than either) slavery ! - — [Cole- 
ridge.l 

We, in an enlightened age, have greatly surpassed, 
in brutality and injustice, the most ignorant and bar- 
barous ages ; and while we are pretending to the 
finest feelings of humanity, are exerc'sing unprece- 
dented cruelty. We have planted slavery in the 
rank soil of sordid avarice; and the product has been 
misery in the fxtreme. — [Elius Hicks.] 

Even the earth itself, which teems profusion un- 
der the cultivating hand of the free-born laborer, 
shrinks into barrenness from the contaminating sweat 
of a slave. — [Mojilesquieit.] 

If we allow negroes to be men, it will begin to be 
believed that we ourselves arc not Christians. — [Mow 
Usqulcu ] 

Disguise thyself as thou wilt, still, slavery, thou 
are a bitter draught. — [SJarnc] 

Not only the Christian religion, but nature herself 
cries out against u state of sln very. — [Pope Leo X.] 
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[All slaves in the British empire] shall become 
and be, to all intents and purposes, free and discharged 
from and of all manner of slavery, and slavery is 
hereby forever abolished and declared unlawful. — 
[Act of British Parliament.'] 

The gentleman has appealed to the Christian, re- 
ligion in justification of slavery. I would ask him 
upon what part of those pure doctrines does he rely ; 
to which of those sublime precepts does he advert to 
sustain his position ? Is it that which leaches char- 
ity, justice, and good-will to all, or is it that which 
teaches, " Do ye unto others as ye would they should 
do unto you," — [Thomas J. Randolph of Virginia.l 

In heathen countries, slavery was in some sort ex- 
cusable ; among Christians it is an enormity and a 
crime, for which perdition has scarcely an adequate 
state of punishment. 

I here register my testimony against the unprinci- 
pled, inhuman, anti-Christian, and diabolic slave- 
trade, with all its authors, promoters, abettors, and 
sacrilegious gains ; as well as against the great devil, 
the father of it and them. — [Dr. A Clark.} 

The holding of human beings in a state of slavery 
is in direct opposition to all the principles of natural 
right, and to the benign spirit of the religion of 
Christ. — [ Weslei/an Conference, England.] 

Men-stealers are inserted among these daring 
criminals, against whom the law of God directed its 
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curses. These kidnapped men to sell them for slaves; 
and this practice seems inseparable from the other 
iniquities and oppressions of slavery ; nor can a slave- 
dealer keep free from this criminality, if "the re- 
ceiver be as bad as the thief. " — [ScottJl 

The conference acknowledges that slavery is con- 
trary to the laws of God, man, and nature, and hurt- 
ful to society ; contrary to the dictates of conscience 
and pure religion ; and doing what we would not 
that others should do unto us ; and they pass their 
disapprobation upon all our friends who keep slaves, 
and they advise their freedom. — [Dis. of the N. E. 
Church, 1780.] 

I do a man greater injury when 1 deprive him of 
his liberty, than when I deprive him of his property. 
It is vain for me to plead that I have the sanction of 
law; for this makes the injury the greater — it arms 
the community against him, and makes his case des- 
perate. The owners of such slaves then are licensed 
robbers, and not the just proprietors of what they 
claim. Freeing them is not depriving them of prop- 
erty, but restoring it to the right owner. Human 
legislators should remember that they act in subor- 
dination of the greater ruler of the universe, and 
have no right to enact laws contrary to his. The 
people should know that Legislatures have not this 
power; and that a thousand laws can never make 
that innocent which the divine law has made crimi- 
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nal, or give them a right to that which the divine 
law forbids ihetn to claim. In America, a slave is a 
standing monument of the tyranny and inconsis- 
tency of human governments. The master is the 
enemy of the slave ; he has made ppen war upon 
him, and is daily carrying it on in unremitted efforts. 
Can any one imagine, then, that the slave is in- 
debted to his master, and bound to serve him? 
Whence can the obligation arise? What is it 
founded upon ? What is my duty to an enemy that 
is carrying on war against me ? I do not deny, but 
in some circumstances it is the duty of the slave to 
serve ; but it is a duty he owes himself, and not his 
master. — [Rev. David Rice.] 

[The above was uttered hy this minister of God, 
before the Convention which met to form the Con- 
sliluiion of the State of Kentucky, in 1790.] 

As a Virginian, 1 do not question the master's 
title to his slave ; but I put it to the gentleman, as a 
man, as a moral man, as a Christian man, whether 
he has not some doubt of his claim being aS absolute 
and unqualified as that of other property? lac- 
knowledge 1 tremble for the fate of my country at 
some future day, unless we " do something ! " — [/. 
A. Chandler of Virginia.] 

You may place the slave where you please — you 
may dry up to your utrhost, the fountain of his feel- 
ings, the springs of his thought — you may close 
15* 
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upon his mind every avenue to knowledge, andcloud 
it over witii artificial night — you may yoke him to 
your labor, as the ox which liveth only to work, and 
worketh only to live — you may put him under any 
process, which, without destroying his value as a 
slave, will debase and crusii him as a rational being 
— you may do this, and the idea that he was born 
to be free, will survive it all. It is allied to his hope 
of immortality — it is the eternal part of his nature, 
which oppression cannot reach — it is a torch lit up 
in his soul by the hand of the Deity, and never 
meant to be extinguished hy the hand of man. — 
[James G. McDowell, jr. of- Virginia.l 

There is a " still, small voice " which speaks to 
the heart of man in a tone too clear and distinct to 
be disregarded. It tells him that every system of 
slavery is based upon injustice and oppression. If 
gentlemen disregard it now, and lull their conscien- 
ces to sleep, they may be aroused to a sense of their 
danger when it is too late to repair their errors. — ■ 
[P. A. Boiling of Virginia.^ 

Congress shall make no law respecting an estab- 
lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech or of 
the press: or the right of the people peaceably to 
assemble, and to petition the government for a re- 
dress of grievances. — [Cons'tilution of the United 
States.} 
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Every citizen may freely speak, write, and pub- 
lish his sentiments on any subject, being responsible 
for the abuse of this liberty. ISlo laws shall be 
passed regulating or restraining the freedom of the 
press. — [Maine.'} 

The liberty of the press is essential to security of 
freedom in a State; it ought not, therefore, to be re- 
strained in this Gommon-wealth. '^[Massachusetts.] 

The liberty of the press is essential to the security 
of freedom in a State ; it ought, therefore, to be invi* 
olably preserved^ — [Neio-Hampshire.] 

The people have a right to freedom of speech, 
and of writing and publishing their sentiments con* 
cerning the transactions of government, and, there- 
fore, the freedom of the press ought not to be re* 
strained. — [Vermont.\ 

Every citizen may freely speak, write, and publish 
his sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for 
the abuse of that right. 

No law shall ever be passed to curtail or restrain 
the liberty of speech or of the press. — [Connecticut.] 

Every citizen may freely speak, write, and publish 
his sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for 
the abuse of that right ; and no law shall be passed 
to restrain or abridge the liberty of speech, or of the 
press. In all prosecutions, or indictments for libels, 
the truth may be given in evidence to the jury : and 
if it shall appear to the jury that the matter charged 
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as libellous is true, and was published with good 
motives, and for justifiable ends, the party shall be 
acquitted ; and the jury shall have the right to de- 
termine the law and the fact. — [Nezo- York.] 

The printing presses shall be free to every person 
who undertakes to examine the proceedings of the 
Legislature, or any branch of government; and no 
Ihw shall ever be made to restrain the right thereof. 
The free communication of thoughts and opinions 
is one of the invaluable rights of man ; and every 
citizen may freely speak, write, and print on any 
subject, being responsible for the abuse of that liberty. 
[PeTinsylvania.] 

The press shall be free to every citizen who un- 
dertakes to examine the official conduct of men act- 
ing in a public capacity; and any citizen may print 
on any such subject, being responsible for the abuse 
of that liberty. — [Delaware.'] 

The liberty of the press ought to be inviolably 
preserved. — [Maryland.'] 

The freedom of the press is one of the great bul- 
warks of liberty, and can never be restrained but by 
despotic governments, — [ Tirginia.'] 
y The freedom of the press is one of the great bul- 
^ warks of liberty, and therefore ought never to be re* 
\ strained. — [Nort/t Carolina] 
^ The trial by jury, as heretofore used in this State, 
and the liberty of the press, shall be forever inviola- 
bly preserv'ed, — [South Carolina.'] 
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Freedom of the press, and trial by jury, as here- 
tofore used in this Slate, shall remain inviolate ; and 
no ex facto law shall be passed. — ^Georgia.} 

Tffe^printing presses shall be free to every person 
who undertakes to examine the proceedings of the 
Legislature, or any branch of government ; and no 
law shall ever be made to restrain the right thereof. 
The free communication of thoughts and opinions is 
one of the invaluable rights of man ; and every citi- 
zen may freely speak, write, and print on any sub- 
ject, being responsible for the abuse of that- liberty. 
[Kentuckif, Tennessee, Indiana, Louisiana, and XI- 
linois.l 

The printing presses shall be open and free to ev- 
ery citizen who wishes to examine the proceedings 
of any branch of government, or the conduct of any 
public oflScer; and no law shall ever restrain the 
right thereof. Every citizen has an indisputable 
right to speak, write, or print upon any subject, as he 
thinks proper, being liable for the abuse of that lib- 
erty. — [Okio.l 

Every citizen may freely speak, write, and pub- 
lish his sentiments on all svjbjects, being responsible 
for the abuse of that liberty. 

No law shall ever be passed to curtail or restrain 
the liberty of speech or of the press. — \Missis' 
si'ppi.'l 

Every citizen may freely speak, write, and pub- 
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lish his sentiments on all su'^jects, being responsible 
for the abuse of that liberty. — [Alabama.'] 

The free communication of thought!? and opin- 
ions is one of the invaluable rights of man; and 
every person may freely speak, write, and print on 
any subject, being responsible for the abuse of that 
liberty. — [Missouri.] 

If any citizen of the United States, being of the 
crew or ship's company of any foreign ship or ves- 
sel engaged in the slave irade, or any person what- 
ever, being of the crew or ship's company of any 
ship or vessel owned in the whole or part, or navi- 
gated for, or in behalf of any citizen or citizens of 
the United States, shall land, from any such ship or 
vessel, and an any foreign shore seize any negro or 
mulatto, not held to service or labor by the laws of 
either of the States or Territories of the United 
States, with intent to make such negro or mulatto a 
slave, or shall decoy, or forcibly bring or carry, or 
shall receive such negro or mulatto on board any 
such ship or vessel, with intent as aforesaid, such 
citizen or person shall be adjudged a pirate, and 
on conviction thereof, before the Circuit Court of the 
United States, for the district wherein he may be 
brought or found, shall suffer death. — [Laws of 
the United States.] 
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